
The Lake of Fire
(This article is a summary of David J. Heintzman’s video teaching) 1

The Lake of Fire is found in the book of Revelation,2 and it’s used as the proof of hell fire for those who 
believe in the Eternal Conscious Torment (ECT) of non-believers. But does the picture language of the 
visions in the book actually prove that Hell exists. Let’s take a logical look at this using the Bible as the  
reference source as that’s the place the metaphor of fire comes from.

Here are four facts to consider when deciding whether the Lake of Fire represents Hell and endless torment.

Fact #1

Revelation is highly symbolic, as all visions are. Of course, that’s referring to the section containing the 
vision from chapter 4 onwards, not the previous chapters where John received instructions from King Jesus 
(AKA The Lord Jesus). One only has to read other believer’s records of visions to see that visions are 
figurative so they can convey a picture message that’s vividly memorable. The armies and the battle on ‘the 
Mountain of God’ in Rick Joyner’s visions are standard examples,3 as is his visions of the journey from the 
church system to ‘the Mountain of God’.4 The visions of OT prophets are typical examples as well.

Those who subscribe to Futurist Eschatology believe only some of Revelation is symbolic, while the rest are 
prophetic facts about the future and are believed literally. This belief picks and chooses the facts from John’s 
vision, ignoring the highly symbolic nature of visions. For example: King Jesus is not literally a lamb, nor  
can a beast have seven heads and seven horns. These are symbolic representations which convey truths to us 
about the person’s or entity’s character and behaviours.

Picking and choosing what’s symbolic and what’s fact, even when using ‘supporting’ scriptures, is ‘fraught 
with danger’ when it comes to discerning spiritual realities contained in visions.

Therefore, because the Lake of Fire sits within so much symbolism a person should be very wary deciding 
that it refers to a literal entity. That’s the logical thing to do, even if highly regarded teachers speak about it  
in literal terms, or accept it literally because church doctrine of Hell and ECT are predicated on it as a real 
place.

Fact #2

In Revelation 19:20 the ‘Devil’ and his ‘off-siders’ are thrown into the Lake of Fire. However, in Revelation 
20:14 it states this, “Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.” 5 This 
reference to ‘the second death’ is also found in Revelation 21:8 where it states, “the cowardly, unbelieving,  
abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake  
which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” 6

These statements,  “this/which is the second death”, are very crucial in interpreting what the Lake of Fire 
really is. Why is it crucial? Because they are both clarification statements which represent the interpretation 
of the previous noun (and it’s adjectival phrases), the Lake of Fire.

That’s an important point to consider in interpreting symbols in Revelation. In fact, we know the meanings 

1 – David J. Heintzman (6-12-2023) “Four Facts about the Lake of Fire”    youtu.be/TMxY0Gy3I1k 
2 – Revelation 19:20; 20:10, 14, 15
3 – Rick Joyner (2017) “The Final Quest Trilogy”   www.amazon.com.au/Final-Quest-Trilogy-Rick-Joyner-ebook/dp/B06XFW7FGQ 
4 – Rick Joyner (2013) “The Path: Fire on the Mountain, Book 1”   www.amazon.com.au/Path-Fire-Mountain-Book-ebook/dp/B00GHTL2R8 
5 – NKJV
6 – NKJV
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of other symbols in the book because it interprets them for us. For example:

1. The seven stars represent the seven angels of the seven churches.7

2. The seven lamps represent the seven spirits of God.8

3. The fine linen represents the righteousness of the saints.9

4. The ten horns represent ten kings.10

This interpretation of symbols within revelation should not be overlooked for The Lake of Fire. There is no 
reason to think that this lake is also one of the symbols within a highly symbolic piece of literature. This 
idea needs to be teased out for my readers.

In each of the instances in the above list, where a symbol was deciphered, the operative word was ‘are’ (for 
plural objects) and ‘is’ (for single objects). This verifies to the reader that the meaning is linked to the 
symbol. This clarification also exists in some of the mentions of the Lake of Fire, so we need to look closely 
at them.

The aforementioned statements, “this/which is the second death”, is defining the Lake of Fire, exactly the 
same as ‘are’ and ‘is’ are used in the listed interpretations (above). We can’t reject this internal interpretation 
of the meaning of the Lake of Fire – to do so would be illogical. That means, ‘Second Death’ defines and 
clarifies what the Lake of Fire symbolically represents ‘Second Death’ is the meaning of ‘Lake of Fire’ – not 
the other way around.

The Koine Greek of Revelation has ho estin (ὅ στιν), which is translated as ‘ἔ that is’ or ‘this is’, which 
is the qualifier. It’s also used elsewhere in the NT to interpret symbols or the meaning of foreign words. For 
example:

1. The ‘Body of Christ’ represents the church.11

2. Ephphatha means ‘be opened’ in Aramaic.12

It is clear, then, that “lake of fire  ho estin the second death” is a very clear deciphering of the Lake of 
Fire as a symbol.

So what is the Second Death?

It’s found also in Revelation,13 where it’s not not qualified as to it’s meaning, and it’s also not a riddle that 
we need to decipher ourselves. Unfortunately, we have no clear cut meaning for the Second Death, only the 
similarity with something that Jesus said.14

The important point to consider with Fact #2 is that evangelizers talk to non-believers about burning in the  
fires of Hell, but they never refer to the Second Death which is the meaning of the Lake of Fire. In fact, they 
shouldn’t refer to the Lake of Fire and burning in Hell, unless they repent, because that’s symbolic, and the 
reality of those is the Second Death.

Fact #3

There are a few verses in Revelation which refer to individuals being cast into the Lake of Fire, so the idea 
of ECT seems logical to challenge people with.  However, to be consistent, we must logically be able to 
explain why death and hades15 were cast into the fire in the vision recorded in Revelation.16 It’s easy to 

7 – Revelation 1:20 [or messengers - www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%201&version=NKJV#en-NKJV-30718 ]
8 – Revelation 4:5
9 – Revelation 19:8
10 – Revelation 17:12
11 – Colossians 1:24
12 – Mark 7:34   www.gotquestions.org/ephphatha.html 
13 – Revelation 2:11; 20:6
14 – Luke 20:35-36
15 – i.e. ‘the grave’ or Sh’ol
16 – Revelation 20:14
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understand how a person could be thrown in the Lake of Fire, but not something that’s a state of being, a  
human condition, something that’s abstract.

Death and the grave can’t be thrown into a literal fire, so that confirms the understanding that the Lake of  
Fire is a symbol, not a real thing.

The important point to consider with Fact #3 is that ‘fire and brimstone’ evangelizers must be consistent 
with committing non-believers to the fires of Hell if they can’t explain how death and the grave can be sent 
there as well. The literal casting of the Devil and others into the Lake of Fire, can’t be switched to being 
symbolic when Revelation refers to death and the grave. That tension of literal/symbolic is the strongest in  
Revelation when unbelievers, death and the grave are cast into the fire in the same context.17

Fact #4

None of the Lake of Fire passages state that all unbelievers will be eternally tormented. Constant torment is  
only used in reference to the Devil, ‘the Beast’ and ‘the False Prophet’, as part of their consignment to the 
Lake of Fire.18 It’s not mentioned in connection with those whose names aren’t written in the Book of Life, 
who are also said to be cast into the Lake. In that context, it also refers to the Lake of Fire as the Second 
Death, which we know means it’s not a literal Lake of Fire for torment.

Torment is, however, also mentioned for unbelievers in Revelation.19 But, according to it’s context, this is 
not a warning about the Lake of Fire, nor is it describing the Lake of Fire.20 It actually has to be assumed 
that it’s about the Lake of Fire, because it’s not in the context.

To teach that non-believers are tormented (tortured) in the Lake of Fire forever, a person must do one of the 
following:

1. Assume the torment of the Devil and his cohort is implied by the language in context to be the same  
for unbelievers.

2. Assume Revelation 14:10 is about the Lake of Fire, when it’s actually a specific warning to those who 
worship the Beast or take his mark.

The symbolism of perpetually rising smoke comes from the prophecy of Isaiah21 concerning the judgement22 
on Earth of all nations, and it’s echoed again in the earthly destruction of Babylon The Great in Revelation.23

The important point to consider with Fact #4 is that the eternal torment of unbelievers is not mentioned in 
any passage about the Lake of Fire.

A Further Problem

In the NT, ‘hades’ is translated into ‘Hell’ in our English Bibles. Hades is actually the grave or Sheol, 
according to the mind of the Hebrew writers. That means, then, that Hell as a place is fictional because the 
concept of Hell has no connection with the grave in the understanding of the Hebrews who wrote the NT.

That aside, here’s the problem for the Lake of Fire: Some English translations have,  “And death and hell  
were cast into the lake of fire.” 24 Logically, how can Hell be put inside the Lake of Fire when the Lake of 
Fire is a description of what’s in hell? It doesn’t compute.

The Lake of Fire in Revelation can’t be a literal place or entity.

17 – Revelation 20:14-15
18 – Revelation 20:10
19 – Revelation 14:9-11
20 – SEE: David J. Heintzman (16-9-2023) “Eternal Torment in Revelation 14:9-11?”   www.youtube.com/watch?v=-u5c0ott_aE 
        SEE: David J. Heintzman (25-9-2023) “Eternal Torment in Revelation 14:9-11? part 2”   www.youtube.com/watch?v=gmjmMMGs7Wo 
21 – Isaiah 34:8-10 
22 – “the day of the LORD’s vengeance”
23 – Revelation 18 & 19
24 – Revelation 20:14 (KJV, AKJV, KJ21, BRG, DRA, GNV, GW, TLB. MSG, NOG, NIRV, NLV, NMB, RGT, WYC)
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Listen to David present his teaching yourself to provide a better understanding of this topic:

 David J. Heintzman “Four Facts about the Lake of Fire”  LINK

The choice is yours

Whatever you choose to believe won't negatively impact Father’s relationship with you

►►My archived teaching articles are HERE & HERE ◄◄

Laurence
6-1-2026
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)

COPYRIGHT
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Quotes are the copyright of their authors.

(Readers will need to look up for themselves any scriptures alluded to in this document)
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