
How Forecasts Can Easily Miss the Trend
Today we very much trust scientists and experts, with their numerics and data. They very often determine 
our fear and our hope, but our emotions fluctuate over time as the predictions often don’t eventuate.

So, why do we trust the numbers? It’s because we’ve been trained to by school, university and the media.

We know from past experience that they don’t always predict accurately, but why?

The answer is random variability. The natural world is controlled by innumerable factors which are totally 
out of our control – at least, in the majority. This is why biometry (biometrics, biological measurement) 
uses probability rather than actual number FACT.

As an example, the Bureau of Meteorology uses probabilities for future rainfall, rather than straight out  
predicted levels.

Lets have a look are some of the widely-varying projections which have been produced in the past so we 
can see that such constructs should not be our source of hope or fear.

#11 World Crude Birth Rate projections (1975-2000)
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#22 World Fertility Rate projections (1990-2050)

#33 US Interest Rate forecasts (2008-2027)

#44 US Interest Rate forecasts (2000-2028)
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#55 (NOTE: Dashed line represents the actual average recorded temperatures)6

See how often projections (forecasts) are inaccurate (i.e. wrong)?

That fact should cause us to be more circumspect when ‘experts’, media or government representatives 
set the future scenario for us on their expectations.
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