Consider the Outcome of Your Choices and Actions

It’s so important that we pause before we do something or say something. That’s not to comply with the
‘count-to-10’ technique to control anger outbursts. No. We need to pause to think of the end consequences
of our actions, before we do them.

It’s extremely common these days for people to get out of taking responsibility for their actions by stating
that they didn’t think before acting — as if that’s a reason for not taking ownership of our actions. Others
will make the excuse that they did something instinctively, or automatically, or out of compulsion, and are
therefore not responsible. Again that’s a ‘cop-out’.

You see, we all make a decision to do something, even if it’s done without consciously thinking about it.
“I didn’t know I was doing it!” is not a reason to disqualify us at all. We actually do make a split-second
decision to do everything that we do, and that goes for what we say as well. Even in anger, we formulate
the action or speech for maximum impact.

Sons need to operate righteously, so thinking before we act is essential. That means checking with our
mind and our spirit whether what we intend to do or say (or even to go or become), to see if it’s
appropriate. This needs to become a habit for us, so that it’s automatic and not an action we need to think
about initiating before we act.

You see, our base nature' is always there, wanting to reassert control over us, so we need to be constantly
on our guard to prevent its impact. In that regard, I find that speaking without checking first (I call that
‘speaking out of the top of my head’) will usually cause me to say something that I usually wish I hadn’t.

Father knows we have this problem of acting before we think, so he’s offered this advice:

“"Never lose sight of the fact that your decisions and what you do will produce consequences, both
good and bad. It is vital to your spiritual growth and well-being that you consider the outcome of
choices and actions. Do not be hasty. Ponder the possibilities and the logical conclusion of what you
are about to do," says the Lord.”*

Best to take his advice and implement it for our own good.

AP RE U8 Notice that Father doesn’t make demands, but offers us advice for our own good.
That’s his unconditional love in operation. However, not heeding his advice is like ignoring grand-
mother’s good advice when we were kids — the truth in what she offered impacted us sometime ‘down the
track’.
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