
The Beast and the False Prophet
(This article is a summary of David J. Heintzman’s video teaching) 1

When we read about the Beast and the False Prophet in Revelation, it’s very easy to picture them as a 
person. This is the same mental manipulation that causes us to think that the Antichrist is a person also.

I investigated the term ‘antichrist’ previously, and ended up with the following conclusions:2

1. The term ‘antichrist’ represents a spiritual force of evil, or the work of the enemy, which is anti-
christ (against Christ). It’s not a person.

2. To dogmatically state that the records of John’s vision proves the existence of a future Antichrist  
figure is illogical. Our investigation showed that such a belief is ‘clutching at straws’, and should be 
firmly rejected.

3. There’s absolutely no indication in the OT or the NT that ‘the Antichrist’ is predicted to appear  
sometime in the future with a one-world government which brings chaos and death. Those who 
propagate this idea are committed to Futurist Eschatology, with ‘The Antichrist’ being part of the 
mythical story.

Having shown that the Antichrist isn’t a person, but something spiritual, it’s best that we check for the real  
meaning behind the Beast and the False Prophet. This task will either cement as fact the teaching of Futurist  
Eschatology, or it will unmask it as a fraud – albeit, not a deliberate one. While we’re at it, we’ll also check 
to see what the symbol ‘the Devil’ really means.

The Beast

This symbol is mentioned quite a bit in Revelation, so it’s 
important  that  we  decipher  it  correctly  because  it’s  a 
significant entity.

In the description of the Beast we find that it:3

• is scarlet in colour,

• has seven heads and tails,4

• has seven crowns on its horns,5

• has a healed-up head wound on one of its heads,6

• has a mark, a name and a number,7

• equates to seven mountains, which are the seven heads,8

• has a woman sitting on the seven mountains,9

• has this woman dressed in scarlet and having a cup full of abominations and filthy fornications,10

• is also associated with seven kings (Five of which have fallen, one is, and the other is yet to come. And 

1 – David J. Heintzman (7-5-2025) “Tormented in the Lake of Fire? The Devil, Beast, and False Prophet”
      www.youtube.com/watch?v=V17YcRuEzuQ 
2 – “A Different Take On: The Antichrist” (22-7-2025)
        canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/A-Different-Take-On-The-Antichrist.pdf 
3 –  IMAGE:  Jim  Padgett  commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Book_of_Revelation_Chapter_13-1_(Bible_Illustrations_by_Sweet_Media).jpg 
        © Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0  [FREE to use]
4 –  Revelation 13:1
5 –  Revelation 13:1
6 –  Revelation 13:3
7 –  Revelation 13:7
8 –  Revelation 17:9
9 – Revelation 17:9
10 –  Revelation 17:3,4
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when he comes, he must continue a short time),11

• is actually one of these kings – the eight one,

• is provided with no kingdom (no power), as are all of the ten kings (horns),12

• and finally destroys the woman (i.e. as the ten kings).13

Wow!

With all that symbolic clutter associated with the Beast, it’s obvious that it can’t represent a person. That 
aside, we need to deal with all the points in the list above so we can understand what the Beast is actually a 
symbol of. As the Beast fits all those listed symbolic items, so we must come up with a solution that all 12  
points agree with.

To unravel the meaning of the Beast, the book of Daniel is a useful deciphering tool as the two books are 
symbolically linked. In one of Daniel’s visions, there was a beast with ten horns.14 There were three other 
beasts,  giving a  menagerie  of  a  leopard,  bear  and lion,  just  like  those in  Revelation. 15 That  aside,  the 
similarity with the two visions isn’t what’s important here. The important point for our investigation is that  
Daniel provides us with an interpretation of the beasts in his vision.16

Daniel is told that the 4th beast will be the fourth kingdom on the Earth.17 That definitely shows that the beast 
isn’t a person, but a nationalistic domain of power.

Beast = Kingdom

It’s generally understood that the other three of Daniel’s beasts in his vision are also kingdoms. They are the 
successive empires of Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece. Along with Rome (the 4 th one), this mirrors the 
King Nebuchadnezzar’s vision of the golden statue.18

As beasts symbolically represent kingdoms, there should be no reason to interpret any symbolic beast in the 
Bible as anything else other than a kingdom, even in Revelation.

The twelve points describing the Beast (above) must also be able to be linked to a kingdom (empire) to 
logically unravel it’s meaning. The best empire to fit the Beast is Rome, but I’ll leave you to work out how 
that fits. Suffice to say, Daniel’s 4th beast represents the Roman empire.

Interestingly, from Daniel, we can also decipher what being cast into the Lake of Fire actually means for the  
Beast. Daniel’s beast had it’s “judgement set”19 and “they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to 
destroy it unto the end.”20  That is the interpretation of Daniel’s beast which he described as being slain, its 
body  destroyed,  and  then  thrown  into  the  burning  flame  (fire).  This  is  paralleled  with  the  Beast  of 
Revelation where the judgement was set and it was cast into the Lake of Fire.21 

Fire & torment = elimination of the Kingdom

In the end, God’s Kingdom takes away the dominion of all other kingdoms – they are entirely eliminated 
(“destroyed unto the end”).

IMPORTANT: As the Beast is not a person, it can’t actually be tormented in the Lake of Fire.22

11 –  Revelation 17:10
12 – Revelation 17:12
13 – Revelation 17:16
14 – Daniel 7:7
15 – Revelation 13:1-2
16 – Daniel 7:17-28
17 – Daniel 7:23
18 – Daniel 2
19 – Daniel 7:10, 26
20 – Daniel 7:26
21 – Revelation 19:20
22 – Revelation 20:10
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The False Prophet

The interpretive method we used for the Beast in Revelation can also be applied 
to uncover the identity of the False Prophet, a second beast.23

The False prophet is described as:24

• having two horns like a lamb,25

• speaking like a dragon,

• having the power of the Beast,

• And having the power to cause every person to worship the Beast.

What do we uncover about this beast?

• First, it’s a beast – beast = kingdom – so it’s not a person.

• Secondly, it was cast into the fire, which means it was eliminated as a kingdom.

• It’s a kingdom working against the Kingdom of God.

There’s no other information that we can reasonably know about the False Prophet. Anything about how this 
kingdom is connected to the kingdom which the Beast symbolises, is unknown.

The Dragon

Yes, we can’t forget the dragon in this investigation.

It seems simple to equate the Dragon in Revelation with a single being, 
the Devil (Lucifer), rather than a kingdom of the type we’ve seen above. 
But,  the  Devil  being  tormented  in  the  Lake  of  Fire  is  the  symbol 
commensurate with eliminating a kingdom.26 So what/who is it/he?

This dragon has seven heads and ten horns,27 but it’s also identified as 
‘that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan’.28 This is the same title of 
the dragon that was to be thrown into the Lake of Fire in a later chapter.29

More unmasking comes at  the start  of  the book of Revelation where King Jesus states concerning the 
ekklesia in Pergamos30 (Pergamum, Pergamon) that the “seat of Satan” is located there and it’s the place 
“where Satan dwells”.31 So was Satan’s throne located in that city in the 1st Century? Is that where Satan 
lived?

Pergamos in ancient times was the headquarters of the cult of emperor worship, with a temple dedicated to  
Caesar Augustus of Rome being built there around 29 BC.32 Satan in this context seems to be connected 
with pagan worship of the rulers, the nemesis of the first believers.

As the dragon has multiple heads and horns, we know that symbolises kings. On that count, however, many 
scholars agree that the heads and horns are signifying the pagan Roman empire, not Beelzebub. The empire 
and its rulers were the ones who actively persecuted and killed the early believers for Satan.

23 – Revelation 13:11-18
24 – Revelation 13:11-18
25 – GRAPHIC: commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Above,_the_heads_of_a_Cretan_sheep_and_an_Iceland_sheep;_bel_Wellcome_V0020894.jpg 
        Peter Mazell (This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license.) [FREE to use]
26 – GRAPHIC: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Icones_Revelationum_14_(Gerard_de_Jode).jpg 
        Gerard de Jode [Public Domain]
27 – Revelation 12:3
28 – Revelation 12:9
29 – Revelation 20:10
30 – Πέργαμος
31 – Revelation 2:13
32 – “The Temple of Trajan in Pergamon”    turkisharchaeonews.net/object/temple-trajan-pergamon 
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Finally, in the context of highly symbolic Revelation as a whole, the throwing of an individual (Satan) into a 
Lake of Fire to be tormented forever, doesn’t align with the deciphering we’ve used so far. The picture we 
get from a Kingdom perspective when we decode the symbolism of the Dragon, Beast and False Prophet, is  
the existence of evil kingdoms in opposition to the Kingdom of God. In effect, these kingdoms were doing 
Satan’s work to try to stamp out the manifestation of the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth at its genesis. In the  
end, though, these 1st century kingdoms (and others since then) will be eliminated by King Jesus’ Kingdom, 
as Revelation shows. That will most likely take place when the Restoration of All Things is complete.

The Dragon, Beast and False Prophet of Revelation are most probably kingdoms of power in 
the 1st Century, along with their rulers. The most likely candidate for all three is the Roman 
empire and its emperors.

Listen to David present his teaching yourself to provide a better understanding of this topic:

David J. Heintzman “Tormented in the Lake of Fire? The Devil, Beast, and False Prophet”  LINK

The choice is yours

Whatever you choose to believe won't negatively impact Father’s relationship with you

See my investigation into what the Lake of Fire really is → HERE

►►My archived teaching articles are HERE & HERE ◄◄

Laurence
6-1-2026
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)
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