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Work, Worship and Service
In the Hebrew of the OT there’s a word‛âbad1(עָבַד) and a related word ‛ăbôdâh2 (in modern Hebrew,
Avoda (עֲבוֹדָה)  and Avodah), which  don’t  have  a  simple  meaning. The  word  literally  means  "work,
worship, and service" in Hebrew. 

The verb takes meaning from whatever comes next to it in a statement. For example: If the text is about
“dressing” grape vines, the Hebrew literally reads “working” the vines. When a  paddock is cultivated
(tilled),ii the Hebrew reads that the ground is “worked”. When Jacob is said to âbad Laban,iii it means he’s
serving him. It can be used to ‘put someone to work’ or to ‘enslave them’iv. The word is also used for our
service and worship of ‘God’3.v

“In a modern context, usually referring to business-type activities, it can also mean agricultural work
and, more traditionally, serving God. In its original, traditional sense, avodah was applied to sacrifices
offered  in  the  Temple  in  Jerusalem…In  Chassidism4 avodah  generally  refers  to  divine  service  (or
worship). For example, it is part of the divine service to serve God with joy.” 5

The point in writing this article is to realise that work, worship, and service were the same thing for the
Hebrews. That’s a mindset we need to have – it’s a Kingdom one.

That’s a concept we must really get a hold of in the Kingdom. For sons, our work, worship, and service
are the same thing. That’s because we’re working on Father’s business and we’re doing it with him and
for him. Our original creation mandate was not only to manage the planet, but also to work the landvi and
manage itvii. And, by the way, working the ground was still the case after The Fall.viii 

We cannot – we must not – separate spiritual and righteous natural work or activities. They are all the
same for us. We’re sons who love Father, work for him and with him, serving his Son (our King), totally
committed to seeing him elevated on the Earth to the place of honour that belongs to him (our worship,
‘worth-ship’). The separation of church and state was done to prevent controlling religion from ruling the
people,6 but that dichotomy ends there.

We could even say that working on our hard hearts is âbad for Father, because that’s what he wants us to
work on so we more accurately represent him to the world.
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1 – www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/H5647/%60abad.htm 
2 – www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/H5656/%60abodah.htm 
3 – ‘God’: I use this term in inverted commas because ‘God’ is the generic term people use, while I don’t any more. I have an intimate
      relationship with the members of the Trinity, so I refer to them by name out of relationship.
4 – en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hasidic_philosophy 
5 – “Avodah” en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avodah 
6 – READ: “Holy Roman Empire”    en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Roman_Empire    AND
      READ: “Separation of church and state”     en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Separation_of_church_and_state 
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