By  ADifferent Take On: g

Revelation’s Resurrection and Judgement

While shopping the other day, I had a constant broadside of theology thrown at me by a street evangelist. He
insisted, among many other things, that the book of Revelation is factual, not symbolic. I couldn’t get a
word in edgewise with him because every logical response I gave was immediately countered by a scriptural
rebut. I had to part ways with him because I could see he was so indoctrinated with his evangelical, Futurist
Eschatology, that he would not allow me to present any Kingdom case for an alternative belief. In addition,
he said a number of times, that I’'m listening to the voice of demons when I said that Father speaks to me
about what I should know. According to him, you can only hear from ‘God’! through the scriptures.

Historic Background

From our Kingdom Community’s understanding, we definitely know that a great deal of Revelation is
symbolic because it’s full of metaphorical (picture) language. In addition, as proof of it’s symbolism, the
text interprets it’s symbols in numerous places. Despite its overwhelming symbolism, biblical prophecy
teachers instil in their listeners and readers that a lot of the metaphors are facts about the future.

In addition, these teachers interpret the symbols according to the deciphering system that they subscribe to
and justify it with scripture that they believe ‘proves’ their rendering of the text. Despite their vigorous
adherence to their standard interpretations, we know that the Futurist view of Revelation comes from the
Scofield Bible” which came out early in the 20™ century. Scofield’s annotated Bible has popularized both
Futurism and Dispensationalism® among fundamentalist and evangelical Christians around the world for
over a century.*

Here’s a short piece of background on the Scofield Bible to help your understanding:

“Cyrus Ingerson Scofield was a civil war veteran who came to Christian faith as an adult, later pastoring churches
in Dallas and Massachusetts. Affiliated with D.L. Moody, Scofield later began work on his reférence Bible,

through which he popularized a new system of theological interpretation called “Dispensationalism”, developed
by an Anglo-Irish man named John Nelson Darby. When Scofield’s Bible was published in 1909, at a time of great
expectation about the end of the world, his interpretive matrix took fundamentalism by storm, quickly becoming
one of the best selling Bibles in history. This is the Bible that created “The Thief in the Night”, Hal Lindsay,

Christian Zionism, and Left Behind. In other words, it is the Bible which has dominated a very visible portion of
the Christian imagination for the last 100 years.””

Unfortunately, a lot of evangelical doctrine on the Judgement and the Resurrection has come from this
Futurist Eschatology (named so, because it all happens sometime in the future). You only have to read books
by renowned End Times author, Tim Lahaye,’ to see how Revelation is interpreted through the Futurist lens.

Futurist Eschatology, with its Great Tribulation and Rapture, was not the dominant theology of End Times
before Scofield produced his reference Bible. Historically, the belief before that was either Historist’
Eschatology or Preterist® Eschatology.

Did you get that?

1 — ‘God’: T use this term in inverted commas because ‘God’ is the generic term people use, while I don’t any more. I have an
intimate relationship with the members of the Trinity, so I refer to each of them by name, out of relationship. From my
oneness with them, I collectively refer to them as The Trinity.

2 — en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scofield Reference Bible

3 — en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dispensationalism

4 — en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C. 1. Scofield

5 — Jeremy Rios “Scofield’s Abominable Study Bible” (30-6-2016)

jmichaelrios.wordpress.com/2016/06/30/scofields-abominable-study-bible

6 — SEARCH: www.amazon.com.au/s?k=tim+lahaye&crid=J4RT31SS7YPN&sprefix=tim-+lahaye%2Caps%2C627&ref=nb_sb_noss 1

7 — “A Historist View of Revelation” (13-9-2017)

canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/A-Historist-View-of-Revelation.pdf

8 — “Understanding the Preterist View of Eschatology” (21-10-2024)

canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Understanding-the-Preterist-View-of-Eschatology.pdf
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Christian’s current fear of End Times, which comes from Futurist Eschatology, is a new understanding, not
one given by the Spirit, but by men in recent times. The change which came at the start of the 20™ Century
was a new understanding which believes that the contents of Revelation’s ‘prophecies’® had to fit in with a
new paradigm known as Dispensationalism'’, which is John Darby’s' idea (theory) that ‘God’ does things

throughout history in 1,000-year epochs."

So, the current End Time scenario used to interpret Revelation, based on Futurist Eschatology, is founded on
a mental representation (a thought construct) of how ‘God’ works in human history. The basis for that
method is, therefore, human reasoning, not divine revelation', as it should be. Even though is appears to be
substantiated by ‘proof texts’ in OT prophecy and NT statements, it is pure conjecture — and even though it
appears highly plausible.

In a similar way, Historist Eschatology looks at the past and can ‘see’ what appears to be the fulfilment of
Revelation’s ‘prophecies’ in events in human history. In other words, it’s based on conjecture, just as the
Futurist interpretation does.

Even the Preterist view is based on speculation, not divine revelation. The difference with this
understanding of Revelation is that it fits more closely with the character of the Trinity and what they have
shown us (taught us prophetically and by visitation) about how they work with humanity.

I DOPE0L8 The vital point to take away from this article’s disclose of End

Time beliefs so far is that all three standard views are based on human understanding
and are therefore fallible.

Interpretation Problems

As sons, what we’re meant to believe is what Father teaches us, not the beliefs of people drawn from either
the Bible or from their minds. Biblical study was never meant to be how we were to gain our spiritual
knowledge. In fact, the NT books were original letters (known as epistles) sent by 1% Century writers to
various people in the known world as a method of spiritual explanation and edification. Because distances
were not travelled quickly in those days, like they are in the mechanised 21* Century, visits from teachers
with spiritual authority rarely happened to the dispersed ekk/esias of that time. Writing letters to replace
face-to-face teaching was how teachers were able to encourage the early believers. These documents were
not meant to be the contents of a “holy book”’.

3% 3k Read Kirsten’s article, “The New Testament is Just a Training Tool for Beginners” HERE

In regards to our topic of investigation, what we know about the Resurrection and Judgement found in the
book of Revelation is an interpretation. That means it’s a human understanding of the text, not necessarily
spiritual reality. Anyone can come up with their own ideas on these topics and they may not be logically
criticised.

To help my readers use a better method of interpreting Revelation, I have already produced a presentation
for that.

33k Read my presentation, “Deciphering the Book of Revelation” HERE

9 —NOTE: I've put ‘prophecies’ in inverted commas because I contend that they are really symbols which 1* Century believers could
interpret, rather than prophecies for End Times.
10 — en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dispensationalism
11 — en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John Nelson Darby
12 — SEE: commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ca. 1930_Dispensationalist chart of world_history.jpg
13 — Divine revelation: Father has given a prophetic message that has been tested as genuine. Either that or a prophetic vision, or a visitation
where our King has appeared and instructed a person how to interpret what’s in the book of Revelation.
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A Different Interpretation

As a consequence of what I’ve covered so far, we are free to believe differently to the current understanding
of the Resurrection and Judgement, and that’s without impugnment'* or being seen as a heretic (one who
believes an error).

You see, there’s so much that Christian’s believe as truth that are actually indoctrinated knowledge
(doctrines) on men. These are teachings that they’ve accepted as the only way to see a particular topic, and
which have become their tenets.

So let’s see a different view of the Christian doctrines of the Resurrection and the Judgement, a task we can
do without fear, because we know that much of the existing theologies surrounding these doctrines are
human constructs.

|r Many readers will object to what I have to say in the remainder of this article. Their objections will_:
| come from their acceptance of Futurist Eschatology, but they will quote NT verses to counteract my |
| points. Please be aware that the NT was translated by Christians who saw their existing doctrines within |
L the ancient manuscripts, and unconsciously translated the Koine Greek to support their beliefs. _:

Looking at the English Bible visions of Revelation from a factual perspective of future End Times, they
seem to teach us that when we die, we are resurrected with a glorified body and live in Heaven. Some time
early on in our time in Heaven, we come before the Great White Throne Judgement, where Jesus judges sin
and our lives on Earth. Those who haven’t ‘accepted Jesus’ go straight to Hell when they die. Those ideas
are ‘set in stone’ in Christian doctrine and can’t be changed because they are believed to be incontrovertible
facts.

But...there are other ways of looking at the Resurrection and the Judgement — such as the Preterist view of
eschatology. Preterists actually vary in exactly what they believe because eschatology (and numerous other
doctrines) are based on how NT Greek is interpreted. For example, Frangois du Toit is a Preterist who
translates the NT as it stands, independent of Christian doctrine, as well as from the perspective of Father as
a loving being, not a harsh judge.

3 3% Get a copy of Frangois du Toit’s MIRROR Bible HERE

I believe that the foundation of the Preterist view comes from 2 sources of NT immediacy of the events that
Futurists put into the future.”” These are:

(A) Jesus of Nazareth’s statements in regard to Matthew 24 — Here are some vitally important points that
Jesus made. They are for you to consider as you analyse your own eschatology:

. “How can you [Pharisees], being evil” (Matthew 12:34)
. “You [pharisees] are like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly” (Matthew 23:27)

1
2
3. “Who warned you [Pharisees] to flee from the wrath to come?”” (Luke 3:7)
4

. “this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place” (Matthew 24:34; Mark 13:30;
Luke 21:32)

. “on you [scribes and Pharisees] may come all the righteous blood shed on the earth” (Matthew 23:35)

. “all these things will come upon this generation” (Matthew 23:36)

. “See [scribes and Pharisees]! Your house is left to you desolate” (Matthew 23:38)

o I O W

. “not one stone [of this temple] shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down.” (Matthew
24:2 Mark 13:2)

14 — en.wiktionary.org/wiki/impugnment
15 — “Understanding the Preterist View of Eschatology” (21-10-2024)

canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Understanding-the-Preterist-View-of-Eschatology.pdf
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9. “when will these things be?...Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you” (Matthew 24:3.9)
10.“But when you hear of wars and rumors of wars” (Mark 13:7)

11.“But watch out for yourselves” (Mark 13:9)

12.“So when you see the ‘abomination of desolation’” (Mark 13:14)

13.“But take heed; see, I have told you all things beforehand.” (Mark 13:23)

14.“when you see these things happening, know that it is near—at the doors!” (Mark 13:29)

15.“But before all these things [happen], they will lay their hands on you and persecute you,” (Luke 21:12)

16.“But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation is near” (Luke 21:20)

17.“let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains™ (Luke 21:21; Mark 13:14)
18.“For these are the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled.” (Luke 21:22)

19.“Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws
near.” (Luke 21:28)

20.“when you see these things happening, know that the kingdom of God is near.” (Luke 21:31)

All those statements indicate the imminence of events relating to the Jews, not those which would
come to pass many millennia after Jesus spoke them. The future placement of the events that Jesus
was speaking of is the position the Futurists take, but that’s not logical in light of the above 20
references.

(B) King Jesus’ statements inside Revelation — There are also some vexing statements in Revelation that
relate to the timing of the events contained in the epistle:'®

» What must shortly take place (Revelation 1:1)

* For the time is near (Revelation 1:3)

* [ am coming to you quickly (Revelation 2:16)

* [ am coming quickly (Revelation 3:11)

* The third woe is coming quickly (Revelation 11:14)

* The things which must shortly take place (Revelation 22:6)
* Behold, I am coming quickly (Revelation 22:7)

* For the time is near (Revelation 22:10)

* Behold, I am coming quickly (Revelation 22:12)

* Yes, I am coming quickly (Revelation 22:20)

These statements cannot be satisfactorily explained by Futurists as they concern the immediacy of events
happening.

3 3% For a detailed examination of the Preterist View, read my article HERE

So, if the background timeline for Revelation and for the time post-resurrection is immediacy, then
everything relating to what was predicted between say 35AD and 80AD must occur in the 1% Century.

3¢ 3% See the Full Preterist timeline HERE

NOTE: Partial Preterists still believe in a return of the King, rather than his appearing.

3¢ 3% See the Partial Preterist timeline HERE

16 — “Vexing Statements in Revelation” (12-7-2017)
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Vexing-Statements-in-Revelation.pdf
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Looking at either of those 2 timeline charts, the return of the King and the Judgement occurred in 70 AD
with him coming and finding the Israelite descendants guilty for the 3™ time and punishing them with the
Roman invasion and diaspora. Previous times it was by using the Assyrians (701 BC) and the Babylonians
(587 BC). The Roman invasion ended completely the Israelite classification as ‘The People of God’ and also
of Judaism with it’s sacrificial system. The New Covenant then came into effect after the Jews failure to
embrace their Messiah, whom they killed, after being given around 40 years (a generation) to repent.

The King’s ‘parousia’ is set in 70 AD as this is the correct way to understand that Greek word as an
appearing, not necessarily as pictured metaphorically in Revelation. However, Francois du Toit rightly
explains that his ‘parousia’ has nothing to do with judgement:

“The word parousia speaks of the immediate presence of the Lord. From para, a Preposition
indicating closest possible proximity; intimate connection, and eimi, I am. There is not even a hint of
Judgment or punishment in this word. While there are great and accurate definitions in Strongs,"” please
do not believe everything you read there. “G3952 parousia fiom the Present Participle of G3918
pareimi; a being near, that is, advent; often, return, specifically of Christ to punish Jerusalem, or
finally the wicked.”!? [This is blatant nonsense. ]

The Greek word parousia, occurs 24 times in the N1, and 22 times it wrongly implies a 2nd coming or
coming judgment. Only twice it 1s translated as presence. 2 Cor 10:10, Phil 2:12. Of all the English
translations that I have checked, only the Young's Literal has it correct. What a shame that this word has
been so dramatically twisted over the years.”"®

(Comments taken from THE MIRROR. Copyright © 2012. Used by permission of The Author.)

Notice again that interpretation of scripture is not infallible. It’s done with the human mind, not from
revelation via the Spirit. That then means the idea of a 70 AD appearance of the King and his judgement is
not necessarily what really happened.

What Do We Have?

Are you confused now?

Let me now bring this investigation into perspective.

Currently, as I’ve said, the evangelical theology is this:

* When we die, we are resurrected with a glorified body and live forever in Heaven. Sometime during
our time in Heaven, we come before the ‘Great White Throne of Judgement’, where Jesus judges the
sin in our lives from our activities on Earth. The exception is that those who haven’t ‘accepted Jesus’ go
straight to Hell and are tormented forever.

Now, let me spell out alternatives to that scenario, because the above is based on interpretations of scripture
into English as a third-hand operation. You see, the difficulty for us is that the NT writers had a Hebrew
mindset and understanding, but they wrote in Koine Greek which needed to be translated into modern
English. It’s true that the mechanics of that can be done, however, knowing exactly what the NT writer was
conveying to his 1* Century readers is not always clear.

3% 3% Read my ‘Different Take’ series of articles to really understand this difficulty: HERE

So, here are some alternative understandings of Resurrection and Judgement which are different to the
Futurist view (i.e. standard Evangelical doctrine). These are all valid interpretations of the NT writings, but
they come from outside of the current church doctrine.

17 — Strong’s Concordance www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G3952/parousia.htm
18 — MIRROR BIBLE: Section ‘The word Parousia does not mean 2nd coming’
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Those I’ve listed are unconventional views (and they are numerous) which are here for your consideration.
1. Judgement is a verdict from being assessed — It’s not the process.

2. ‘The Day of the Lord’, ‘The Day of Judgement’, and ‘The Resurrection’ all occurred together at the
end of the Old Covenant in 70 AD."

3. ‘The Day of The Lord’ was the end of the system of Judaism, not an End Time event in the future.

4. “The Judgement’ occurred in 70 AD and was of the Jews for their sin in rejecting YHWH’s offer of the
New Covenant and for rejecting his Messiah (saviour) whom they murdered.

5. “Sin’ has already been judged for all people — That’s what happened with the Cross.
6. ‘The Judgement’ in the future, under the New Covenant, is just for rewards, not sin.

7. The Resurrection for humanity was a spiritual one, not a physical one — That’s the same as the fact
that we all spiritually died “with Christ”.

8. ‘The Resurrection of the Saints’ has already occurred for all humanity — We died when Jesus died and
we were resurrected when he was resurrected.

9. ‘The Resurrection of the Dead’ occurred when Jesus emptied Sheol on ‘The Day of the Lord’ (70 AD).

10. ‘The Judgement’ occurred after Jesus emptied Sheol of the dead on ‘The Day of the Lord’ (70 AD)
where they were separated (‘sheep’ and ‘goats’).

11. Death and Hades being thrown into the Lake of Fire is symbolic, meaning that human death has been
destroyed — That refers to the elimination of the wages of sin for every person (i.e. death).

Now those ideas are vastly different to what we’ve been taught from the pulpit. The whole 11 don’t
necessarily have to be held as true, because they are mostly separate ideas that aren’t necessarily connected.
These ideas exist because we need to understand biblical things covenantally (symbolically from that
system of relationship), not literally.

So, which ones in the list above are true and which aren’t?
The answer is simple: Only the Trinity knows. None of what we believe is real...unless the Spirit tells us
personally what is true (i.e. what’s real, rather than what’s imaginative). That goes just as much for church

doctrine as it does from the alternatives in my list.

Can you see that church doctrine is just that — ‘in-doctrine-ation’. We’ve been indoctrinated into a set of
beliefs (a system of beliefs) that are said to be inerrant and infallible because they’re based on the Bible.

3 3% The MIRROR Study Bible’s commentary sheds a different light on many End Time beliefs: HERE

We Are Released

So with confidence we can now make statements such as this:

“When [ historically would think of the resurrection, it would have been very much focused on what
Jesus did to overcome death, defeat sin, and all of that, but as I have experienced more of what Jesus did,
and my part in it, and the fact that [ was included in it. So when Jesus died, I died. When he was buried, |
was buried. When he was resurrected, I was resurrected. But I'm the same as the whole of mankind in
receiving what happened at the resurrection. It wasn’t just an individual thing, for people, who in the
future, accept what Jesus did on the cross and through the resurrection. It happened as Jesus was

resurrected. ”*
(Permission to quote Mike Parsons received on 20-7-2020)

19 — SEE: Daniel 12
20 — TRANSCRIPT: Mike Parsons “The Power of Resurrection: Our Union with Christ” (20-4-2025) youtu.be/7WfuG1Uqt6Y [0:00-0:58]
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For more in-depth study of the Judgement and Resurrection from a different perspective, do your own
research by checking out these teachings below:

@ 3k 3 Mike Parsons “Judgement and Resurrection: A New Perspective on Revelation” LINK

@ Mike Parsons “The Power of Resurrection: Our Union with Christ” LINK

Q Jonathan Welton “The Art of Revelation” LINK [Amazon]
Q Jonathan Welton “Raptureless” LINK [FREE 1* edition]

Q Jonathan Welton “Raptureless” LINK [Amazon 3™ edition]

Believe It or Not!

The choice is yours

Whatever you choose to believe won't negatively impact Father’s relationship with you

Laurence
19-4-2025
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)

COPYRIGHT
This document is free to copy, republish and distribute, but only ‘as is’. It is free to quote from at length.
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