W8 A Different Take On: gt

While We are in Our Body We are Absent from the Lord

The origin of the teaching that’s found in the title is in this text and it’s surrounding verses:

2 Corinthians 5:6-8 (NKJV) — So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the
body we are absent fiom the Lord. For we walk by faith, not by sight. We are confident, yes, well
pleased rather to be absent fiom the body and to be present with the Lord.

The idea from this English translation is that we look forward to being with the Lord, because we can’t do
that while we’re here on Earth in our physical bodies. The outcome of such a belief is that believers are
looking forward to dying so they can be with The Lord.

That mindset negates everything that Father is teaching us now in preparation to work with him, and about
our partnership role with The King on the Restoration of All Things. We can’t fulfil humanity’s role of
governance of the Earth today if we want to ‘get outa here’. Nor will we want to undertake the journey
towards maturity that’s needed to mold and train us so we’re in a fit state to partner with the King on the
restoration of the natural realm to its pristine condition at the time of Creation.

This escape belief ignores the importance of our constant union with the Trinity (not just the King). We
don’t have to leave our physical life so we can be in King Jesus’ wonderful presence — we can be there 24/7
while we’re still alive, as many of us are experiencing. Wanting to escape this life results in neglecting the
Trinity’s desire to be in deep oneness with us right now — every day, all day.

No wonder that all I did when I was in the evangelical system was to go to church meetings, read the Bible,
and evangelise. | had no idea of what Father really wanted from me, and to do with me.

Does that mean the English translation is wrong?

Let’s see what a different translation has for those verses, one which has been rendered from the Greek with
Father’s heart and the Kingdom as the plumbline for the conversion into English. It’s one that ignores the
early Latin' translations which heavily influences modern English renditions of the NT.

This is what the MIRROR Bible has. The author’s commentary is in grey:

2 Corinthians 5:6-8 (MIRROR) — We are cheerfully courageous, knowing that our immediate address in
our earthly bodies cannot distance us from the Lord, since we originate from him.

Faith is to our spirit what our senses are to our bodies; while the one engages with the fading and the
fragile, the other celebrates perfection.

(Faith is not blindly believing what you don't understand; faith sees. The eye through the lens of the law
cannot see what faith sees. Faith is seeing through Father’s eyes.)

Our confidence® stems from knowing?* that even though it might feel at times that we are merely reduced®
to flesh, our greater® reality is that we are entwined* in the Lord. He is our permanent abode.

(The word, ¥tharreo, means ‘confident courage’; *eudokeo, means ‘well done opinion’; mallon,
means ‘prefer’ or ‘rather’; and *ekdemeo, from ek, is a Preposition that always denotes origin or
source, and demeo from deo, ‘to bind’, ‘to wind’, ‘to tie’, ‘to knit’; originating out of the body (we
were knitted together in our mother’s womb). In severe affliction one feels at times reduced to mere
physical identity; but our persuasion? is anchored in a greater opinion?; the reality of our genesis in God
and our union in him. The word, fendemeo, means ‘entwined’, ‘knitted together’, ‘tied in oneness’. Yet
at times it almost feels strange to be trapped in this body, especially when we are exposed to such abuse
and suffering; one longs to then do the exchange and relocate to our permanent address, where our hearts

1 — A a late-4th-century translation by Jerome which was produced for the Roman Catholic organisation’s use.
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already are; in the immediate embrace of the Lord.)?

Now that’s more like the way things really are, as far as the Trinity and their kingdom are concerned, any

way.

PO A\NJuB Those who get their spiritual knowledge from the Bible must ensure that they aren’t

missing out on spiritual realities. Limiting spiritual knowledge to a biblical source will cause those people to

miss the vitally important understanding of the way the Kingdom is meant to manifest on the Earth right

now.

it can develop into deep oneness with them, not wanting to die. That’s what they want.

» > My archived teaching articles are HERE & HERE « <«

Believe It or Not!

The choice is yours

Whatever you choose to believe won't negatively impact Father’s relationship with you

Laurence
6-1-2026
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)
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2 — Scripture taken from THE MIRROR. Copyright © 2012. Used by permission of The Author. Mirror Bible: www.mirrorword.net

Right now, we’re with the Lord (as well as Father and Holy Spirit). We’re in their
presence on a constant basis. Our focus must be on our intimate relationship with them, so
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