How to Be an Influencer of Others

I just completed reading an editorial article by Jeffrey Tucker on Republican vice-presidential candidate
Sen. JD Vance’s dialogue during a televised debate he had with the VP of his opposition. Tucker lauded

the clear English which he spoke, which had no modern filler words' or interjections®. He went on

to

write that Vance’s elocution and vocabulary were a great relief to him, because it contrasted with the poor

English that most people speak today.

My takeaway from his article is this:

“Most times, it 1s not obvious what distinguishes a compelling answer from one that 1s not. We tend to
think it is about facts or charm or some attitude of joy. It is not. All those evaporate when countered
with a clean and meaningfil presentation of ideas, with sentences that start and stop with an intuitive
cadence and no supertluous extras thrown in to distract.

Here is a secret you will never learn in school and no one will tell you: this kind of erudition is vital
and essential to success in absolutely everything. It does not matter your proféssion or area of
specialization. Those who can speak clearly and without fluff will be more successtul than those who
cannot.

1t’s not obvious that the under 40 set that speaks the language we might call “influencer” understands

that the habitual gibberish that has replaced English is professionally disastrous for them. Absolutely
no one really wants to hear it. It’s awtul and once you really take note of the mechanics of this

language, the words themselves become sources of grave irritation.”>

If you’re wanting to influence hearers, then speak clearly, in mature English, without any modern

quirkiness or vernacular-isms.

For Kingdom citizens, we should always speak that way. In addition, we should endeavour to speak into

other people’s spirit by letting the Spirit guide what we say, and by speaking confidently.

Laurence
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1 —e.g. “like”, “you know”, “you see”, “right”, “I mean”, “I guess”, “I suppose”, “totally”, “literally”, “seriously”
www.grammarly.com/blog/grammar/how-we-use-filler-words/

2 — Simple vocal tics consist of inarticulate noises or sounds that are produced by the movement of air through the mouth, nose, or throat.
e.g. “um” & “aah” www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/um

3 — Jeffrey Tucker “Vance Made the Case for Erudition” (1-10-2024) LINK
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