Is Father the Source of Evil?

The question of whether Father is the originator and perpetrator of evil is a vexing question that
Christians have contemplated for a very long time. We’ve all probably wanted an answer to the question
of evil at some time or other.

To assist us in understanding this, John Crowder’s teaching video is an excellent resource. I suggest you
watch it.

Here’s a couple of quotes from the transcript of that video to help you get a ‘feel’ for what to expect when
you watch it.

“To say God permits evil, is flawed. To say God allows evil denies the very gospel, because the cross
tells us that God ultimately does not allow evil, but violently absorbs and destroys it in his own broken
bodly, restoring what has been lost and by no means perpetuating evil forever, in the name of so-called
Jjustice. But there are still no easy answers. For one, Paul calls lawlessness, or evil itself, a mystery.

And when we attempt to give a logical explanation for evil, you know, in order to ‘tie a bow around
1t°, we must remember that evil itself is illogical, 1t's senseless, irrational absurdity. So a concrete
analysis of evil is itself an exercise in futility... The system many revert to is a sort of ‘Calvinistic
sovereignty’, where God, is not only the Creator, the permitter, the sender, but even the instigator of
evil. Evil, along with every minute event in history, is directly caused by God in that scenario — “‘the
Almighty micromanager”. It seems simple, but this is completely diabolical.”’

“/David Bentley Hart] says there's a problem when we fold sin, death and humanity's alienation into

God'’s Sovereign plan. Despite the fact that he can and does indeed bring good from evil, we wrongly
attribute the causation of these things to him, when in fact, all evil and catastrophe are the result of
humanity’s rebellion and the effects of cosmic spiritual upheaval. God's intent was never to simply
teach us some lesson about himself through evil. Suffering and death are not essential aspects of the

Creator's design. Sin, suffering and death blind us to God's true nature. They aren't a revelation of him.

Christ subverts evil. Indeed, works it to our good and plays three-dimensional chess in such a way that
what the enemy uses for evil, we can say God's sovereignty will transform it and use it for our ultimate
benetfit in the end, but he's not caught oft guard by it. Evil isn't Sovereign. But nevertheless, this 1s far
difterent then saying God causes, permits or even allows evil.””*

© John Crowder “Theodicy: Does God Cause Evil?” LINK [2:20—]

& John Crowder “Does God honor man’s choice for eternal destruction?” LINK

g John Crowder “You may want to stop saying it was gods will when death happens” LINK
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