
Climate Change is Now a Health Emergency

“The  AMA1 has  joined  other  health  organisations  around  the  world  –
including the American Medical Association, the British Medical Association,
and Doctors for the Environment Australia – in recognising climate change
as a health emergency.”2

At the August meeting of the AMA’s Federal Council they declared that climate change is real and that it
will have “the earliest and most severe health consequences on vulnerable populations around the world”.
They were referring to Australia and the Pacific region in their declaration, which is their home territory.

Their lengthy ‘Position Statement on Climate Change and Human Health’3 contains this information:

“3.1.  Observed global health impacts of climate change
In recent decades, climate change has already contributed to levels of ill health, however, the present
global burden of ill  health attributable to climate change is  relatively small  compared with other
stressors and is poorly quantified. Rising temperatures are likely to have increased the risk of heat-
related death and illness. Local changes in temperature and rainfall have altered distribution of some
water-borne  illnesses  and  disease  vectors,  and  reduced  food  production  for  some  vulnerable
populations.

3.2.  Projected global health impacts of climate change
Into the future, climate change is likely to affect proximal and distal risk factors for a wide range of
health outcomes, resulting in both direct and indirect impacts on health. The direct effects of climate
change include injuries and deaths from increased heat stress, floods, fires, drought, and increased
frequency of intense storms. The indirect effects include adverse changes in air pollution, the spread of
disease  vectors,  lost  work  capacity  and  reduced  labour  productivity,  food  insecurity  and  under-
nutrition, displacement, and mental ill health. Irrespective of climate change, ocean acidification from
rising atmospheric CO2 presents a threat to marine ecosystems, specifically coral reefs and calcifying
organisms, which in turns threatens the nutrition of millions of people who rely on fish and aquatic
invertebrates  for  their  food security.  In  2030,  climate  change is  expected  to  result  in  substantial
additional deaths, including: 38,000 due to heat exposure in elderly people; 48,000 due to diarrhoea;
60,000 due to malaria; and 95,000 due to childhood under-nutrition. Between 2030 and 2050, the
WHO conservatively estimates 250,000 additional deaths per year due to climate change. This figure
likely underestimates the impacts of climate change on health, as not all major causal pathways are
readily quantifiable.”

Can you see now why Dan Andrews wanted to have health emergency laws
enacted? These will now allow him to do whatever he wants in regard to his
plans to combat ‘Climate Change’ because he will formally classify it as a
Victorian health emergency in the very near future.
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1 – Australian Medical Association
2 – “Climate change is a health emergency”   www.ama.com.au/media/climate-change-health-emergency 
3 – “Climate Change and Human Health - 2004. Revised 2008. Revised 2015”
        www.ama.com.au/position-statement/ama-position-statement-climate-change-and-human-health-2004-revised-2015 
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