
Stand Strong Against Division, Strife and Contention

The biggest killer of communities of ekklesia is division which causes contention and strife. These should
not exist, but they do because we don’t live out of our spirit. Instead we live out of our soul and mind, and
we submit to our bad attitudes which come from our ‘sick’ heart.

Divisions, strife and contention often come from differences in doctrine. What we believe becomes more
important than living in a loving, contented relationship with our Kingdom brothers and sisters. It seems
we prefer what we believe to relating. That, however, is contrary to the nature of our Father. He loves us
and desires relationship with us over-&-above what we think, believe, say or do. Relationship, especially
oneness, is his primary desire for all of us, but we ‘don’t get it’. We actually put blockages in the way of
our relationship with Father so we miss out on all we could enjoy in his family.

In regard to the ekklesia, our divisions on doctrine can be our stance against false doctrine, but it’s usually
about the differences. We usually divide over ‘true’ doctrine, because what someone believes differs from
what we think is the truth. This is the type of division the NT writers were ‘dead against’. They called it
“heresy”. Yes, heresy in the NT doesn’t mean to believe something that is not from God (actually, it’s
normally what’s not in agreement with church system doctrine). ‘Heresy’ means to cause division of any
kind.1 We must understand that this is what the NT is referring to when we read the word ‘heresy’ in
there.

Here’s our King’s instructions to get away from our propensity to cause division:

“In these days you must stand strong against division, strife and contention. Be at peace in your own
heart  with  everyone  regardless  of  your  differences.  You  cannot  accomplish  this  by  behavior
modification; it will become the result of walking and living in the Spirit.” 2 

Divisions are stopping our King from using us for his Kingdom plans because we continue to defy him
and do what we want.3 

Our hearts are hard when we aren’t open, honest, transparent and loving towards other Kingdom citizens.
To prevent that, we must stop seeing our beliefs as more important than our relationships. 

If we do have differences in doctrine (and we always will while we prefer the “doctrines of men”) we
must still love being with like-minded believers and enjoy them, despite any differences. Our hearts must
link with them every time we’re together and love must flow out of us towards them. Any reticence in
that is an indication that we have a blockage that needs to be removed.
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(Readers will need to look up for themselves any scriptures alluded to in this document)

1 – “What is Heresy” series      canberraforerunners.org/?page_id=6853#heresy 
2 – Marsha Burns “Small Straws in the Soft Wind” (June 6, 2021)    www.ft111.com/straws2021.htm
3 – SEE:  canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Defiance-is-holding-me-up.jpg 
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