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A recurring or dominant element 
or a theme in the OT

Did You Know?Did You Know?



  

Did You Know?Did You Know?

An established expression whose meaning can’t
be deduced from the literal meanings of the words 

that make it up; peculiar to a given language 
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The following are some of them

Did You Know?Did You Know?
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‘Word’ was a generalization about divine actions and 
events. It was also a literary term associated with dreams, 

visions, or other forms of divine encounters, such as 
angelic visitations, theophanies, and the presence of God. 

In the Hebraic tradition, ‘this thing’, ‘Holy One’, ‘spirit’, 
‘Spirit’ and ‘presence’ were synonymous with the ‘word’/ 
‘God’s Word’/‘The Word’. Therefore, ‘The Word’, ‘Spirit’, 
‘the presence of God’, etc., are equivalent in the Hebrew 

mind – and therefore in the entire Bible.

Did You Know?Did You Know?

‘The Word’



  

READ

“The Concept of The Word in the 1st Century”

canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/The-Concept-of-The-Word 

https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/The-Concept-of-The-Word-in-the-1st-Century.pdf
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The good news that the Kingdom reign of God on Earth 
is available to everyone who connects with him. This 

connection brought life, blessing and favour to the 
person, their family and their nation. This gospel was 

preached to Abraham and to the Israelites under 
Moses.

Did You Know?Did You Know?

‘Gospel’



  

READ

“The 1st Century Gospel of the Kingdom”

canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/The-1st-Century-Gospel

https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/The-1st-Century-Gospel-of-the-Kingdom.pdf
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The Hebrews and 1st century believers never talked 
about eternal life. They wanted the life of their 

predecessors who walked with God and were blessed 
because of it. This was known as ‘the life of the 

ancients’. They desired the life that Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Joseph, King David and King Solomon had.

Did You Know?Did You Know?

‘Ancient Life’
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Hebraically, the target of worship was to experience 
immersion into God’s presence. Although this was 

formally done by priests in the temple, baptism into the 
realm of the Spirit was able to be discovered by any 

person, independent of a priestly mediator. Those who 
were designated “prophet”, “seer”, “oracle” and “son of 

man” were such individuals.

Did You Know?Did You Know?

‘Worship’



  
Steven R. Service (2015) "The Lost and Forgotten Gospel of the Kingdom: A First Century Hebraic Perspective” (2nd Ed)

 The Hebrews, Jesus and the NT writers were more 
concerned that people should learn to experience the 
word/Kingdom/reign of God in their lives, in ‘the here 

and now’, so they could find “salvation” that was 
‘yeshuah’ (God’s help every day)

Did You Know?Did You Know?

‘Salvation’



  
Steven R. Service (2015) "The Lost and Forgotten Gospel of the Kingdom: A First Century Hebraic Perspective” (2nd Ed)

In the Hebraic paradigm, the reign of God by His Spirit, 
as consistently recorded in the Bible, took place above 

the surface of the water. In contrast, both sin and 
disobedience found their abode under the surface of 
the waters in the pit or the dark abyss. This is why 

above the water/sea metaphor signified in their mind 
God’s presence and protection, or absence of it.

Did You Know?Did You Know?

‘Water’
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Because of Abraham’s 3-day journey to sacrifice Isaac 
on the last day, Hebrews understood “3 days”, “third” 

and “last” as a motif of encountering the Memra (‘word’) 
and some form of miracle. A 3-day journey was a move 
to greater connection with God: allegiance was tested; 
humility was grown; refinement occurred; the person 
was prepared; freedom was achieved; & identity was 

affirmed as being in God.

Did You Know?Did You Know?

‘3-days’



  
Steven R. Service (2015) "The Lost and Forgotten Gospel of the Kingdom: A First Century Hebraic Perspective” (2nd Ed)

 Hebrew terms for ‘word’ and ‘wilderness’ (רבד vs. רבדמ) 
share a similar etymological relationship. Going in and 
out of the wilderness signified going in and out of an 

encounter with ‘the Word’

Did You Know?Did You Know?

‘Wilderness’
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Hebraic eschatology revolved around a sacred meal, 
often associated with ‘the word’. This mimicked Adam 

and Ezer in the Garden eating of the fruit in God’s 
presence.

Did You Know?Did You Know?

‘Sacred Meal’



  
Steven R. Service (2015) "The Lost and Forgotten Gospel of the Kingdom: A First Century Hebraic Perspective” (2nd Ed)

Throughout the OT, ‘bread’ was used as a 
generalization for ‘word’/dabar and spiritual encounters 
– even when the Hebrews were eating a normal meal. 

In the Hebraic tradition, seeking food (‘bread’) and 
eating it was strongly figurative of looking for and 
experiencing an encounter with God. In Hebraic 

eschatology the ultimate reward was the Lord himself 
as the sustaining bread, as the living water, as a 

shelter, as a shield and a constant Helper.

Did You Know?Did You Know?

‘Bread’



  
Steven R. Service (2015) "The Lost and Forgotten Gospel of the Kingdom: A First Century Hebraic Perspective” (2nd Ed)

Connection with God was a spiritual marriage 
relationship. As a Father and Bridegroom, God 

relentlessly pursued his bride/children. He strongly 
desired to be their provider and sustainer. This

depended on the ‘bride’ continuing to reverence her 
spouse (i.e. God) so the Lord would walk with them and 

guard them carefully.

Did You Know?Did You Know?

‘God Relationship’
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