A Different Take On: “Where I am you will be also”

What was Jesus meaning in John 14 when he said, “Where I am, there you may be also”?

From his perspective (as the Son, who was in the human form of Jesus of Nazareth), his place-reality was
his oneness with Father. That’s exactly what he expressed in his conversation with Father in the Gethsemane
garden on the night that his was arrested. In that very same conversation, he expressed his desire for his
disciples to know that union and to similarly become one with them.

This is exactly what he was talking to his disciples about in John 14. However, this understanding of our
placement has been hidden from us for centuries, basically since the 4™ century with the development of a
standardised belief system (known as ‘orthodoxy’"), formulated by the Roman Catholic organisation of that
time. Prior to that there was a variety of theologies around the known world, including our oneness with the
Trinity as the pinnacle of our spiritual existence.

Not so for us today. That’s why there’s a complete misunderstanding of what Jesus was conveying to his
disciples, as exemplified by our English Bibles record that he said:

John 14:3 (NKJV) — “And ifI go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to
Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.”

During his discourse with his disciples, Jesus used picture language — just as he used parables when in
public — to help his disciples understand mystery, a deep spiritual reality. His use of metaphorical language
is missed by most translators of John 14, just as the book of Revelation is similarly mishandled. The verse
above uses ‘place’ (actually ‘abodes’ or ‘dwelling places’, not ‘mansions’) so his statement leads
contemporary readers and bible teachers to believe in the notion of a real, physical city in Heaven where we
will live for eternity. The use of the metaphorical terms “eternal city”* and “the New Jerusalem” elsewhere
in the NT help solidify a house for each of us in Heaven when we die. That’s why evangelical Christians for
so long have been ‘dying’ to get to Heaven.

The Expanded Bible points out the use of metaphors, as follows:
“There are many rooms |places fo live] in my Father’s house [heaven, metaphorically portrayed as a

great palace]; I would not tell you this if 1t were not true. I am going there to prepare a place for you.”

Unfortunately, the heavenly residence theology prevents believers from aligning with Fathers plans to fully
overturn the effects of The Fall and bring about the Restoration of All Things. This plan is designed to
return all of humanity to conditions on Earth, the same place originally destined for Adam and Ezer’ to live,
not in Heaven, the abode of spirit beings.*

It’s important that we get the right perspective on what the Trinity is wanting for us, both now and in our
future, rather than any Christian doctrine extracted from a theological understanding from the Bible. That’s
why we need to hear directly from them and allow them to retrain our thinking and give us real knowledge
so we can align with them and don’t baulk at who they want us to become. Here’s the reality, then,
according to the Trinity:

* Lifestyle Today: Oneness with the Trinity.
* Program Plan: The manifestation of the Sons of God, leading up to The Restoration of All Things.
* Our Destination: Living on an Earth that’s been restored to its created pristine condition.

* Eventual Outcome: The restoration of the whole physical cosmos.

1 — en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orthodoxy#Christianity

2 — From Hebrews 11:10? (The Message, New Living Translation) or maybe from Revelation 21:9-27.

3 — “Revealing Ezer” (12-6-2017) canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/05-Revealing-Ezer.pdf

4 — Mike Parsons (1-9-2024) “Heavenly Home? Revealing Our Sonship to Creation”
freedomarc.blog/2024/09/01/354-heavenly-home-revealing-our-sonship-to-creation
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To get ‘on the road’ to the reality they want us to get involved with, we must overcome erroneous doctrines.
From that viewpoint, we need to understand John 14 from Father’s reality. So, take a thoughtful read of the
relevant verses below as they’re rendered from the reality of Father’s Kingdom of love. The text comes
from the MIRROR translation,’ rather than one produced from Christian doctrine. (NOTE: Text in GREY
are the translator’s inline commentary):

14:1 Set your troubled hearts at ease by letting your belief conclude* in God as you rest your confidence
in me.
(%-The Greek preposition eis, means ‘a point reached in conclusion’.)

14:2 What makes my Father’s house home, is your place in it. If this was not the ultimate conclusion of
my mission, why would I even bother to do what I am about to do if it was not to prepare’ a place for
you? I have come to persuade you of a place of seamless oneness where you belong.

(T-The word, povr] (mone), is only used here and in verse 23. Jesus was not about to become a building
contractor in Heaven. He is not in the mansion-building business, as some translations will imply. He is
standing on the threshold of the cross; in his death and resurrection he would prepare a place for us of
restored, intimate oneness with himself and the Father, in Spirit and in truth. Now we may be where he
is, wrapped up in the same, inseparable union.5

See John 8:35 — The difference between the slave and the son is that the slave only works there; for the
son, the father’s house is home.” With the freedom found in sonship there is no pretense. [“Free indeed”.
The word, ontoos, ‘indeed’ is the opposite to what is pretended.] What Jesus is about to accomplish in
his death and resurrection will forever shift the idea of religious works and pretense and performance
from the typical slave-mentality, to the freedom and reality of sonship.)

14:3 The proportions of what I will accomplish are astonishing. I will prepare* a highway for you, just as
in the Oriental custom, where people would go before a king to level the roads to make it possible for
royalty to journey with ease and comfort. Then I will personally come to escort you on this royal
highway, guiding you to be where I am, in seamless, face to face oneness in the Father's embrace.® By
fully® identifying myself with you I have mirrored you in me so that you may be completely at home
where [ am.

(Jesus sees the full scope of his work: by submitting himself to our judgment and hellish fury, he would
enter our death and gloom and thereby strip every principality and dominion of its judgment and power-
play over the human race.’

¥-The word hetoimazo suggests a levelling of the road to make it passable for kings.'

€-The word paralambano, carries two components, para, a preposition indicating close proximity, a
thing proceeding from a sphere of influence, with a suggestion of union of place of residence, to have
sprung from its author and giver, originating from, denoting the point from which an action originates,
intimate connection; and 1ambano, to comprehend, grasp, to identify with. He would lead us in his
triumphant procession on high, out of our darkness into his marvellous light, where we may now
participate in the union of the ages — “and take you to myself so that you may be where I am, face to face
with the Father.”"! He led us as trophies in his triumphant procession on high.'? Until this moment God
remained invisible; now the authentic, incarnate begotten Son, the blueprint of our design who represents
the innermost being of God, the Son who is in the bosom of the Father, brings him into full view. He is
the official authority qualified to announce God. He is our guide who accurately declares and interprets
the invisible God within us.)

14:4 In fact, you have® always known this way and where all this is leading me and where I am taking
you.
(£-The word, owate, oidate, is the perfect active tense of eido, ‘to see’; ‘to perceive’. The perfect

5 — Scripture taken from THE MIRROR. Copyright © 2012. Used by permission of The Author. (Mirror Bible: www.mirrorword.net)
6 — See verse 20

7 — John 8:36

8 — verse 20

9 — Colossians 2:14, 15

10 — Isaiah 40:3-5

11 — Hosea 6:2; Ephesians 4:8

12 — See also Colossians 1:13; John 1:1, 2; See John 1:18
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tense denotes an action which is completed in the past, but the effects of which are regarded as
continuing into the present. Jesus here appeals to a different level of knowing — not a mere academic
knowing, but a deep inner knowing, a remembering like in Psalm 22:27.)

Those verses create a very different picture of what Jesus was wanting to get his disciples to understand. As
Mike Parsons put it:

“[T]he reality 1s, Jesus is an expression of the Father — the perfect expression of the Father. He and the
Father are one, that 1s really the relationship we engage in so that we can know that we re also one with

him. He’s in us and we’re in him. And you have this amazing intimate relationship of being in ‘I am’.

Therefore, I am 1n ‘I am’, because I begin to tind revelation of who I am within ‘I am’, which 1s exactly
what Jesus was talking about in John 14. "I'm going to the Cross. I'm going to prepare you to be this
dwelling place and there where I am, you may be also." Where was he? In the Father and the Father was

in him. Then in (1 think it's verse 19), it says, "On that day you're going to know". They didn't know up

to that point, they only heard what he said. None [had] experienced that Jesus was in them and they were
in him and they were all in the Father. None of them had experienced that at that moment, until on the
day of Resurrection he appears in the upper room and he breathes on them, and he says receive the Spirit.

And then they knew, "On that day you will know that I'm in you and you're in me". "You will know.”"
Not, "I'm going to tell you about it and you'll read books about it and you'll discover intellectual
knowledge about it". No. "You will know on that day’, and they did. And therefore, the whole of
mankind was re-birthed on that day. The whole of mankind were indwelt by the Holy Spirit on that day.

And that revelation 1s what the Father sought to occur — the Spirit of Truth would reveal that all of those
people were now included in Jesus, and that Jesus, the Holy Spirit that were included in them looking to

reveal themselves so that they could experience that.”"

(Permission to quote Mike Parsons received on 20-7-2020)

See the difference?

@ Mike Parsons “Understanding the Father: Jesus as His Perfect Expression” LINK

@ Mike Parsons “Heavenly Home: Revealing Our Sonship to Creation” LINK

@l Mike Parsons “Heavenly Home? Revealing Our Sonship to Creation” LINK

READ

Believe It or Not!

The choice is yours

Whatever you choose to believe won't negatively impact Father’s relationship with you
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13 — From the Greek work for intimate knowledge, not head knowledge.
14 — TRANSCRIPT: Mike Parsons (1-9-2024) “Understanding the Father: Jesus as His Perfect Expression”
youtu.be/IxU_sTF-6mY [0:00-2:19]
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