
How to Measure Your Life’s Success
In  society,  the  success  of  a  person’s  life  is  measured  by  their  wealth,  social  status,  vocational  
advancement, tertiary qualifications, business competence, etc. In the church system, it’s measured by 
how much time is spent reading the bible, how often a person fasts, whether they’ve graduated from 
theological college, their success in becoming a professional Christian, their ‘ministry’1, etc.

But, how are we to measure our lives, seeing we are sons of the Kingdom?

We definitely don’t assess ourselves according to the world or the church, so how do we do it?

Father says:

“"Do not measure your life by its gains and losses, but let your relationship with me be the measure of  
your success in life. Set your sights on being the best version of yourself that you can be, and you will  
always succeed. I see your heart and know your thoughts. Be strong spiritually," says the Lord.” 2

Our relationship with him is our measure of life’s success. Now that’s very different.

The Kingdom way to assess our success is very different to how we’ve been trained or influenced to 
evaluate it – and that goes for everything else we assess as well. That variance of the Kingdom with man-
made systems is in line with the fact that the Kingdom has it’s own plumbline3 and modelling prototype4, 
both of which are very different to anything else.

This relationship that Father highlighted in his statement above is also different to what we might think 
he’s referring to. It’s not:

• Being a Christian

• Belonging to ‘the right’ church (read:  “a God-approved organisation”)

• Going to church on Sunday

• Knowing about him from reading the Bible

• Having a fantastic prayer life

It’s none of those.

An understanding of what he means by “relationship” can be picked up from knowing what Jesus was 
meaning about it in his teaching. He used the word ‘know’ in our English NT, in such statements as ‘ I 
never knew you’. This comes from the Koine Greek word  ginōskō (γινώσκω) which means to  know 
absolutely. It’s not knowledge of familiarization, but one of full understanding,5 feeling and intimacy6.

The intimacy of  ginōskō is exemplified in this writer’s comment: “The word, προεγνω proegnoo, is 
the Aorist Active of proginoskoo, 'to have always been known', 'face to face'.7 The English expression 
‘face-to-face’  definitely  conveys  intimate  knowledge,  not  casual  knowledge  or  knowledge  about 
someone.

1 – This is church jargon for working as a professional Christian.
2 – Marsha Burns “Small Straws in the Soft Wind” (Dec. 26, 2025)   www.ft111.com/smallstraws.htm    [ARCHIVE: www.ft111.com/straws2025.htm]

3 – “Love is Our Plumbline, Not the Bible” (20-9-2025)
        https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Love-is-Our-Plumbline-Not-the-Bible.pdf 
       CCOP MESSAGE: “What is Our Plumbline?” (16-2-2022)
       canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/MESSAGE-What-is-Our-Plumbline-16-2-2022.pdf 
4 – CCOP MESSAGE: “See Me As Your Prototype” (24-3-2015)
      canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/33b-See-Me-As-Your-Prototype.pdf 
     “More on Jesus as Our Prototype” (20-11-2025)
      canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/More-on-Jesus-as-Our-Prototype.pdf 
5 – www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G1097/ginosko.htm 
6 – The Greek term is also used for a Jeωish idiom for sexual intercourse between a man and a woman.
7 – Scripture taken from THE MIRROR. Copyright © 2012. Used by permission of The Author.  Mirror Bible: www.mirrorword.net
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So, this relationship that Father is referring to in his instructions above is about an intimate relationship –  
what we call ‘intimacy with him’. That’s what he wants with us. It’s what he’s always wanted. He’s not  
wanting sacrifice, works, service, or even worship. What he wants is an intimate relationship with us, and 
everything else flows out of that relationship – not the other way around.

In more depth, what he’s looking for is   oneness   with us  , just like he had with The Son, as the man Jesus 
of Nazareth. Oneness is the pinnacle of our relationship with him and the other members of the Trinity.8 
Oneness is intimately knowing his heart and mind, which comes from spending quality time with him and 
connecting spirit-to-Spirit.

Therefore, from a Kingdom perspective, we should measure our life’s success by the   depth   of our oneness   
with Father. Deep oneness with him needs to be the main goal of our life, and then we should work on 
encouraging ourselves to achieve it.9
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8 – KCC MESSAGE: “Oneness With The Trinity” (4-10-2025)
      canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/KCC-MESSAGE-Oneness-With-The-Trinity-4-10-2025.pdf 
9 – “Signposts of the Pathway into Deep Oneness” (25-4-2023)
        https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Signposts-of-the-Pathway-into-Deep-Oneness.pdf 
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