
A Different Take On: The Key of David
The Key of David has been used incorrectly by bible teachers,  especially these days,  with Futurist  
Eschatology  and  Biblical  Prophecy  being  a  strong  focus  in  evangelical  Christianity.  A  proper 
understanding will help us shy away from fallacious theology, hence the reason for this article.

The expression ‘The Key of David’ appears twice in scripture, one in the OT and the other in the NT.  
The OT instance was in a prophecy about Jerusalēm, and appears like this:

Isaiah 22:20-24 (NKJV) – “Then it shall be in that day, that I will call my servant Eliakim the son of  
Hilkiah  1; I will clothe him with your robe and strengthen him with your belt; I will commit your  
responsibility into his hand. He shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalēm and to the house of  
Judah. The key of the house of David I will lay on his shoulder; so he shall open, and no one shall  
shut; and he shall shut, and no one shall open. I will fasten him as a peg in a secure place, and he will  
become a glorious throne to his father’s house. ‘They will hang on him all the glory of his father’s  
house, the offspring and the posterity, all vessels of small quantity, from the cups to all the pitchers.”  

‘Laying’ the Key of David on Eliakim’s shoulders is obviously a metaphor, and shouldn’t be taken 
literally.

To get a clearer understanding of what YHWH was saying about Jerusalēm, a look at the following 
version  will  provide  the  insight.  (NOTE:  Text  in  grey  are  the  translator's  inline  comments  and 
explanations):

Isaiah 22:20-24 (Expanded Bible) – “At that time [ In that day] I will call for my servant Eliakim son  
of Hilkiah. I will take your robe and put it on him and give him [tie around him; or strengthen him  
with] your belt  [sash]. I will hand over to him the important job you have [your authority], and he 
will be like a father to the people [inhabitants] of Jerusalēm and the family [ house] of Judah. I will  
put the key to the house of David [a sign of authority, indicating access to the king; Rev. 3:7] around 
his neck. If he opens a door, no one will be able to close it; if he closes a door, no one will be able to  
open it. I will make him like a peg that is hammered into a strong board [a symbol of strength]. He 
will be like an honored chair in  [or throne of honor for] his father’s house. All the honored and  
important things of his family [glory of the house of his father] will depend on him [or be given to  
him;  hang on him;  continuing the “peg” imagery in v. 23, meaning either honor or responsibility]; all  
the adults and little children will depend on him [its offspring and offshoots]. They will be like bowls  
and jars hanging on him […all the small utensils, from the bowls to the jars].”

In essence, the prophecy says that YHWH was going to replace Shebna as manager of the palace with 
Eliakim. Shebna will be forcibly removed and the authority that he had in the management of Jerusalēm 
will pass to Eliakim. He will then have the highest authority in the land, being subject only to the king.

The second instance is in the NT and refers TO the a description of King Jesus:

Revelation 3:7 (NKJV) – “And to the angel 2 of the church in Philadelphia write, ‘These things says  
He who is holy, He who is true, He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and  
shuts and no one opens.”

The description used in that verse is quoting Isaiah, and indicates that Jesus, the King of Kings and Lord  
of Lords, has full authority, like Eliakim, but for him it’s in the spiritual realm. Why spiritual? This  
description was received under the New Covenant (NC), and so, it is spiritual in nature and has no  
connection with the OT prophecy for Jerusalēm of that day.

Some believe that  the Key indicates  his  succession to  King David and his  rulership over  the New 
Jerusalēm. As one writer explains it:

1 – Isaiah 36:3, 11, 22; 37:2; 2 Kings. 18:18, 26, 37
2 – Or ‘messenger’
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“A key indicates control or authority; therefore, having the Key of David would give one control of  
David’s domain,  i.e.,  Jerusalēm, the City of  David,  and the kingdom of Israēl.  The fact  that,  in  
Revelation 3:7, Jesus holds this key shows that He is the fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant 3, the 
ruler of the New Jerusalēm, and the Lord of the kingdom of heaven.” 4

Other’s believe that the Key indicates that King Jesus controls our access to Father. As the Expanded  
Bible states:

Revelation 3:7 (Expanded Bible) – …“This is what the One who is holy and true, who holds the key  
of David  [ the resurrected Jesus; holding the key of David signifies access to the king; Is. 22:22],  
says. When he opens a door, no one can close it. And when he closes it, no one can open it  [Jesus 
controls access to God].”

But, is that what is really being conveyed to the believers in Philadelphia? Let’s look at the MIRROR 
translation to get an understanding from a non-theological, but Kingdom perspective. (NOTE: Again, 
text in grey are the translator's inline comments and explanations):

Revelation 3:7 (MIRROR) – “…I am the Holy and True One. I hold the key of David as prophesied  
in Isaiah 22:22. Yes, I unlock‡ the mysteries of the heavenly dimension and no one can shut the door.  
And I lock the entrance and none (of the old mindsets) can access it.” (… ‡-The word anoigo from 
ana ‘upward’ and agoo, ‘to lead’. Also Ezekiel 34:23: ‘Then I will place one shepherd over them, 
my servant David, and he will take care of them and be their shepherd.’)5

To fully understand the use of The Key of David in this verse, we need to look at what else King Jesus is  
saying to the people of Philadelphia in his discourse to John:

Revelation 3:8 (NKJV) – “I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, 6and no one 
can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept my word, and have not denied my name.”

The Key of David, therefore, is about the door that the King has opened for 1 st Century believers (and 
also for us). NOTE: Checking the context is always import when wanting to understand what someone 
has written. 

Here it is in the MIRROR to get a better flow of the context:

Revelation 3:8 (MIRROR) – “I am fully aware of your efforts in doing the work of the ministry. I 
want you to see something,  I have† given you a doorway right in front of you that has been fully 
opened into the heavenly dimension. Nothing can possibly close it again. Even when you had very 
little strength you have treasured my word and have not contradicted my name. (†-‘I have given you’, 
dedoka, Perfect Active Indicative of didomi, denotes an action that has been completed in the past 
and the results of the action are continuing on in this moment, in full effect. Revelation 4:1 - ‘I want 
you to see something. Oh wow. What I see takes my breath away. A wide-open door in the heavenly 
realm. The first thing I heard was this voice addressing me. It was distinct and clear like the sound of 
a trumpet; it captured my attention, inviting me to enter. “Come up here and I will show you how 
everything coincides with what you have already seen”.’)7

So, there you have it. King Jesus opens a door into the spirit realm for us to access Heaven. We’re free to 
ascend because we have Father’s authority as sons to have access, and no one can deny us. Heaven is the 
place where we’re seated and it’s from there that we can impact the natural realm. This is NOW, not in 
some future time that we have to wait for. That access will never be closed again, because it’s where we 
were meant to operate in the original plan of Father for humanity.

~:~:~:~:~:~:~

3 – Got Answers (???) “Davidic Covenant”   www.gotquestions.org/Davidic-covenant.html 
4 – Got Answers (???) “What is the Key of David?”    www.gotquestions.org/key-of-David.html 
5 – Scripture taken from THE MIRROR. Copyright © 2012. Used by permission of The Author. Mirror Bible:  www.mirrorword.net
6 – NU, M which no one can shut   www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%203&version=NKJV#en-NKJV-30755 
7 – Scripture taken from THE MIRROR. Copyright © 2012. Used by permission of The Author. Mirror Bible:  www.mirrorword.net
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Improper Uses

(1) Wrong Implication

Some Bible  enthusiasts  have  read  more  into  The  Key  of  David  than  should  be.  This  is  always  a 
weakness when using the Bible as the source of all spiritual knowledge (AKA sola scriptura)8, instead of 
ascending or communicating with Father to get our knowledge from him. 

Such a case of improper use occurs with The Philadelphia Church of God9, a splinter group from the 
Worldwide Church of God10, which came from the Christian Identity Movement11 via Armstrongism12. 
Their chief ‘prophet’, Gerald Flurry, produces a television program called ‘Key of David’ and wrote a 
booklet with the same title.

His theology is summarized in this article:

“Flurry is founder and pastor of the Philadelphia Church of God. His interpretations of Scripture  
include the twisting of many biblical prophecies and a reading of many other passages as being  
secretly  prophetic.  Flurry  has  a  special  interest  in  Revelation 3:7-13,  the  letter  to  the  church at  
Philadelphia (the ancient city located in modern-day Turkey). Flurry claims that the “key of David”  
held by Christ is “the profound understanding he wants all of us to have” 13, which will lead to special  
“positions of authority”  14 in the New Jerusalēm. Flurry claims that the letter is a vision of what  
Christians of our time are to do, but that “  only a small percentage”  15 will understand this great  
vision, qualify to receive the special authority, and share the throne of David with Jesus.

Another major component of Flurry’s beliefs is the claim that Great Britain and the United States of  
America (meaning their Caucasian, Anglo-Saxon citizens) are descended from the “lost” tribes 16  of  
Israēl. As Israēlites (he says), we are uniquely qualified to hold authority in the Kingdom and create  
the spiritual Israēl 17. This belief in Anglo-Israelism 18 has no basis in fact.” 19

The proof of restricted access to what our King has achieved for all humanity is similar to the restricted 
access believed by the JW’s and other groups20. Here’s Gerald Flurry’s own words:

“God wants to share His rule on David’s throne with you forever. But that unparalleled reward will be  
given only to those who courageously support His Work today, preparing for the imminent return of  
Jesus Christ…Christ is the King of kings and Lord of lords. Those kings and lords (or priests) under  
Christ will be the people who embrace the key of David vision—before Christ’s Second Coming.  
They will be given the highest positions that ever will be offered to any human beings. They will  
share David’s throne with Jesus Christ. Their rule, under the Father, will extend over the Earth and  
the universe forever.” 21

(2) Wrong Application

There’s a disconnect between the OT and the NT which must be acknowledged and adhered to, or more 
accurately, the distinction between the Old Covenant (OC) and the NC. It isn’t wise to take what’s stated 
in the OT and infer that it’s prophetic for us under the NC. That includes prophecies within the many 

8 – “The End of Sola Scriptura” (28-9-2019) 
        canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/The-End-of-Sola-Scriptura.pdf 
      “What Happens if We Lose Sola Scriptura”  (12-4-2020) 
        canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/What-Happens-if-We-Lose-Sola-Scriptura.pdf 
9 – en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philadelphia_Church_of_God 
10 – Now known as Grace Communion International    en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grace_Communion_International 
11 – www.gotquestions.org/Christian-Identity-Movement.html 
12 – www.gotquestions.org/Worldwide-Church-God-Armstrongism.html 
13 – Gerald Flurry (2002) “Key of David”  p: 10    media.thetrumpet.com/Literature/EN/KOD_EN_E02.pdf 
14 – Gerald Flurry (2002) “Key of David”  p: 11    media.thetrumpet.com/Literature/EN/KOD_EN_E02.pdf 
15 – Gerald Flurry (2002) “Key of David”  p: 8    media.thetrumpet.com/Literature/EN/KOD_EN_E02.pdf 
16 – www.gotquestions.org/lost-tribes-Israel.html 
17 – www.gotquestions.org/Israel-church.html 
18 – AKA ‘British Israēl’   www.gotquestions.org/British-Israelism.html 
19 – Got Answers (???) “What is the Key of David?”    www.gotquestions.org/key-of-David.html 
20 – These are often referred to as cults.
21 – Gerald Flurry (2002) “The Key of David”   www.thetrumpet.com/literature/books_and_booklets/1368 
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books of the prophets in the OT. It’s true that some of the prophesies are predicting the Jewish Messiah,  
but those are limited to prophesying the one who, unknown to the Jeŵs, brought an end to the OC and  
restored the Kingdom of Heaven back onto Earth again.

The only prophesies in the OT which are relevant to the NC are those which refer to the saints (the 
people of God), but choosing which ones are relevant is ‘fraught with danger’. My advice is to stay  
away from doing it.

It is  not appropriate (actually, just plain wrong) to reference The Key of David in Isaiah and say (or 
infer) that it is prophesying about Father’s sons under the NC. That’s stretching the prophecy beyond it’s  
intent, which was for Jerusalēm in 7th Century BC (between 740 BC and 686 BC), before the Jeŵs exile 
to Babylon in the 6th Century BC.

Context is always the key to understanding scripture. So, from the perspective of context, to infer that 
the prophecy for  Eliakim is prophetic for us today, is actually inaccurate.  That’s obvious if  the full 
context of the prophecy is taken into account – that’s verses 20-25. 

Here’s verse 25 in 2 versions:

Isaiah 22:25 (NKJV) –  ‘In that day,’ says the Lord of hosts, ‘the peg that is fastened in the secure  
place will be removed and be cut down and fall, and the burden that was on it will be cut off;’for the  
Lord has spoken.’ 

Isaiah 22:25 (Expanded Bible) – “At that time [In that day],” says the Lord All-Powerful [Almighty;  
of Heaven’s Armies; of hosts], “the peg hammered into the strong board will weaken. It will break [or  
be cut off] and fall, and everything hanging on it will be destroyed [Eliakim’s authority would also  
eventually be taken away].” The Lord says this.”

Verse  25 means that  the  authority  of  ruling was eventually  going to  be  taken away from Eliakim. 
Therefore, if this prophecy in Isaiah is used as a reference for sons today, it means that our authority as  
sons will be taken away from us sometime in the future. WRONG!

Conclusion

The Key of David represents authority, but the expression is only relevant as a metaphor for Jeŵs – 
those in the OT and those in the 1st Century. It was used in a prophecy for Jerusalēm in the time of 
Isaiah, but that’s not relevant for us. It’s use in describing King Jesus in Revelation is relevant for us as it 
outlines (if interpreted correctly) his authority, and what he’s done for us in providing us with unlimited 
access to the spirit realm, especially to Heaven. That’s the place where we’re mean to be operating from 
as planet-managers.

The choice is yours

Whatever you choose to believe won't negatively impact Father’s relationship with you

Laurence
21-9-2024
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)
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