
Textbook Knowledge or Personal Experience

When I was training to be a teacher at teacher’s college I was being given knowledge from the experience
of other teachers. We called this 'textbook knowledge'. It wasn’t until I’d been teaching for a few years
that this knowledge, added to by practical experience, became personal experience. 

Most people have knowledge in certain areas without those being personal knowledge from experience.
It’s just ‘head knowledge’, without the reality of having had the experience of it.

Many woman read 'Mills and Boon' novels feeding on the romance in them without really experiencing
the real love of a man. The books are a substitute for their personal experience.

Many Christians, who genuinely love Jesus, never really experience his love in its fullness because they
love a  person who did something wonderful  for them in the past.  They’ve never  experienced a real
relationship with him or genuinely tasted of his love so they could feel it.

Countless numbers of theologians have studied the NT in the past without the contents becoming their
way of life and experience. It was all ‘head’ knowledge for them. It had no living impact on their lives.

Life in the Kingdom is supposed to be a reality and to be all-consuming. It’s  not a theology (‘head
knowledge’). Experiential Kingdom knowledge should be everyone’s experience and the basis of how
they speak about it to others.

Father challenged Mike Parsons with this same thing – knowledge or experience. Was his knowledge of
spirituality and the Kingdom from personal experience or was it just ‘textbook knowledge’ from reading
the Bible?

“In 2002, I had an encounter with God – when I look back – was one of the most significant things
that have happened to me. It was nothing spectacular on the surface but was the origin for so much of
what  followed.  It  was really  an encounter  with the Living Word verses  the written  word and my
introduction to meditation…

Then one day God spoke to me (and by that I mean that I had a feeling, an impression or thought that I
knew was not mine) and asked, “Why do you use your Bible as a filing cabinet?” The thought came
straight to my mind. My reaction was, “I don’t.” He said, “Open it.” So I opened it and there were all
the highlights and underlined passages and so on. And he said, “How much of that do you actually
know by experience?”

I was gutted, because I had underlined all these things, highlighted all these things, but how many of
them was I living by? How many of these verses were my personal experience? So I began a journey of
learning how to meditate on Bible passages.  I stopped reading the whole Bible through every year.
Instead,  God would  highlight  a  verse,  just  one  at  a  time,  and I  would  focus  on  that  one  verse,
sometimes for weeks or even months, until I had sucked every bit of truth and life out of it  that I
could.” 1
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1 – Mike Parsons (2018) “My Journey Beyond Beyond”  p:60-61
      www.amazon.com.au/My-Journey-Beyond-autobiographical-intimacy-ebook/dp/B07K1LYTTF 
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