
Are Prophets Needed in the 21st Century?
IMPORTANT: For sons, our mind should be focused on being in this new era of the

Kingdom,1 not in the 21st century. That’s where the importance must lie.

What is it that we need to know about prophecy and prophets in this period of time in the history of the
Kingdom under the New Covenant? After perusing the internet, one would think that those have become
the most essential facet of spiritual life, seeing all that’s recorded prophetically there. But is that what
Father wants? Is that where he’s taking us as his people at this time? Or, is it people misusing their gift?

One of the major driving forces in the prophetic and for church leadership is Paul’s statement: “So Christ
himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers”2. In the Charismatic and
Pentecostal organisations where I was, these were given pre-eminence over the most important one of his
statements, that King Jesus (Christ, Messiah) is the head of both the ekklesia and the family. That’s the
vital one, which the Kingdom aligns with and requires. He is pre-eminent and it’s his will and status as
our King that we should be looking to, not prophecy and prophets.

One of the things that has been missed with these 5 ascension gifts3 is that they are mis-labelled as ‘The
5-Fold Ministry’. There was no title or label given to them by Paul, as he only gave a list of them, so any
title is  man-made.  Also,  the problem with this  church label is  that it  puts the five in  a  category for
professional Christian ministry – i.e. a self-supporting business. They were never meant to be called a
‘ministry’, because the user of the gift was expected to serve others with the gift, not be served because of
their gift. 

Secondly, and even more dangerously, the gifts have been used to justify the creation of offices4 in the
church organisation, when no such structure was instituted by the Spirit when the gifts were originally
released in the 1st century. These offices have been used to dominate and control groups of people who
subscribe to church leadership. That in itself is a perversion of the way ekklesias are to be run with plural
eldership, no hierarchy and everyone equal in status as sons.

The third thing about these five gifts is that they are designed to equip us for operating in the work that
our Kingdom assignments entail. They are to help  us serve others, not have the gift turn into service
(ministry):

•“to equip his people for works of service…” 5

The fourth thing with them is that they are designed to mature us. They are not to control us or to make
the gift-user more mature in status than the rest of us:

•“…so that the body of Christ may be built up…” 6

The fifth thing with these ascension gifts is that they are designed to cease when we’ve become mature
like Jesus. They are therefore not essential when our maturity supersedes them:

•“…until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature,
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” 7

Lastly, notice that Paul indicates that our maturity as sons stops us operating like “infants”, ones who are
led astray in various ways by others, being sucked into the teaching they have:

1 – “A New Era in the Kingdom”
       canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/MESSAGE-A-New-Era-in-the-Kingdom-21-11-2018.pdf  
2 – Ephesians 4:11 (NIV)
3 – They were given to his ekklesia on his ascension (Ephesians 4:8)
4 – Organisational positions of status
5 – Ephesians 4:12 (NIV)
6 – Ephesians 4:12 (NIV)
7 – Ephesians 4:13 (NIV)
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• “Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by
every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming.” 8

That ‘teaching’ includes the teaching about church organisations, church structures, church hierarchy and
professional Christianity. These don’t belong in the Kingdom, only religion.

So where does this leave prophecy and prophets today? How should they operate and how should we
relate to them?

1. We should all be hearing from Father ourselves. Personal prophetic messages should only be for 
those who can’t hear with their spirit.

2. We shouldn’t be chasing after ‘prophetic words’, but concentrating on learning to hear for 
ourselves.

3. Prophetic words shouldn’t excite us. Instead, hearing intimately from our King (or Father) should 
fire us up because we’re hearing from our Beloved.

4. What we hear with our spirits should be checked with our Kingdom Community members, not a 
church leader or a prophet. That’s the way sons operate, because we’re not congregational members.

5. We should share what we personally receive with our Kingdom family. This provides an 
opportunity for the messages to be assessed and to give support and confirmation to the others. 

6. Sharing our prophetic revelations in community allows us to get a better idea of ‘the big picture’ of 
what Father’s doing and what he wants us to know as a community.

7. We should find out what our gifting is from the Spirit and allow him to grow it in us, so we become 
more effective in using the gift(s).

8. We should not give ourselves the title of prophet. The only one who can do that is our King. He 
must tell us and it must witness in the spirits of our Kingdom family and with other respected sons.

9. We should not chase after gifts, because they are given as the Spirit decides. Instead, we should 
invite him to show us what our gifting is and to train us in using it for our King.

10. We should only share or publish prophetic messages which we have been shown to distribute in 
those ways.

11. We should not publish personal prophetic messages (downloads) as if they are for everyone, unless
the Spirit tells us.

12. Dreams or visions should not be interpreted when published, unless the Spirit supplies the specific 
meaning to it as a prophetic download.

13. Personal interpretations of dreams are not the Kingdom way. Only the Spirit can interpret them.
14. We should not put any credence in personally interpreted dreams or visions.
15. Our prophecies need to focus on what the Spirit is wanting us to speak, not what we want to focus 

on or what’s our current theme of importance.
16. We should focus on speaking prophetically into the lives of those outside of the Kingdom to let 

them experience what it’s like to live intimately with the Creator (i.e. he speaks clearly to us). This
prophetic evangelism is usually well received and very effective.

17. We should be focusing on only speaking the message to others that our King wants passed on, not 
desiring to declare their future to them.

18. Prophets should not have a place of honour. They are sons, like everyone else in Father’s family. 
They are no more important than a new son or a very young son.

19. Those with prophetic messages should speak them humbly, not ‘big-noting’ or promoting 
themselves, as that’s the King’s way.

8 – Ephesians 4:14 (NIV)
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20. The focus of prophetic people should be on forth-telling, not foretelling (prophesying the future). 
It’s the King who gives the message and who provides the content, not the prophetic vessel.

21. Prophetic teachers receive teaching straight from the Throne and teach it with authority until they 
are told to move on to a new topic.

22. Genuine prophets work with genuine apostles to set the ekklesia on the path according to the 
blueprints that have been received from Heaven.

23. Genuine prophets receive major, big picture Kingdom messages for the ekklesia.
24. Prophets are not privy to the whole mind of Father, so we shouldn’t rely just on what they speak or

write. We’re responsible to hear from father ourselves.
25. Remember, a prophet can be just as deceived as the rest of us can be. 
26. Always check the character and life of a prophet to assess whether they are walking rightly.
27. We must always test the word of a prophet with what we’ve received from Father and also with 

what others have received.
28. We mustn’t honour a prophet because we have elevated them above their sonship or above any 

other Kingdom family member.
29. Prophets take us some way to gain spiritual knowledge, but everything we believe must come from

personal revelation, not assent to their knowledge.
30. As a guiding rule, never follow a prophet, follow the King only.
31. Never sow into a prophet’s business as a result of pressure because of the messages they’ve given. 

We only give to those who are local and really need it, or those who the Spirit directs us to give to.
32. We should not see prophets as the foundation of our community by using the expression that 

“apostles and prophets are the foundation of the ekklesia”. The cornerstone in the past was (is) 
Jesus, as the head and our prototype. His first spiritual family were the OT prophets of the past. 
The 12 Apostles started the New Covenant ekklesia in the past and we follow on from them 
expanding the Kingdom. The apostles and prophets of the past are our forebears and the New 
Jerusalem is built on them as the first layer (the foundation).

For the 21st century, prophets are needed, but their function must align with the King’s desire. That might
seem like an oxymoron, seeing he provides them with their messages, but that’s not the whole story. You
see, gifts and calling that the Spirit distributes are not revoked – that’s for any gift from him, not just the
‘big five’. That means we can continue to prophesy and speak what we like, even though the Spirit hasn’t
told us to speak or given us any message. That’s been the same case for pastors, worship leaders and faith
healers who have ‘fallen into sin” in the past – and it’s still happening worldwide at this very time.

Genuine prophets and apostles are critical for the ekklesia where they have their Kingdom ‘home’. The
apostles receive blueprints  from Heaven which show the  ekklesia what to do and how to do it.  The
prophet’s job is to receive any additional information relating to the blueprints. The teachers then teach
and expand on what the apostle and prophet has received, with inspiration from the Spirit. In this regard
prophets are essential in the big scheme of things, especially as we get closer to the manifestations of sons
and more towards The Restoration of All Things.

IMPORTANT: As we (sons) move further and further into this new era of the Kingdom, 9 prophets for many
of us will become unnecessary, because we’ll be hearing and operating at a much higher spiritual level. Father
manifesting his sons must, therefore, become a strong focus in each of us so we desire to align with him and
move forward with that plan. If we don’t, we’ll stagnate or go backwards. Cutting off our reliance on prophets
and prophetic  messages  will  be  an  essential  move  for  us  in  that  regard.  However,  for  the  remainder  of
humanity, prophets will have their place, but the ‘manifested’ sons, who move forward, will be the ones who
will be impacting people and nations. This is an exciting time for us to be alive in.

9 – “A New Era in the Kingdom”
       canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/MESSAGE-A-New-Era-in-the-Kingdom-21-11-2018.pdf  
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 If you are interested, Mike Parsons has similar teaching on modern-day prophets:

• VIDEO: “Prophets” segment in ‘Mystic Mentoring Monday 11th July 2022 US Pacific’
www.youtube.com/watch?v=izazbO0C6YE    [24:00-30:45]

~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~

What does all this mean for me, as a prophetic person? 

My King told me twice that I was an Elijah. That’s someone who speaks for him to the nation, especially
releasing future-focused and corrective messages, as well as admonitions to keep in alignment with him
and his plans.

I’m listening to what Father is saying to me and I do what he says. When I do step out in any way, I’m
listening with my spirit  to  see  whether  it’s  correct  or  not,  and when he  wants  me to  stop.  I’m not
presumptuous to think I can do what I like, but on the other hand, he does allow me as a maturing son to
make decisions for myself. I’ll continue to monitor what I put up on my webpage and what prophetic
messages I release.

In regard to CCOP, it was Jesus’ statement to Robert Misst in a visitation that our group should be known
as a  company of  prophets.  He gave us  that  status  after  we’d completed  our  training as  a  school  of
prophets. If Father advises me that we are getting mature enough that we don’t need that title, then I’ll
change it and be happy to do so.

Laurence
12-8-2022
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)
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