By  ADifferent Take On: g

The Antichrist

‘The Antichrist’ is now firmly established as part of Christian folklore. It’s even been embedded in our
Western society, just like Heaven and Hell have. But is there a person coming who will be ‘The Antichrist’
with a signature of 666?

The source of this mythical person is 4 verses in the NT, but unfortunately, this is expanded and extrapolated
using biblical prophesy’s picture language (metaphors) from the OT. The composite of all of them are used
to justify the scenario of this personage’s appearance and activity.

But the question is this: Is this all a fabrication to scare believers, or is it a prophetic reality?

Let’s investigate.

The Problem of Translations

Here are the verses used to cement the idea of a specific person who will be known as ‘The Antichrist’:

1 John 2:18 (NKJV) — Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is
coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour

1 John 2:22 (NKIJV) — Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who
denies the Father and the Son.

1 John 4:3 (NKIJV) — and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not
of God. And this 1s the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in
the world.

2 John 1:7 (NKJV) — For many deceivers have gone out info the world who do not contess Jesus Christ
as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.

[NJUUEEE Not all of these verses state “the Antichrist”, but refer to an antichrist spirit, mindset or activity.
That’s a very important point to note: Not all verses refer to a singular person.

Of note also is the fact that the KJV does not use “the Antichrist” in any of those verses.' That means the
staunch belief by those who support the idea of a person known as ‘the Antichrist’ is not firmly based in the
NT teaching of the 1* Century — it’s actually speculation.

Where does the idea of an Antichrist individual actually come from? Where is it spelt out clearly?

The answer is simple: Nowhere, really.

The derivation is in the interpretation of the NT Koine Greek of these verses when it’s translated into
English.

To assist our investigation, it’s important, therefore, to see how other Bible translators handle the verses,
especially 1 John 2:18.

Of the translations in Bible Gateway, only 19 out of 64 (30%) have ‘the Antichrist’.? This means there’s no
hard-&-fast way to translate the expression into English.

1 — SEE: www.biblegateway.com/quicksearch/?quicksearch=antichrist&version=KJV
2 — SEE: www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/1%20John%204%3A3
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Checking out the other verses for the expression ‘The Antichrist’, we find:
* 1 John 4:3 — 35 out of 64 (55%) have ‘the Antichrist’.?
* 1 John 2:22 — 32 out of 64 (50%) have ‘the Antichrist’.*
* 2 John 1:7 — 30 out of 64 (47%) have ‘the Antichrist’.’

The Problem of ‘The’

So where does this translation problem with Greek’s avtixpiotou (‘antichrist’) come from?

The problem resides in the preposition ‘the’.

In the Greek Textus Receptus used to translate the KJV, there is no ‘the’ in front of ‘antichrist’ in all of the
following instances:

1 John 2:18 (x2)
1 John 2:22 (x1)
1 John 4:3 (x1)
2 John 1:7 (x1)

BN Here’s an example of 1 John 2:18 from a KJV-Greek translation (from ‘My Sword’ app on a
Samsung tablet). You can see that there’s no Greek preposition for ‘the’ in front of‘a\nticgist’.

118 Little children G3813, it is G2076 the last G2078 time G5610: and 62532 as G2531 ye have heard G191 that G3754 antichrist G500 shall
come 62064, even 62532 now G3568 are there G1096 many G4183 antichrists G500; whereby G3606 we know G1097 that G3754 it is G2076
the last G2078 time G5610.

However, here are two other translations showing the Greek which do add prepositions or pronoun to the
text, OTI or O:

(1) 1 John 2:22 in the ‘SBL Greek New Testament’ and also the ‘Interlinear Greek-English New
Testament’

22 tic €oTv 6 yevotg &l un 6 dpvovpevog 61t Tnoodg ovk £6TLv 6 YPLoTds; 0LTHC etV O GvTiypiloToc,
O APVOVLEVOC TOV TTOTEPO. KOL TOV IOV.

(2) 1 John 2:18 in the ‘Tyndale House Greek New Testament’

18 Modia, ¢oydatn Gpa £otiv, Kol kabwg nrodcote OTL AvTiYpLoTog Epyetal, Kal viv aviiypiotol moAlol
YeYOvaowy 00sv yivdokopey OTL EGYATN OpO EGTIV.

Either ‘the’ has either been added by the translators of Greek into English, or ‘the’ has been added by the
producers of the Greek documents from ancient codexes (codices). This latter option is often the case
because the original documents written by John (or any other writer in the 1* Century) do not exist, only
iterations (copies) of the original.

BINIPMHEB The NKIV footnote for 1 John 2:18 tells us that ‘the’ — used in the expression ‘the
Antichrist’ — in that verse is missing from (not found in) the NU® manuscripts of the NT used when
translating.’

IV The SBL Greek New Testament footnote for the preposition in 1 John 2:18 tells us this;
“IOANNOU 2:18 that WH Treg NIV ] + the RP”®. This indicates that some translators use ‘that’ and others
use ‘the’.

3 — SEE: www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/1%20John%202%3A18

4 — SEE: www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/1%20John%202%3A22

5 — SEE: www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/2%20John%207

6 — NU stands for either the 26™ edition of the Nestle-Aland Greek New Testament, or The United Bible Society’s 3™ edition.

7 — SEE: www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%202%3 A 18&version=NKJV#en-NKJV-30569

8 — www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%202%3A 18&version=SBLGNT#grc-SBLGNT-7392 [translated by Google]
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Here’s where the issue arises, as it does in other verses — one Greek preposition or pronoun can have a
multitude of meanings.

One relatively (sometimes demonstrative) pronoun can be translated “who, which, what, that:
--one, (an-, the) other, some, that, what, which, who(-m, -se)””®

W pros (npog), a preposition of direction, can be translated:

“forward to, i.e. toward (with the genitive case, the side of, 1.e. pertaining to; with the dative case, by the
side of, i.e. near to; usually with the accusative case, the place, time, occasion, or respect, which is the
destination of the relation, i.e. whither or for which it is predicated):--about, according to , against, among,
at, because of, before, between, (where-)by, for, X at thy house, in, for intent, nigh unto, of, which pertain
fo, that, to (the end that), X together, to (you) -ward, unto, with(-in). In the comparative case, it denotes
essentially the same applications, namely, motion towards, accession to, or nearness at.” "

So, the meaning of a statement can easily change depending on the preposition’s or pronoun’s conversion to
a single English one.

See the problem in finding a single word that might probably convey what the 1% Century writer was
wanting to state?

The Problem of Interpretation

The myth of an Antichrist, a person of extreme evil, is based on interpretation, not just about of having ‘the’
inserted when translating the Greek. This interpretation comes from, and is propagated by, a theology of
End Times known as Futurist Eschatology (AKA Christian Futurism).'' This theology emerged in the 1800s
with Samuel R. Maitland'? and John Nelson Darby'®, and was popularized by the Scofield Reference Bible'
in the very early 20™ Century. You see, all proponents of biblical prophecy (as they call themselves) ‘see’
certain things in the picture language of the OT and the NT, and then regard their interpretation of the Greek
and the Hebrew as the most accurate rendition of what the writers — and Holy Spirit — were wanting to say
to the people of ancient times.

To help understand this bias towards a person known as ‘The Antichrist’, read the verses in the letters
(epistles) of John in a different translation. In this version they’ve been translated from the perspective of
the Kingdom and of Father’s character, not from theologian’s and bible teacher’s ideas. The quotes are from
the Mirror translation (Author’s comments are in grey):

1 John 2:18 (MIRROR) — Children, this is the completeness of time; the revelation of Christ brings
finality and closure to the hour; which makes the anti-Christ system now more apparent than ever; just as
1t was rumored. There are many who have positioned themselves against the Christ; blatantly opposing
grace; this confirms that time has reached its most extreme context. The days of confiision between two
opposing systems are over.

(See John 1:17 Against the stark backdrop of the law, with Moses representing the condemned state of
mankind, Jesus Christ unveils grace and truth.)

1 John 2:21-23 (MIRROR) — My writing to you is not to question your perception of the truth, but to
endorse 1t. No form of deception can possibly coexist with truth. Deception just cannot see that Jesus is
the Christ. The anti-Christ system contradicts both the Father and the Son. You cannot have the one
without the other. To reject the one is to reject the other. What you say about the Son, immediately
reflects your opinion of the Father.

(The word, homologeo, from homo, ‘the same’, and 1ego, ‘to speak’.)

9 — www.bibletools.org/index.cfim/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G3739/orcheomai.htm
10 — www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G4314/pros.htm

11 — en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Futurism_(Christianity)

12 — Maitland was librarian to the Archbishop of Canterbury around 1827 en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Futurism_(Christianity)#History
13 — en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John Nelson Darby

14 — en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scofield Reference Bible
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1 John 4:3 (MIRROR) — No so-called “spiritual revelation” that fails to communicate the revelation of
the incarnation of Jesus Christ, is of God. This is the anti-Christ spirit that you have heard of and even
now witness in the world. Any idea that Jesus Christ is not the incarnate word of God, does not originate
in God but is the typical pseudo mindset of the spirit of this fallen cosmic system.

(The Latin rendering from the 2nd century reads, “No spirit that would separate the human Jesus from
the divine Christ, is of God.”)

1 John 4:4 (MIRROR) — My darling children, you have nothing to fear; do not doubt for a moment the
legitimacy of your sonship. You originate in God and have already conquered the worldly religious
system because of the unveiling of Christ in you. His living presence in you is far superior to the futile
anti-Christ mindsets present in the world.

Now you should be able to see that the use of ‘The Antichrist’ by proponents of Futurist Eschatology have
produced a mythical person out of just one or two verses, which only appear in around 30%-50% of English
translations.

The main reason for dismissing their claim on the grounds of John’s letters is that the text can be translated
numerous different ways. Logically, then, a person can’t be dogmatic that there definitely will be an
Antichrist in the future — it’s actually only speculation.

Conclusion

To dogmatically state that John’s letters prove the existence of a future Antichrist figure is illogical. Our
investigation above shows that such a belief is ‘clutching at straws’, and should be firmly rejected.

~NTAT AT AN AT AN~

Delving Deeper

[References used in this section are Jonathan Welton’s “Raptureless " (chapter 6) and Steve Wohlberg’s “End Time Delusions” (section 3)]

There’s more we need to check out on this topic because proponents of an Antichrist character support this
idea using scriptures from diverse parts of the Bible. I believe their use of these as proof is pure inference,
as there are other ways of interpreting these additional scriptures, especially in the light of the history of
biblical times. That’s why we’ll need to address these verses, in addition to the ones we’ve already looked
at.

John’s Letters

John wrote his first letter to the 1* Century believers to expose the cultic belief of Gnosticism which had
taken hold of many of them. Reading the whole book in context, rather than a few verses mentioning ‘The
Antichrist’ will make this proposition quite clear. Gnostics believed that Jesus of Nazareth was an ethereal
spirit being, not a human being. This was based on the Gnostic teaching that the spirit realm was good, but
the physical/emotional realms were evil. Extrapolating from that, they believed that The Son of God could
not have come to Earth in the physical body of a man because his flesh would have made him evil, not
g00d." That’s why John started off by stating in John 1:14, “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of
grace and truth.”

John was an eyewitness of Jesus’ humanity, and his claim was that those who didn’t believe that he was a
real man with a physical body are against him (against the Christ, i.e. anti-Christ), calling them antichrist.
He also declared that an antichrist spirit was at work among the believers of his day to destroy the work that
Jesus accomplished from taking root around the world.

15 — Not the 1* edition [free version]
new-creation.info/files/downloads/books/Jonathan_Welton-Raptureless-1st_Edition-Online Version-cropped.pdf
16 — David Christie-Murray “A History of Heresy” (Oxford University Press, 1976) p:22, 25 LINK [sample p:13-21]
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When John wrote that the antichrist is coming, he was referring to the false teachers with the antichrist
spirit, whom Jesus warned would come to destroy what he had accomplished. These divisive heretics were
the Gnostics, the Judaizers and the Nicolatians. When John wrote, “This is how we know it is the last hour”
— referring to the warning Jesus gave in Matthew 24 for the destruction of Jerusalem, its temple and its
people — was close at hand.

Here’s what we really learn from John’s letters (courtesy of Steve Wohlberg):
“l John 2:18—The early Christians had heard that antichrist was coming.
1 John 2.:18—Even now there are many antichrists.
1 John 2:18—This is evidence that the last time has come.
1 John 2:19—These many antichrists “went out from us.”
1 John 2:.22—Anyone who denies the Father and the Son is antichrist.
1 John 2:26—These antichrists are trying to seduce us away fiom Jesus Christ.
1 John 4:3—There is a spirit of antichrist.
1 John 4.3—The spirit of antichrist denies Jesus Christ has come in the flesh.
1 John 4:3—The spirit of antichrist 1s already in the world.
1 John 4:4—True Christians must overcome every form of antichrist,
1 John 4.6—The spirit of antichrist 1s the spirit of error.
2 John 7—There are many deceivers and antichrists in the world.

2 John 9—To overcome these antichrists, Christians must abide in the doctrine of Christ.”"

Clearly, John was writing about those who deny that Jesus was the Messiah (the ‘Christ’, in Latin), giving
them the title of antichrist, specifically the Gnosticism in the 1% century Church.
Daniel’s Visitation

Modern proponents of ‘the Antichrist’ use Daniel chapter 9 to get a lot of their ideas about the activity
surrounding him, although they are not confirmed anywhere else in the Bible. Such things include:

1. The Temple in Jerusalem has to be rebuilt (on the Dome of the Rock where a Mosque stands today)
2. A functioning priesthood has to be reinstated.

3. Animal sacrifice has to recommence in the new Temple.

4. He makes a covenant with the whole world for 3% years.

5. He enters the temple, sits there as God, and brings an end to animal sacrifice.

These conjecturers'® ignore the obvious alignment of these prophecies with the life and work of Jesus, the
“Anointed one” (i.e. Messiah), which has to be radically changed to fit the Antichrist scenario. As well,
there’s no mention of an Antichrist figure in Daniel 9.

Interestingly, commentaries written prior to the 1830s support the notion that the passage in Daniel 9 is
about Jesus, not ‘The Antichrist’. Matthew Henry writes this about it, “We have here the answer that was
immediately sent to Daniel’s prayer, and it is a very memorable one, as it contains the most illustrious
prediction of Christ and gospel-grace that is extant in all the Old Testament. If John the Baptist was the
morning-star, this was the day-break to the Sun of righteousness, the day-spring from on high.”"

Paul’s Letter
Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians is also used to build the facade of ‘The Antichrist’. Here’s what is used:

2 Thessalonians 2:3 (NIV) — Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until
the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction.

17 — Steve Wohlberg (2004) “End Time Delusions” chapter 7

18 — www.oed.com/dictionary/conjecturer_n

19 — Matthew Henry (1706) “Matthew Henry Complete Commentary on the Whole Bible” [Daniel 9]
www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/matthew-henry-complete/daniel/9.html
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[NJJUTEB The Term ‘lawlessness’ is replaced by ‘sin’ in some ancient manuscripts used in translation.*

From this verse proponents of ‘The Antichrist’ develop the idea that he is none other than Paul’s lawless
man of sin. However, this person was one who was alive at the time of his writing the letter in around
S50AD.

The background to the correct understanding of this teaching from Paul is “the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ”, which was referring to his judgement of the Jews and the destruction of Jerusalem in 70AD. The
Thessalonians had thought that this had already happened and that they’d missed out, but it was ‘just around
the corner’. The rebellion of this man hadn’t yet occurred, but, as the Temple was still standing, it was
imminent.

Paul gives further details about this man:

2 Thessalonians 2:4 (NIV) — He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or
1s worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God'’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God.

Is there a man of those times who best fits the identity of the lawless man? Yes, John Levi of Gischala®'. He
was the main rebel who brought about the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD.

Roman records, produced by Josephus® in Jerusalem at the time, describe John Levi as an unscrupulous
man who persuaded many that God had sent him to liberate their people from the Romans. He set himself
up there as their Messiah, claiming god-hood when he took over the Temple. He then looted the Temple of
it’s valuable items and stopped animal sacrifices from continuing. He burnt all the city’s food stores by faith,
claiming that he would miraculously deliver them from the Romans. As the city was closed to the attackers,
the ensuing loss of food caused a famine which killed many thousands of Jews through starvation. He also
enlisted the aid of Idumeans®, who killed all the priests and many thousands of the people as well.
Eventually, the Roman General Titus sacked the city and destroyed the Temple.

This identifying the lawless one as John Levi is confirmed in Paul’s statement here:

2 Thessalonians 2:5-7 (NIV) — Don’t you remember that when I was with you [ used to tell you these
things? And now you know what is holding him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time. For
the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds i1t back will continue to do
so till he is taken out of the way.

How so? Josephus recorded that the high priest Ananus was the one who held back the Romans until he was
killed. Ananus was skilled in diplomacy, and was able to negotiate peace treaties with Rome many times in
the past. He literally restrained the full-scale rebellion that John Levi was wanting to accomplish. That’s
why Paul referred to “the one who restrained, who must be taken out of the way”. Josephus noted that as
soon Ananus was killed, the destruction of Jerusalem began.

John’s Revelation

Revelation contains two characters which are both referred to with the title of ‘Beast’. Chapter 13’s ‘Beast’
has been known throughout church history as representing the 1* Century Roman Empire. Chapter 17’s
‘Beast’ has been known throughout church history as representing Nero, the Roman Emperor. Those
assignments to the 1* Century empire and ruler are very sensible explanations seeing that John’s letter was
written to believers of that time.

CIEJEAE =B Revelation was written as a record of a number of visions which were presented in picture
language types of images. This was then sent out as a coded message which only believers of that time

20 — www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Thessalonians%202%3 A3 &version=NIV#en-NIV-29665

21 — en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_of Gischala

22 — en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josephus

23 — There were Edomites who settled during the Persian period in an area from the southern hills of Judea down to the area north of Be'er
Sheva.
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could interpret.

Nero can be deciphered from the text as one of the seven kings (rulers), here:

Revelation 17:10 (NIV) — 7They are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come;
but when he does come, he must remain for only a little while.

I’ve listed these Roman emperors in previous articles,? but I’ll outline them here as well:

*“Five have fallen...”
(1) Julius Caesar (49-44 BC)
(2) Augustus (27 BC-14 AD)
(3) Tiberius (14-37 AD)
(4) Caligula (37-41 AD)
(5) Claudius (41-54 AD)
*“Oneis...”
(6) Nero (54-68 AD)
* “[One] remain for only a little while.”
(7) Galba (June 68 AD-January 69 AD) [a six-month rule]

This list of Roman emperors fits in perfectly with the sequence in John’s letter (Revelation) which was
written around 68 AD. Why would a person look for any other explanation for who the message was
referring to — it all “fits like a glove’.

R.C.Sproul provides more information, writing like this about Nero:

“Tacitus...spoke of Nero’s “cruel nature” that “put to death so many innocent men.” Roman naturalist
Pliny the Elder...described Nero as “the destroyer of the human race” and “the poison of the world.”
Roman satirist Juvenal...speaks of “Nero’s cruel and bloody tyranny.”...Apollonius of Tyana...
specifically mentions that Nero was called a “beast”...””

How is the ‘Beast’ number 2 a reference to the Roman Empire? Here’s the passage:

Revelation 13:1-4 (NIV) — ... And [ saw a beast coming out of the sea. It had...seven heads....One of the
heads of the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, but the fatal wound had been healed. The whole
world was filled with wonder and followed the beast. People worshiped the dragon because he had given
authority to the beast, and they also worshiped the beast and asked, “Who is like the beast? Who can
wage war against 1t?”’

Knowing Nero is the first ‘Beast’, the Roman Empire can easily be discerned from that point using the
above reference. Nero committed suicide in 68 AD and ended the line of Julio-Claudian®® emperors. His
death and the short reigns after that caused upheavals for Rome, ‘wounding’ the Roman empire so that it
appeared it wouldn’t recover.

* Those short reigns were: Galba (68-69 AD); Otho (69 AD); Vitellius (69 AD)

Emperor Vespasian (69-80 AD) & Titus, brought more stability to the empire, establishing the Flavian®’
dynasty of rulers. So, instead of the ‘Beast’ (i.e. the Roman empire) dying, it recovered.

We can now state that these ‘Beast’ personages in Revelation do not relate to a forthcoming ‘ Antichrist’, but
are entities from history.

24 — “CHALLENGE-Revelation Was Written Before 70AD” (7-2-2021)
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/CHALL ENGE-Revelation-Was-Written-Before-70AD.pdf
“A Historist View of Revelation” (13-9-2017)  canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/A-Historist-View-of-Revelation.pdf
25 — R.C. Sproul (2000) “The Last Days According to Jesus” (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2000) p:186-187.
26 — en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julio-Claudian_dynasty
27 — en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flavian dynasty
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I The Problem of the Date for the Writing of Revelation

: Some object to Nero and the Roman Empire being the symbols for the two ‘Beasts’ in Revelation
| because they attribute the writing of John’s letter (The Book of Revelation) to a later date, subsequent to
| the death of Nero.?® There can be no definitive answer to the original date of Revelation’s writing as it
I wasn’t documented at the time of writing. So therefore, their objection is a mute one. ]

gy gy

Final Conclusion

There’s absolutely no indication in the OT or the NT that ‘the Antichrist’ is predicted to appear sometime in
the future with a one-world government which brings chaos and death. Those who propagate this idea are
committed to futurist Eschatology, with ‘The Antichrist’ being part of the mythical story.

Incidentally, many people have been thought to be the Antichrist throughout history, but none of them
turned out to be so.

» Check out one person’s list of these purported ‘Antichrists’ LINK

Believe It or Not!

The choice is yours

Whatever you choose to believe won't negatively impact Father’s relationship with you

Steve Wohlberg “End Time Delusions” LINK [FREE]
Q Jonathan Welton “Raptureless” LINK [FREE]

Q Jonathan Welton “The Art of Revelation” LINK

Laurence
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