
 All Means All
(Part 1 of a series 1 on the ‘all's’)

There are lots of applications in the NT of the word ‘all’, so we must get a ‘handle’ on the important fact that  
‘all’ means all, not ‘some’.

Critical ‘Alls’ to Comprehend

There are some ‘all’ statements which are quite important for us to understand that they apply to everyone 
(i.e. all of us, all humanity, not just Christians).

Example#1: “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”i

Every evangelical person believes that ‘all’ there refers to every person alive today, as well as everyone  
who has lived after The Fall. 

However, everyone is (i.e. all are) now righteous,  not sinners,  no longer not good enough. How do we 
know that?

The next verse says,  “…being justified freely2 by His grace through the redemption that  is  in Christ 
Jesus.”ii

That  follow-on statement  infers  that  the  “all”  in  the  previous  verse  are  now all  justified.  Therefore, 
everyone is now justified in Father’s sight.

Then, following on in the very next verse it states that, “…because in His forbearance God had passed 
over the sins that were previously committed”.iii

So, it’s quite plain that all (everyone) are righteous in Father’s sight, not just Christians.

But hang on…doesn’t the very next verse contradict that assertion by saying, “that He might be just and  
the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus”.iv 

Doesn’t that mean my analysis is therefore flawed?

For reference, here’s the MIRROR Bible and it’s take on all these verses, including verse 22.v (NOTE: 
Author’s comments are in grey.)

3:22 – Jesus† is what God believes about you. In him the righteousness of God is on display in such a 
way that‡ everyone may be equally persuaded about what God believes about them, regardless of who 
they are; there is no distinction€. 
(‘The faith of’†…Genitive Case = ownership.  The Preposition,  eis‡,  indicates ‘a point  reached in 
conclusion’. The Greek, ou gar estin diastoley means ‘there is no exception’€ – this includes 
every single person, Jew and Gentile alike.)
3:23 – Mankind is in the same boat; their distorted¥ behavior is proof of a lost£ blueprintΩ. 
(The word ‘sin’, is the word  hamartia¥, from ha, ‘negative’ or ‘without’ and meros, ‘portion’ or 
‘form’, thus to be without your allotted portion or without form, pointing to a disorientated, distorted, 
bankrupt  identity;  the  word  meros,  is  the  stem of  morphe,  as  in  2  Corinthians  3:18  the  word 
metamorphe, ‘with form’, which is the opposite of hamartia – ‘without form’. Sin is to live out of 
context with the blueprint of one’s design; to behave out of tune with God’s original harmony. See 
Deuteronomy 32:18, “You have forgotten the Rock that begot you and have gotten out of step with the 
God who danced with you.” Hebrew, ח   ,khul לוּ  also means to ‘dance’,  as in Judges 21:21. See 
Romans 9:33 in the MIRROR. The word hustereo£, to ‘fall short’, to ‘be inferior’, doxaΩ, ‘glory’, 
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‘blueprint’, from dokeo, ‘opinion’ or ‘intent’.)
3:24 – While the law proved mankind's dilemma, the grace of God announces the same mankind's  
redemption in Jesus Christ. Their blameless innocence is a free gift. The gift-principle puts the idea of 
reward out of business. There is no exception – this belongs to every single person, Jew and Gentile 
alike.  (v 22) Mankind's righteousness is now redeemed. Jesus Christ is proof of God’s grace gift; he 
redeemed the glory of God in human life; mankind condemned in the language of religion, is now 
mankind justified in the language of the gospel.
(The man Jesus Christ proved that God did not make a mistake when they made humankind in their 
image and likeness. Sadly the evangelical world proclaimed verse 23 completely out of context. There 
is no good news in verse 23, the gospel is in verse 24. All fell short because of Adam; the same ‘all’ are 
equally declared innocent because of Christ. The law reveals what happened to mankind in Adam; 
grace reveals what happened to the same mankind in Christ. Their is no distinction – all have sinned 
and fallen short of the glory of God – now they are all justified freely as a gift through the redemption  
[the liberating action] of Jesus Christ.)
3:25 – Jesus exhibits God’s mercy. In his blood conciliation God’s faith persuades mankind of his  
righteousness and the fact that he has brought closure to the historic record of their sins. 
(Not by demanding a sacrifice but providing the sacrifice of himself.)  Jesus is the unveiling of the 
Father’s heart towards us. 
(See note to Hebrews 8:12; also 1 John 2:2.)
3:26 – All along God refused₠ to let go of mankind. At this very moment God’s act of righteousness₿ is 
pointing₩ them to the evidence of their innocence, with Jesus as the fountainheadπ of faith. 
(God’s tolerance, anoche₠, to ‘echo upward’; God continues to hear the echo of his likeness in us. See 
Rom 2:4.  In both these verses [25+26] Paul uses the word,  endeixis₩,  where we get the word 
‘indicate’ from. It is also part of the stem of the word translated, righteousness,  dikaiosune₿, to 
‘point out’, to ‘show’, to ‘convince with proof’. Then follows, ek pisteos iesouπ; ek, ‘source’ or 
‘origin’ and  iesou is in the Genitive case, the owner of faith is Jesus. He is both the source and 
substance of faith. Hebrews 11:1, 12:23 )4

That appears to confirm the notion that EVERYONE is righteous – that’s every human being.

Do you agree?  Or does your religious training prevent you from accepting it?

Example#2: “All died in Adam”vi

Again, every evangelical believes that verse refers to every person alive today, as well as everyone who 
has lived after The Fall.

Do you agree that it applies to every person?

What about the next example?

3   – "The Incarnation means that God Himself condescended to enter into our alienated human existence, to lay hold of it, to bind it in union 
with Himself; and the consummation of the Incarnation in the death and resurrection means the Son of God died for all men, and so once and 
for all constituted men as men upon whom God had poured out His life and love, so that men are for ever laid hold of by God and affirmed in 
their being as His creatures. They can no more escape from His love and sink into non-being than they can constitute themselves men for whom 
Christ has not died. How can God go back upon the death of His dear Son? How can God undo the Incarnation and go back upon Himself? 
How can God who is Love go back upon the pouring out of His love once and for all and so cease to be Himself? That is the decisive, final 
thing about the whole Incarnation including the death of Christ, that it affects all men, indeed the whole of creation, for the whole of creation is 
now put on a new basis with God, the basis of a Love that does not withhold itself but only overflows in our unending Love. That is why 
creation still continues in being, and that is why man still exists, for God has not given him up, but on the contrary poured out His love upon 
him unreservedly once and for ever, decidedly and finally affirming man as His child, eternally confirming the creation as His own handiwork. 
God does not say Yes, and No, for all He has done is Yes and Amen in Christ. That applies to every man, whether he will or no. He owes his 
very being to Christ and belongs to Christ, and in that he belongs to Christ he has his being only from Him and in relation to Him." Thomas F. 
Torrance (courtesy Baxter Kruger's study notes).
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Example#3: “All have been made alive in Christ”vii

Hold on! Does that ‘all’ mean all? Is everyone made alive in The Son because of what he achieved? 

Most believers would say that being made alive through the achievements of The Son only refers to all 
believers, not every person. But is that what the statement actually says? 

Here’s the MIRROR translation to help get a proper perspective on this:

15:20 – …the risen Christ represents everyone who has ever died; exactly like the first fruit represents 
the complete harvest.
15:21 – The same mankind who died in a man was raised again in a man.
15:22 – In Adam all died; in Christ all are made alive.
15:23 – Each and everyone are individually awakened to life in succession to the order, mirrored in 
Christ, who is the first fruit. In his unveiledⱠ, immediate presence we are personally endorsed as his 
own. 
(The  word  parousiaⱠ was  often  translated  to  mean  the  coming  of  the  Lord;  however,  the  two 
components of the word are,  para,  a Preposition indicating ‘close proximity’, ‘a thing proceeding 
from a sphere of influence’, with a suggestion of union of place of residence, ‘to have sprung from its 
author and giver’, ‘originating from’, denoting the point from which an action originates, ‘intimate 
connection’; and eimi, ‘I am’: his immediate presence realized in me.)
15:24  –  The  complete  conclusion  of  his  work  of  redemption  is  repeatedly¢ celebrated  in  every 
individual discovering that they too are part and parcel of the full harvest of his resurrection… 
(The Conjunctive Particle,  otan¢, often translated as ‘when’ is better translated as ‘every time’. See 
Colossians 3:3. Thus, “Every time Christ is revealed we are being co-revealed in his glory.” According 
to  the  Walter  Bauer  Lexicon,  otan is  often used for  an action that  is  repeated.  Referring to  the 
previous verse, “all are individually made alive in the order of Christ”. Mankind's co-resurrection with 
Christ is repeatedly celebrated in every individual throughout time – whenever this truth is discovered 
in human history. Col 3:1-3…)5

If  you  believe  “made  alive  in  Christ”  is  only  referring  to  believers,  then  your  belief  system  is  
misinterpreting what the Spirit was saying through the writer. That means you’re interpreting scripture 
from your own theological biases.

We must understand that when the Spirit states “all” it means everyone. Our religious bias must not allow 
that message to be converted to something it’s not, so that we believe a lie rather than the truth.

That burden is on all of us as having complete confidence in the English Bible for our spirit belief system is 
not the Kingdom way. Father expects us to live in communication with him so he can give us the truth (i.e.  
tell us what’s real)

 ❃ ❃ For more information on this topic, listen to this teaching:

Mike Parsons “All Have Sinned, But All Are Justified: A New Perspective”  LINK

*References are on the next page*
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