
“You Search the Scriptures…”

This morning I had a scripture dropped into my mind, followed by a message in my spirit as I thought
about it.

Scripture

John 5:39 (NKJV) – You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; 
and these are they which testify of Me. 

Message

“Those who study the Bible today are no different to the religious leaders in Jesus’s day.”

Understanding

The NIV reads: “You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. 
These are the very Scriptures that testify about me”.

Those who study the Bible,  poring over the texts,1 looking for spiritual life today, are like the religious
leaders of the NT. Jesus is the life and it’s him they should have been drawing life from. 

• He is "the Life"2 and his life is passed on to us through Holy Spirit, not by reading words in a book.

• Life only comes from our relationship with him and from drawing life from his presence in our
Internal Kingdom where his Spirit resides.

• He provides us with daily spiritual food.3

• He provides us with daily spiritual liquid refreshment.4

There’s no other way to be spiritually satisfied so that you’re ‘full to the brim’. Scriptures won’t do it.
Bible studies won’t do it. Pulpit teaching won’t do. Only him – he’s The Source5.

Try it. I have. The ‘proof’s in the pudding’.

Note

John 7:38 is also about Jesus being the supply of Living Water: ‘From within him will flow rivers of
living water’ is known as the “Eastern interpretation” following the teaching of Origen, Athanasius, and
the Greek Fathers. However, due to the lack of punctuation in the Koine Greek of the NT, it’s not the only
way to translate the expression. The “We  stern interpretation  ” has Jesus as the source of the living water,
just as the other references in John have it. The New English Translation (NET) and the RSV indicate this
in the way the verse is written in them.

Read the end note on the last page of this document.i
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i –“In addition it is represented by the following Greek texts and translations: KJV, RSV, NASB, 
NA, and UBS. D. A. Carson, John, 322-29, has a thorough discussion of the issues and evidence 
although he opts for the previous interpretation. There is another interpretation possible, however, 
called the “Western interpretation” because of patristic support by Justin, Hippolytus, Tertullian, 
and Irenaeus. Modern scholars who favor this view are Abbott, Beasley-Murray, Bishop, Boismard, 
Braun, Brown, Bullinger, Bultmann, Burney, Dodd, Dunn, Guilding, R. Harris, Hoskyns, Jeremias, 
Loisy, D. M. Stanley, Thüsing, N. Turner, and Zerwick. This view is represented by the translation 
in the RSV margin and by the NEB. It is also sometimes called the “christological 
interpretation” because it makes Jesus himself the source of the living water in v. 38, by 
punctuating as follows: (37b) ἐάν τις διψᾷ ἐρχέσθω πρός με, καὶ πινέτω (38) ὁ πιστεύων εἰς ἐμέ. 
Καθὼς εἶπεν ἡ γραφή, ποταμοὶ ἐκ τῆς κοιλίας αὐτοῦ ῥεύσουσιν ὕδατος ζῶντος. Three crucial 
questions are involved in the solution of this problem: (1) punctuation; (2) determining the 
antecedent of αὐτοῦ (autou); and (3) the source of the scripture quotation. With regard to (1) P66 
does place a full stop after πινέτω (pinetō), but this may be theologically motivated and could have 
been added later. Grammatical and stylistic arguments are inconclusive. More important is (2) the 
determination of the antecedent of αὐτοῦ. Can any other Johannine parallels be found which make 
the believer the source of the living water? John 4:14 is often mentioned in this regard, but unlike 
4:14 the water here becomes a source for others also. Neither does 14:12 provide a parallel. 
Furthermore, such an interpretation becomes even more problematic in light of the explanation 
given in v. 39 that the water refers to the Holy Spirit, since it is extremely difficult to see the 
individual believer becoming the ‘source’ of the Spirit for others. On the other hand, the Gospel of 
John repeatedly places Jesus himself in this role as source of the living water: 4:10, of course, for 
the water itself, but according to 20:22 Jesus provides the Spirit (cf. 14:16). Furthermore, the 
symbolism of 19:34 is difficult to explain as anything other than a deliberate allusion to what is 
predicted here. This also explains why the Spirit cannot come to the disciples unless Jesus “departs”
(16:7). As to (3) the source of the scripture quotation, M. E. Boismard has argued that John is using 
a targumic rendering of Ps 78:15-16 which describes the water brought forth from the rock in the 
wilderness by Moses (“Les citations targumiques dans le quatrième évangile,” RB 66 [1959]: 374-
78). The frequency of Exodus motifs in the Fourth Gospel (paschal lamb, bronze serpent, manna 
from heaven) leads quite naturally to the supposition that the author is here drawing on the account 
of Moses striking the rock in the wilderness to bring forth water (Num 20:8 ff.). That such imagery 
was readily identified with Jesus in the early church is demonstrated by Paul’s understanding of the 
event in 1 Cor 10:4. Jesus is the Rock from which the living water—the Spirit—will flow. Carson 
(see note above) discusses this imagery although he favors the traditional or “Eastern” 
interpretation. In summary, the latter or “Western” interpretation is to be preferred.”
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