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The believers in the 1st century weren’t 
communists, even though they lived as 
community and shared everything.

There was, however, an attempt to set up a 
socialist community in the 17th century by 
Christians who fled to the US from church 
persecution in Europe.



  
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Mayflower_Pilgrims_(IA_cu31924028814840).pdf 
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were
the 

Puritans



  
By Robert Walter Weir - Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1860456

Puritans Left HollandPuritans Left Holland



  
By Henry Bacon - Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1860503

Landed in New PlymouthLanded in New Plymouth



  
By Hoodinski - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=15339980 

The
landing



  

The pilgrims then set up a Christian 
colony in the new continent of 
North America (USA).



  
By Scan by NYPL - Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=47124218

New Plymouth ColonyNew Plymouth Colony



  
By George Henry Boughton - Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=308136

ColonistsColonists



  
By Jennie Augusta Brownscombe -  Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=7076653

The First ThanksgivingThe First Thanksgiving



  

The pilgrim’s colony began with a form of 
socialism where they followed the NT 
principle of ‘everything in common’ plus a 
welfare system which looked after those 
who didn’t have enough.



  

The experiment failed tragically, even 
though they were nice people who 
followed the best ideas of Christian 
living demonstrated in the NT.



  
By T.S. Custadio - Own work (Original text: self-made), Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=17974842 

The second The second 
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WILLIAMWILLIAM
BRADFORDBRADFORD

He fixed He fixed 
the the 

problemproblem



  

Edward Eggleston (1896) “A History Of Life In The United States” 
Section XII & XIII, Chapter the Third ‘The Pilgrim Migrations’

      
www.gutenberg.org/files/39882/39882-h/39882-h.htm 

Bradford’s dealing with the tragedy caused 
by their communal system is recorded in this 
book for all to read:

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/39882/39882-h/39882-h.htm


  

“After two years of labor in common had 
brought the colony more than once to the 
verge of ruin, [colony governor William] 
Bradford had the courage and wisdom to 
cut the knot he could not untie. During the 
scarce springtime of 1623, he assigned all 
the detached persons in the colony to live 
with families, and then temporarily divided 
the ancient Indian field on which → 



  

→ the settlement had been made among 
the several families in proportion to their 
number, leaving every household to shift 
for itself or suffer want.

"Any general want or suffering hath not 
been among them since to this day", he 
writes years afterward. →



  

→ The assignment was a revolutionary 
stroke, in violation of the contract with the 
shareholders, and contrary to their wishes. 
But Bradford saw that it was a life-&-death 
necessity to be rid of the pernicious 
system, even at the cost of cutting off all 
support from England. In his history he 
draws a very clear picture of the evils of 
communism as he had observed them. →



  

→ ...When Bradford and the other leaders 
had at last successfully extricated the little 
settlement from its economical difficulties, 
it became the sure forerunner of a greater 
Puritan migration.”



  

It was Bradford’s reversion to free 
enterprise and the personal ownership of 
property which encouraged the colonists 
to work – if they didn’t, they died of starv-
ation. 

This was Paul’s work-to-eat policy enacted 
in reality, where people didn’t bludge off 
others.



  

“They had very good success, for it made 
all hands very industrious, so as much 
more corn was planted than otherwise 
would have been. The women now went 
willingly into the field, and took their little 
ones with them to set corn; which before 
would allege weakness and inability; 
whom to have compelled would have been 
thought great tyranny and oppression. → 



  

By this time harvest was come, and 
instead of famine, now God gave them 
plenty, and the faces of things were 
changed, to the rejoicing of the hearts of 
many, for which they blessed God.” 



  

Modern-day Marxism is a form of 
socialism/communism. 

Did you know that there are many 
Christians who are Marxists?
 
Pope Francis is one.



  

So what’s bad about Marxism? 

Let Thomas Sowell explain why in 
one of his interviews:



  

Interviewer: “You were a Marxist at 
one time in your life, what was your 
wake up as to what was wrong with 
that line of thinking?”

Thomas Sowell: “Uh, facts.”



  

www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFxtJNK0HH8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFxtJNK0HH8


  

We should not adhere to 
Communism or Marxism thinking 
it’s how Jesus wants us to live in 

community



  

Without the King’s guidance in the 
setting up and the running of a 

Kingdom community, it will not be 
what he wants
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