Is Your Sonship an Experience or Just Your Spiritual Status?

If you and Father are not interacting with each other so that you sense the experience and know that it
has happened, then what can you say about your relationship with him?

You see, sonship is a relationship with Father — with all three members of the Trinity, actually — it’s not
just a new position that we find ourselves in. That relationship is an intimate one which should develop
into oneness, not stasis. Oneness is what Jesus of Nazareth had with Father, one of interaction and
companionship.

Here’s some definitions before continuing:
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|Intimate: Detailed knowledge and understanding obtained from a lot of personal experience.' |
:Intimac . A close, familiar, and usually affectionate or loving personal relationship with another:
I Y+ person.? I
I . : : : : : . |
| The quality of being one; singleness; uniqueness; sameness; identity; unity of thought, |
I0neness: feeling, belief, aim, etc.; agreement; concord; a strong feeling of closeness or affinity; |
L union.’? Jl

Can’t image what oneness is like? Imagine a married couple who have an exciting first few years of
interacting and enjoying each other. They really grow together and become one, as they share their lives
together and experience living closely as a couple. That’s how Jesus and Father related, although the
Gospels don’t tell us much about their intimacy. We’ll need to read the Gospels with ‘intimacy’ as the
lens while we read to be able to discover their connectedness.

What would happen in my picture of marriage (above) if they stopped their intimacy so that their
relationship became 'ho hum'*. They may have lose interest in each other, but they’re still in the same
position (status) of marriage, however, nothing’s going on like it used to. Is this a description of your
relationship with Father?

When we first became Christians in the past, we most likely had a wonderful time. But then, life took
over and we drifted along, returning to be like we were before our conversion. Yes, we had changed
some of our behaviours and actions, but the excitement from connected relationship that we might have
initially felt had disappeared.

Today, now that we’ve come into an understanding of the Kingdom and our sonship, there should be a
level of enthusiasm and pleasure as we explore our lost relationship with Father. Under the realities of
Kingdom life, that should become a spiritual connection which we can experience with our senses and
our mind. Our intimacy should be tangible, and actually feeling his love should be a delight for us.

If that’s not happening, then something is amiss.
A connection with the Trinity is to be experienced, it’s not a static position — i.e. our filial position as

sons. Life in the Kingdom as a son is an active, not a passive life.” That means we need to actively work
on being able to experience that connectedness in our relationship.

How do we achieve that level of activity?

1 — Paraphrased from dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/intimate

2 — www.dictionary.com/browse/intimacy
3 — www.dictionary.com/browse/oneness

4 — ‘an expression used when someone is bored, or when they accept that something unpleasant cannot be stopped from happening’
dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/ho-hum
5 — “We are meant to be active not passive” (10-7-2025)

canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/We-are-meant-to-be-active-not-passive.pdf
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The first step is to develop the ability to hear with our spirit so Father can communicate with us.®
Without that a real relationship can’t develop into intimacy and then oneness. We already know that’s the
case from our life experiences because if we don’t communicate with others, we can’t have a
relationship with them, even if we know things about them.

Think of a marriage where the two spouses don’t physically connect with touch, or even see each other
to communicate, because they’re both on different work shifts, 12 hours apart. Can they have a
relationship that’s intimate, outside of sexual relations. It simply can’t develop into long-lasting oneness
under such conditions. (Incidentally, someone I personally know had a shift-working marriage just like
that — it only lasted a few years.)

If we’ve come out of the Christian way of living, where there’s no real relationship with Father, we may
bring that arrangement into our life as a son. We’d be so used to living without experiencing our
connectedness with him that we simply change status from being a Christian to being a son, nothing
more.

We may have more knowledge and understanding of the Kingdom and sonship these days, but is it
intimacy that we experience?’ Intimacy, as we know, has to be worked on — it doesn’t just happen. Both
parties must actively engage in sharing life together before intimacy can happen.

One hurdle for our intimacy with Father is that we were told in the church system that emotions are
dangerous, so they had no place in our Christian experience. Now we know that was a lie to keep us
from connecting with Father the way we’re meant to.

Our daily life should be one of experiencing his love by feeling it. That could be like liquid love, as
some have described it, or it may be more toned down than that. Whatever we feel, the experience
should constantly reinforce that we are loved unconditionally and kept safe in Father’s hands. It should
produce absolute trust in him and his oversight, so that the idea of faith fades out of our mind because
it’s been replaced by trust.

If we have an experiential relationship with him, we shouldn’t need to look to prophetic words to
encourage us. Ones like the one below should mean nothing to us as we read them or when we’re given
them:

“Even when you feel like you have been abandoned, you are not alone. I am with you always, says
the Lord. I will show you the way of peace and righteousness. 1 will give you the wisdom to move
forward with faith, trust, and assurance. Do not despair.”®

Father shouldn’t have to give us prophetic words to encourage us to keep going. Our intimacy with him

i1s what should be giving us the impetus. Our intimacy with Father and our trust in him will produce all
the encouragement we need to live life to the full.

Sensing the Process of Transformation

Not only should we be experiencing an intimate relationship with Father, we should experience him
working with us in other areas, such as when he’s transforming us.

QUESTION: Are you actively having experiences of him transforming you?

That’s not a silly question.

6 — “Hearing Fathers Personal Word and Acting On It” (15-5-2024)
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Hearing-Fathers-Personal-Word-and-Acting-On-It.pdf

7 — Mike Parsons (22-2-2026) “Experiencing God: Beyond Systematic Theology” youtu.be/iJ5S2mgaxuE

8 — Marsha Burns “Small Straws in the Soft Wind” (July 10, 2025) www.ftl11.com/smallstraws.htm [ARCHIVE: www.ftl11.com/straws2025.htm]

Lp.Smar This 1s a free educational document produced by Canberra Forerunners -2-


https://youtu.be/iJ5S2mgaxuE
https://www.ft111.com/straws2025.htm
https://www.ft111.com/smallstraws.htm
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Hearing-Fathers-Personal-Word-and-Acting-On-It.pdf

Transformation is best done from the inside out, with him doing the changing, not us. We have to submit
to the changes for them to take place, but he actually does the changing. If we are in a relationship with
him, where we sense things, we should also sense and feel the transformation process. Transformation is
a very impacting alteration of our mindset, so we should be able to experience Father’s loving, tender
hand as well as the chagrin that comes with radical change, rather than feeling numb towards him.

For me, Father always shows me when he’s doing major changes in me through a process of testing.
Now that’s not testing to see if I sin (as I was taught that’s what he did). Instead, it’s like testing iron for
it’s temper’, it’s about putting me in situations where I see what’s inside me that’s not in alignment with
him. Father and I interact in this process of transformation as I sense the changes taking place.

Mike Parsons has experienced transformation which included experiencing interaction with Father.
Here’s part of his account of one such process:

“During a dark cloud experience in worship in October 2011, the Father asked me if [ would give him
4 months. Now [ thought, “Wow, 40 days was amazing. Imagine what 4 months could do.” ... Of
course I said “Yes” to that invocation. I mean, it was like, “Wow, what was god going to do with me
when [ gave him 4 months. ..

So November the I 2011 I got up 6:00 a.m. in the morning, I sat in my usual reclining chair
expecting something amazing to happen...now what happened? Nothing. Darkness. A blank, black
screen. How confused I was. How shocked I was. How sad I was...All I felt was “Be still”. That's all
1 felt. Be still, I've got to be still. But I was so fiustrated, confused, disappointed. My soul did not
handle being still very well...I had no problem being still, until I was invited to be still, and my soul
reacted to that darkness. I kicked oft™...

“Trust”, but I couldn't trust him. In fact, I didn't trust him. God is love, but would I trust him without
seeing and knowing what he's doing? My soul failed that test miserably...

So the I’ of December [ got up, sat in my chair — nothing again. Blank. All I felt was “Wait”...

So god wanted me to experience joy based on nothing other than him. So I was waiting. Do nothing,

see nothing, know nothing. That was not joy. I did not feel joytiul, blisstul or any other description of
Joy. I was miserable. Could joy come fiom no external circumstances, only my relationship with the
Lord? Well obviously, yes, I discovered in the end, but while I was going through this, absolutely not.

1 felt no joy at all. I was miserable. Even Christmas was horrible that year, because inside I was in

turmoil. I was so struggling with what was happening to me. It was so unfair that God had made me
this way, and now [ couldn't be me. That's what I felt. ..

I’ of January I was hoping upon hope that this was a new year and something would change, and all [
felt was “Rest”. Rest? I couldn't rest... God wanted me to come into peace. I could not feel peaceful. 1
was anything but peaceful. [ was riled. My emotions were high. My soul was in turmoil...I couldn't
do it. I could not rest, which was the point, because he was basically saying, “You don't have to try
and create rest. You come to me.” So being gentle and humble in heart is true peace, where identity
and destiny are accepted and surrendered for god's glory. But I couldn't do it... "

(Permission to quote Mike Parsons received on 20-7-2020)

Wrap-up

Transformation is just one area where we can experience our interaction with Father. There are many
others outside of just being in his presence. You see, feeling his love is just the start — it’s an impetus to
proceed, not ‘stay put’.

9 — ‘Tempering is a process of heat treating, which is used to increase the toughness of iron-based alloys.’
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tempering_(metallurgy)  wallworkht.co.uk/content/harden_and_temper

10 — “To start to get angry or complain in a noisy way’  dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/kick-off

11 — TRANSCRIPT: Mike Parsons (5-7-2025) "The Dark Cloud 3 | When Your Soul Needs Answers But God Is Silent"
youtu.be/DOTITYUbPIo [0:00-9:52]
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Sonship is about activity, not passivity.'* It’s an active life which is meant to experience everything that
Adam originally experienced, and which Jesus did when he was a man on Earth. All that it takes is for us
to say, “Yes, I want to take part in more of the spiritual experiences that are available to me as a son”.

AN A A A A A

Listen to Mike’s full account of this transformation experience in the following videos:

@ Mike Parsons “How to Hear God’s Voice—It’s Easier Than You Think!” LINK

© Mike Parsons “Expecting Light, Facing Darkness: My Spiritual Test” LINK

© Mike Parsons “The Dark Cloud 3 | When Your Soul Needs Answers But God Is Silent” LINK
@ Mike Parsons “Experiencing God: Beyond Systematic Theology” LINK
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12 — “We are meant to be active not passive” (12-7-2025)
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/We-are-meant-to-be-active-not-passive.pdf
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