
Do Your Best
One of the statements I made to my children as a father (when they were young) was, “Do your best”. It’s
the same encouragement I gave to the youth in my classes as a teacher when it came to assessment tasks
and exams. In both cases I was wanting the recipients of my advice to accomplish what they could with
maximum effort. I wasn’t looking for a perfect performance, just a strong endeavour that came from their
ability, skills and knowledge.

As an encourager and a fatherly (apostolic) figure who desires for others to reach their potential, I’m not a
perfectionist in any way. I’ve come to realise that perfectionism is a ‘killer’ of people’s aspirations and
their lives.

It was refreshing and encouraging for me to receive an understanding that Father operates the same way.
He’s not looking for perfection, despite the theology to the contrary, that we may be labouring under.
Here’s what he had to say:

“Take life as it comes, and do not be afraid. I will give you the strength to endure and overcome when
you put your trust in Me and not in your circumstances. Do your best with what you have been given
and what you have been given to do, and I will support you.” 1

That fits well with what I’ve learnt about Father from my relationship with him and from his training of
me. What he does is, he draws us in to what he wants us to become and assists us to carry out our part in
that process. He’s never angry when we “don’t measure up” – that’s a hangover from our childhood
experiences of our earthly father and teachers.

Father always operates out of unconditional love, so we just need to listen to what he’s saying to us and
stop putting pressure on ourselves to become some kind of super-saint. 

Life in the Kingdom is a lot simpler than what others pressure us to believe.

Laurence
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This is a free educational document produced by Canberra Forerunners⭐ ⭐ -1-

https://ft111.com/smallstraws.htm
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://www.CanberraForerunners.org/
http://www.ft111.com/straws2023.htm

