
My Recent Experience of Leadership Training by Father

(This article outlines some of my experiences which demonstrate what Father taught Esther, an account of which she 
recorded in her article, ‘Father’s Training is Required for Leadership in the Kingdom’1)

Background

Many years ago, as a young father and professional teacher in a rural town in NSW (Australia), I looked back 
on my life and could see that Father had been training me for a role in teaching and leadership for a long  
time. I could see that it had started in my role as a Sunday School teacher in my High School days and as a  
youth leader in my college years. Therefore, in the early 1980s, when I was offered the opportunity to run 
midweek home meetings for the Pentecostal church we belonged to, I jumped at the chance. It seemed logical 
to do so, seeing I already had a job as a school teacher and had recently been ‘baptised in the Holy Spirit’.

A short time later, we left the whole church system and I took the step of starting a house church with my  
wife. This wasn’t a knee-jerk reaction, but something that was a revelation to me as the modern church 
system was not what the Spirit had set up among the initial believers in the 1 st Century – that style of spiritual 
community had been lost. So, full of enthusiasm, and in a gung-ho manner, I set out on the road I had chosen 
for myself.

Suffice  to  say,  that  in  my naivety and immaturity,  I  made many mistakes and eventually  pulled out  of  
leadership,  putting myself in Father’s hands to teach and train before I embarked on anything else. That 
began an important period for us of quality family time, as we focused on raising our children, eventually  
leading to our move to Canberra for their education.

My Training by Father

Canberra is where I genuinely experienced Father’s training, especially over the past 25 years,  and in a 
similar way to Esther’s description in her article:

(1) I had left the church system, but Father took me back there so that I could receive more training, of the 
type that only he knew. This time I was in a Charismatic organisation in 2000, where the leader (known as  
the Senior Pastor) took me ‘under his wing’. He was middle-aged (about my age), with a lot of life-wisdom, 
demonstrable spiritual gifting, and a desire for the members of his congregation to grow in spiritual matters. 
My time there was one of learning humility and submission, as I wholeheartedly gave myself to him, doing  
whatever he asked. I did this out of love, respect and honour of him, but also to spend my time there serving  
him and other members.

After 10 year’s under his oversight, I had been schooled in the ‘Father Heart’ message, trained in Theophostic 
facilitation, had developed well with my prophetic gifting, and had advanced in my adoration of Father and 
my Beloved using creative worship and dancing. Father had also organised for me to be introduced to the 
Kingdom, an area that he began teach me a great deal about.

By the end of that period, I could see that the leader couldn’t teach me any more about what Father wanted  
me to know. I was hungering for what was reality, not theological, and that which related to life in the 
Kingdom, not Christianity or Full Gospel spirituality. However, I stayed in the organisation, using my time to  
teach other men about the things of the Kingdom during the times we met together at  Sunday morning  
meetings. 

Eventually, Father had to put a stop to my attendance, saying, “If you don’t leave, you won’t enter your  
destiny”. I immediately knew that Father couldn’t teach me any more in that organisation, so I tendered my 
resignation and parted, after having a final meeting with the leader. Following my exit, I set up my education 
& training business (Canberra Forerunners) and began running meetings every weekend in a school theatre, 
teaching anyone who would listen about the realities of the Kingdom. 
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The middle period of time in this season included: undergoing further prophetic training, this time under 
Robert Misst;  the establishment of CCOP2 as a prophetic voice (now KCC3);  and the fine-tuning of my 
prophetic messages so they were the King’s instructions, straight from the Throne. Father guided all these  
developments for me.

(2) Fast forward 20 years – Having retired from school teaching, I had been working in a residential aged 
care  facility  in  Canberra  from  2020  onwards,  retraining  as  a  vocational  trainer  and  assessor  in  the 
Community Sector. My role was a Recreational Activity Officer (now known as a Lifestyle Officer), but also  
as a de facto RAO Co-ordinator, as the existing one resigned in mid 2020. I continued in that leadership role 
with a young team of officers until the formal appointment of a Co-ordinator by the business.

The team and myself were ‘run ragged’ as management pushed us hard to put on a ‘good show’ for the  
organisation (head office) and the Aged Care Commission. Being short staffed and pushed hard, we were 
exhausted by the end of every day, and the stress began to mount in the team. My wife could see that I wasn’t  
enjoying my time at work and that the stress was wearing me out. She advised me to quit so I could be  
relieved of the stress, but I declined her advice. I could see that Father was using the time at the facility to  
expose in me some attitudes which needed to be eliminated from my character, as well as my need to rest in  
him when things weren’t going well. I wanted to gain the victory for myself, so I waited for him to tell me  
when it was time to leave. 

Eventually, I settled down, and began to be less stressed. However, every year or so, we had a change of  
contracted Facility Managers. Each one of them wanted additional changes, mostly involving more work for  
our team. In the end, I couldn’t see any way of continuing with being pushed so hard, our work was under-
valued and considered ineffective by management. In my heart I decided to quit, so I checked with my spirit  
what Father had to say about it. He showed my to resign on the 1 st December, but to cease permanent work 
on the 1st August, and in the interim, to be a casual relief RAO to support the team members.
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It’s important that we see everything that happens to us as an opportunity for Father to train, retrain and fine-
tune us in our sonship and in our personal lives. He’s always looking for circumstances to have us changed  
into someone who is more like our prototype4, Jesus of Nazareth.

The last word belongs to Father:

“My child, I want to teach you things you’ve never known. I want you to relearn the lessons you thought  
you grasped.  Just  because I  revealed myself  to  you and poured out  revelation,  doesn’t  mean you’ve  
mastered the fullness of it. Allow me to unearth the hidden gems of my wisdom for you. Dig into them  
with me, and I will teach you greater things.” 5

Laurence
21-10-2024
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)
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