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Maturity
Having been in five church systems in the early 50 years of my life, I have some understanding of the  
various descriptions of maturity in them, and I can now contrast those with the Kingdom standard. The 
maturity descriptions I’ve encountered are as follows. They are in the order of the systems that I was in:

• Methodist – Know the Bible and can preach

• Anglican – Ordained as a cleric

• Uniting – Can speak authoritatively and run meetings

• Pentecostal – Spiritually gifted with a strong anointing

• Charismatic – Has a spiritual gift of high functionality and approved by the elders (i.e. ‘the Board’)

I know they are simplistic descriptions of maturity as I experienced them in those systems, and anyone  
could contradict what I’ve written. The first two are ones I perceived in my youth as my father was  
endeavouring  to  become a  leader  in  those  systems.  The  last  three  are  what  I came up against  as  I 
endeavoured to become a leader while there. In other words, they were the standards set for me to aspire 
towards to have the senior leaders raise me up as a minor leader. 

The Kingdom is ‘in play now’, as it has been for the past 2,000 years (approx.), it’s the King’s standard of  
maturity that we need to know and use as the standard to grow up to. So what standards does he set?

There are four points to make before examining his standard:

1. He doesn’t pressure us to mature – it’s his desire that we do.

2. We don’t have to have a high level of maturity for him to use us in his Kingdom.

3. When we think we’re mature, we’re actually not fully there.

4. We can keep maturing and never really reach ‘full maturity’ in our lifetime.

In simple terms, if we want to know the Kingdom standard of maturity, all that we need to do is become 
like Jesus of Nazareth, our prototype1. However, the Gospel’s details of his spiritual maturity are scant, 
compared to what we know is actually involved from what Father has revealed to us.

So, what are the standards we need to think about as we work towards more speedy spiritual growth while 
we’re on our journey to maturing in our sonship? (My list of these is at the end of this article.)

Maturity  is  a  measure  of  growth,2 so  if  we’re  not  growing  in  Kingdom  spirituality  (i.e.  genuine 
spirituality) and in our sonship, then we’re not maturing. That means, marking time or waiting around is  
an ineffective way for a son to live. Even hoping is ineffective in the Kingdom, when it’s realised that  
everything’s been done for us, the only thing left is for us to get fully involved. As Father recently said:

“You must quiet your soul and find a place of peace where you can actually evaluate where you are  

1 – PROPHETIC JOURNAL: “See Me As Your Prototype” (24-3-2015)
      canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/33b-See-Me-As-Your-Prototype.pdf 
2 – Ryan Delaney “The Maturity Continuum: Understanding The 3 Stages of Personal Growth”   
      www.ryandelaney.co/blog/maturity-continuum 
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and what you need to do. Going in circles is not the way to progress.” 3

One thing we need to be aware of in our growth and development is the propensity to operate in extremes. 
Sons are meant to be very balanced people, so staying close to the Trinity, listening constantly to what  
they have to say, and complying with what we hear is essential for us to remain ‘even-keeled’. They are 
fully balanced, so developing their heart and mind through our oneness with them, will prevent us from 
going to extremes in our activity. By extremes, I mean going overboard with what we’re being taught, in 
one way or another, by having excessive focus on something. However, extreme is not thinking that the 
Kingdom spirituality that’s being revealed to us is ‘over the top’.

Mike Parsons has grown and matured a lot as Father has trained and experienced him over the past 10 
years or so. Here’s something he said in one of his mentoring sessions concerning our requirements for 
maturing:

“While the work [of Jesus] is finished, we’re not complete in the maturity process until all the things  
in our lives hindering us from knowing, understanding, and living that truth are removed. That’s a  
process of maturing, healing, and wholeness. I know some people will say, “Before the foundation of  
the world, I was perfect.” Yes, your spirit was, but when you came into this realm with a body and a  
soul, it was a less-than-perfect environment.

Our spirit is disconnected from what we learn in the soul through everyday life. We’re programmed by  
the life we live, not by what our spirit knows to be true. Until our spirit is reconnected to our soul  
through reconnecting with God, the spirit can’t bring the soul back into wholeness and agreement with  
what  we  always  knew in  the  spirit.  Cognitively,  our  soul  doesn’t  align  with  our  spirit  until  this  
happens.

My soul has never been in the state that my spirit was before the foundation of the world. My soul was  
born with lost identity. Some say their soul was right, but I’m not talking about original sin or Adam’s  
loss—it’s lost identity. None of our souls know who we are because we’re born in a disconnected state  
from God, even though He remains connected to us, loves us, and wants us to know the truth.” 4

(Permission to quote Mike Parsons received on 20-7-2020)

The Kingdom   Standards of Maturity  

 (NOTE: The points below are in no particular order or level of importance):

1. Our spiritual props should fall away. (See my article on this topic)5

2. We wean ourselves off traditions of all kinds.6

3. Our foundations are deconstructed – i.e. our fundamental beliefs are destroyed and replaced with 
realities of the Kingdom.

4. We are deprogrammed from religion and anything that’s not accurate as far as the reality of the 
Kingdom is concerned.

5. We are reprogrammed with knowledge and spirituality according to the Kingdom’s reality.

6. The work accomplished by Jesus is fully accepted by faith and is the basis on which we live.

7. We live in  the knowledge that  everything has  been accomplished for  us  by Jesus – it’s  totally 
finished.

3 – Marsha Burns “Small Straws in the Soft Wind” (Dec. 29, 2024)   www.ft111.com/smallstraws.htm    [ARCHIVE: www.ft111.com/straws2024.htm]

4 – Mike Parsons (26-12-2024) “More Than A Belief”   freedomarc.blog/2024/12/26/more-than-a-belief 
5 – “Our Spiritual Props Should Drop Off As We Mature” (27-11-2024) 
        canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Our-Spiritual-Props-Should-Drop-Off-As-We-Mature.pdf 
6 – “Weaning Off Tradition” (26-12-2024)
        canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Weaning-Off-Tradition.pdf 
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8. We don’t try to add anything to what Jesus accomplished in any way, shape or form.

9. We operate in the liberty and freedom the Kingdom provides for us.

10. Love is the plumbline we use to measure everything, not rules, regulations or laws.

11. Father’s heart and mind becomes our heart and mind.

12. We love others with Father’s love, not our own love.

13. Every person is seen as highly valuable.

14. Every person is seen as our equal.

15. We are healed of all hurts so that the past has no negative impact on us in any way.

16. We don’t live with regrets or disappointments.

17. Our identity as a son of Father is the only identity we live out of.

18. Our body, soul and spirit are integrated so they function together as they were created to.

19. We have our spirit as the dominant component of our being.

20. We live constantly in spirit-to-Spirit communication with the Trinity.

21. We comply with everything that Father imparts to us via our spirit.

22. We’re in alignment with Father and our King so we’re always about their business.

23. We fulfil our responsibilities in family and life.

24. We are a productive and good citizens.

25. We interact with others with honour and respect.

26. The mysteries of the Spirit realm and the Kingdom do not cause us fear, but delight, because we are 
gaining more of Father’s knowledge.

27. We allow Father and our King to teach and train us so we are more knowledgeable and productive 
for the Kingdom.

28. Wilderness periods in our lives do not phase us as we know Father has a good purpose for them.

29. Righteousness7 is the way we operate, not legalistically.

30. Our source of knowledge is what we receive from the Spirit every day.

31. Father is our source of wisdom in every areas that it’s needed.8

32. We work in partnership with the King with his Kingdom business on the Earth.

33. The Restoration of All Things is of paramount importance to us and something that’s always on our 
minds as we look to assist in the restoration process.

34. Governance is done through loving.9

35. We govern our personal Kingdom with excellence.

36. We govern our nation spiritually, from our place in Heaven.10

37. Co-creating is a function we do as if it’s second-nature to us.

7 – What Father deems as right for any occasion.
8 – Mike Parsons (29-12-2024) “The Essence of Wisdom: Living in Union with the Father”  
      freedomarc.blog/2024/12/29/390-the-essence-of-wisdom-living-in-union-with-the-father 
9 – Mike Parsons (9-1-2025) “The Power of Being: Governing Through Love”   youtu.be/J0a3tK2hGEE 
10 – Mike Parsons (9-1-2025) “The Power of Being: Governing Through Love”   youtu.be/J0a3tK2hGEE 
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38. Graciousness11 and humility are two of our dominant characters.

39. Living in intimacy with the Trinity is our priority and life source.

40. Intimacy becomes oneness and we then move into deep oneness.

41. Our inner12 and personal needs are met by our King as we lean into13 him for their supply.

42. Our King resources us with everything we need for life and Kingdom living because we draw from 
him.

43. We don’t fear the changes that Father brings to us.

44. We allow ourselves to go through cycles of change which produce paradigm shifts and lead us into 
more maturity.

For more information on our maturity process, read my article:

Mike Parsons “Maturing Through Cycles of Change”  LINK

Mike Parsons “Setting the Standard: The Misconception of Righteousness”  LINK

Mike Parsons “The Power of Being: Governing Through Love”  LINK

Laurence
27-12-2024
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)
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~ A list of my resources on maturity is over the page ~

11 – “Graciousness Should Be One of Our Visible Character Traits” (4-11-2024)
        canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Graciousness-Should-Be-One-of-Our-Visible-Character-Traits.pdf 
12 – Mike Parsons (29-12-2024) “Navigating Relationships: Operating from Your Inner Needs”    youtu.be/8IhzcncEx3c 
13 – “Lean On or Lean Into” (26-2-2023)
         canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Lean-On-or-Lean-Into.pdf 
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My Maturity Resources

• Maturity in Sonship is Based in Experiences
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Maturity-in-Sonship-is-Based-in-Experiences.pdf 

• Maturity and Spiritual Warfare
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Maturity-and-Spiritual-Warfare.pdf 

• There Are Different Types Of Maturity
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/There-Are-Different-Types-Of-Maturity.pdf 

• Spiritual Maturity Increases the Size of Our Spirit
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Spiritual-Maturity-Increases-the-Size-of-Our-Spirit.pdf 

• Our Maturity and Its Impact on Gifting
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Our-Maturity-and-Its-Impact-on-Gifting.pdf 

• Steady Progress in Spiritual Maturity is OK
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Steady-Progress-in-Spiritual-Maturity-is-OK.pdf 

• Spiritual Maturity Prepares Us for Kingdom Operation
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Spiritual-Maturity-Prepares-Us-for-Kingdom-Operation.pdf 

• Spirit Leading and the Maturity of Sonship
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Spirit-Leading-and-the-Maturity-of-Sonship.pdf 

• Life’s Troubles are Intended to Speed Your Maturity
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Lifes-Troubles-are-Intended-to-Speed-Your-Maturity.pdf 

• The Maturity Factor
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/the-maturity-factor.pdf 

• Coming Out of Religion is Essential for Maturity
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/coming-out-of-religion-is-essential-for-maturity.pdf 

• Destiny: Sonship, Relationship, Maturity, Obedience
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/destiny-sonship-relationship-maturity-obedience.pdf 

• The Leadership Maturity Key
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/the-leadership-maturity-key.pdf 

• Our Spiritual Props Should Drop Off As We Mature
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Our-Spiritual-Props-Should-Drop-Off-As-We-Mature.pdf     

• Living in a Mature Spiritual State
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Living-in-a-Mature-Spiritual-State.pdf     

• Operate at Your Level of Spirituality but Aim to Mature
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Operate-at-Your-Level-of-Spirituality-but-Aim-to-Mature.pdf     

• To Mature Spiritually Requires an Open Heart and Mind
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/To-Mature-Spiritually-Requires-an-Open-Heart-and-Mind.pdf     

• Spirituality That Is Immature
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Spirituality-That-Is-Immature.pdf     

• Our Aim Should Be to Mature
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Our-Aim-Should-Be-to-Mature.pdf     

• We Need to Mature in Love to Overcome Being Judgemental
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/We-Need-to-Mature-in-Love-to-Overcome-Being-Judgemental.pdf     

• Have You Noticed Immature Young People
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Have-You-Noticed-Immature-Young-People.pdf     

• REVELATION: Mature Worship
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/REVELATION-mature-worship.pdf     

This is a free educational document produced by Canberra Forerunners⭐ ⭐ -5-

https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/REVELATION-mature-worship.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Have-You-Noticed-Immature-Young-People.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/We-Need-to-Mature-in-Love-to-Overcome-Being-Judgemental.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Our-Aim-Should-Be-to-Mature.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Spirituality-That-Is-Immature.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/To-Mature-Spiritually-Requires-an-Open-Heart-and-Mind.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Operate-at-Your-Level-of-Spirituality-but-Aim-to-Mature.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Living-in-a-Mature-Spiritual-State.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Our-Spiritual-Props-Should-Drop-Off-As-We-Mature.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/the-leadership-maturity-key.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/destiny-sonship-relationship-maturity-obedience.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/coming-out-of-religion-is-essential-for-maturity.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/the-maturity-factor.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Lifes-Troubles-are-Intended-to-Speed-Your-Maturity.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Spirit-Leading-and-the-Maturity-of-Sonship.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Spiritual-Maturity-Prepares-Us-for-Kingdom-Operation.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Steady-Progress-in-Spiritual-Maturity-is-OK.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Our-Maturity-and-Its-Impact-on-Gifting.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Spiritual-Maturity-Increases-the-Size-of-Our-Spirit.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/There-Are-Different-Types-Of-Maturity.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Maturity-and-Spiritual-Warfare.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Maturity-in-Sonship-is-Based-in-Experiences.pdf

