
Leading Like Jesus Did
All adults lead somehow in their lives, if they haven’t given up on life or are living in denial of their  
responsibilities. Parents, teachers, adults, grandparents, and many others who aren’t paid to lead others, 
are still leading others. We mustn’t forget that. 

So therefore, we need to be awake to our leadership responsibilities and do them with excellence. That  
excellence is not the world's way – you know, ‘cutting-edge’ leadership or ‘university-trained’ leadership. 
In the Kingdom, leadership has to be done the King’s way to be classed as excellent.

When we use the world’s way to lead, we fail in our Kingdom responsibilities to be like our prototype, 1 
who is Jesus of Nazareth. To be like him, the best thing is to do is to allow him to show us how to lead, 
and to train us in his type of leadership. That teaching and training is what I’ve been going through since 
around the year 2000. The first thing I was taught was that the church system’s leadership model does not 
belong to the Kingdom – it’s world-based.

Here’s Brian Simmons’ explaining more on that:

“The model we now have is men ordaining people. I suppose there is a validity to this, my friend, but  
we have super emphasized what God minimizes, and we have minimized what God super emphasizes
—that is for every believer to go preach the gospel, heal the sick, cast out devils, love your neighbor,  
care for the poor, and rebuild your broken cities and broken families.

Every one of us has that leadership call and leadership mantle. If you are leading a group of people…  
you're standing before some of God's great ‘last day’ champions and the Bride of Christ. They're not  
our bride. They don't belong to us. People will ask what church you belong to. I go to church. I pastor  
churches...but this leadership mantle of the old models has to yield to the Jesus' style of leadership.

Let me get into what I mean by that. To lead like Jesus requires one thing: LOVE. That has to be the  
supreme. It's the highest of virtues. Everything else will fail. Even faith and hope will be subservient to  
love…

And, of course, the response is, “You have to be strong. How about strong love then? How about  
having love that is strong?” It'’s not weak, and it won’t fail when people reject you or criticize you. A  
love that is consistent and persistent, that doesn't stop loving, keeps believing the best for others—
that's the leadership model of Jesus Christ. There's never going to be a leader that is as great as he is.  
So, why don't we follow in his steps?

No  matter  what  level  of  authority  we  have,  whether  it's  in  business,  the  corporate  world,  or  in  
church…the more we absorb his love, the more we can lead like Jesus.” 2

NOTE: The love that’s required is not theological agapē love, just because it’s the one used in the NT. 
NO! We must operate out of Father’s love and with his mind – that’s very different. That’s why deep 
oneness with him is so critical for us to be able to represent him fully and to be effective in the Kingdom 
assignments that he gives us. That’s the reason why Jesus of Nazareth was so effective.
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1 – “See Me As Your Prototype” (24-3-2015)   canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/33b-See-Me-As-Your-Prototype.pdf 
2 – Brian Simmons (30-1-2024)  “Leadership Requires One Thing: LOVE”  [distributed ‘Jesus Style Leader | Micro Lesson’ email]
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