
The Gospel is Also About BLISS

We have the idea that the OT is about the people keeping the Law and making sure they pleased God so
he doesn’t get angry with him. That flies in the face of Moses and Joshua desiring to be in his presence as
often and as long as they could. 

Remember the temple worshippers causing the presence of God to be so strong they couldn’t  stand?
Remember how King David had a personal relationship with God and how he loved to be in his presence?
This is a different perspective and one which escapes most readers of the OT. What they experienced
seems exceptional because it wasn’t what the average Israelite experienced. The reason for this is that the
Israelites were living in a legalistic religion when God wanted to be in relationship with them like he was
with Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

In fact, God wanted a relationship with the nation as an entity, not just people to follow his rules. This is
why he talks about the nation in terms of husband and wife in Hosea1 and in terms of adultery2. This fact
is also overlooked as being about relationship, and is taught as a metaphor of his love.

Also overlooked is the fact that God’s relationship with an OT person would be a wonderful experience
which brought bliss. We have to use English versions that aren’t translations to find this out. We have to
use those versions which produce for us the intent of the writer and which reveal what the ancient reader
was understanding with the text. Here’s a few examples:

Genesis  14:19 (AMPC3)  –  And he  blessed  him  and said,  Blessed  (favored  with  blessings,  made
blissful, joyful) be Abram by God Most High, Possessor and Maker of heaven and earth,

Psalm 3:8 (TPT4) – My true hero comes to my rescue, for the Lord alone is my Savior. What a feast of
favor and bliss he gives his people

Isaiah 30:18d (TPT) – Overwhelmed with bliss are all who will entwine their hearts in him, waiting
for him to help them.

I never read anything like that before, did you?

Even stranger than that for us is that bliss is supposed to be a normal part of life with Jesus under the NC.
I never read that either. I was never, ever taught it. All I was taught in the past was the trouble that comes
with being a Christian and the hope of a rapture and going to Heaven to get out of this bad life.

Again this information only comes from understanding what the NT writers and speakers were conveying
to their hearers and readers. It doesn’t come through in English translations. Here’s a few NT example: 

Matthew 5:8 (TPT) – What bliss you experience when your heart is pure!5 For then your eyes will
open to see more and more of God.

Hebrews  1:9 (TPT)  –  For  you  have  cherished  righteousness  and  detested  lawlessness.  For  this
reason, God, your God, has anointed you and poured out the oil of bliss on you more than on any of
your friends.

2 Corinthians 5:13 (TPT) – If we are out of our minds in a blissful, divine ecstasy6, it is for God, but if
we are in our right minds, it is for your benefit.

1 – Hosea 2:16
2 – Hosea 4:2, 13-14
3 – Amplified Bible, Classic Edition
4 – The Passion Translation
5 – Or “when your heart is full of innocence.”      classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A8&version=TPT 
6 – The Greek word existēmi means to be outside of one’s self in a state of blissful ecstasy and filled with pleasure. It is to come into another
      state of consciousness of being lost in wonder and amazement. 
      classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5%3A13&version=TPT 
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For a full list of 41 biblical references where God’s relationship with his people is said to produce bliss 
for them, check out my article:

• “Bliss, Ecstasy and Heavenly Intoxication” – LINK

Also, read this article: 

• “The Drunken Glory” LINK

For a great video teaching on this watch:

• “Mystic Union | Inner Bliss” (Justin Paul Abraham) – LINK

~~~~~~~~~~~
 

What Gospel are we really presenting to people? Is it the FULL gospel, or only part of it? Even if we
present Jesus’ Gospel of the Kingdom, are we correct in its content?

This study shows that we’ve short-changed ourselves and those we introduce to Father because we’ve left
out of the gospel (‘the GOOD news’) the wonderful  bliss  that  comes with being connected into the
Trinity. Instead we’ve told people they have to die to enter into this bliss, being oblivious to the reality
that it’s available now in great quantity. We’ve not really presented ‘the good news’ at all, just a covenant
with death7, one that Jesus has the keys of anyway.
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7 – Our gospel makes people want to die. That’s agreeing with ‘death’ that it is your saviour.
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