Offence

(This is a short Bible study from Esther® in point-form layout. Published by Canberra Forerunners)
God's instructions in the Bible teaches us that we are to keep our hearts pure, always without offence.
When we harbour an offence, our sight is clouded, which can open the door to deception.

The enemies of our soul will always do their best to go after our pure heart of love — that’s the one we that
we have for our God and for people — to taint it or corrupt it.

Luke 17:1 — “It is impossible that no offences should come. Woe to him through whom they [offences] do
come.”

Offences will definitely happen. They are unavoidable.

Take note that we can either be offended or be the offender. Alternatively, we can be a channel of offence
or we can be all three of them at the same time.

* Offence is inevitable
* Many will be offended. (Matthew 24:10)

* The root of offence is unhealed hurts, unmet needs, wounded spirit, insecurity, immaturity,
unforgiveness or hatred.

* An easily offended heart can lead to strife, hatred, betrayal, and as a result, a sure decline in trust,
unity and love.

* Offences will also stunt spiritual growth and maturity. It will also breed deception, distrust and
spiritual decay.

* Offences lead to oppression, plus many other physical and mental health issues.
* Offences will keep us from loving like God loves.

* Jesus also highlighted that it is better to be offended than to be the cause of offence.

How to Overcome offence:
* Learn to overlook offences.
* Be quick to forgive.
* Pray a blessing on the offender.
* Release the offence/the offender.

* Let go of the right to hold onto the offence, to get even, to seek vengeance, or even to wait in the
hope of getting an apology.

* If necessary, ask God to forgive us too. (Luke 6:41)

Remember:
» Hatred stirs up quarrels, but love makes up for all offences (Proverbs 10:12 NLT)
* Love covers the multitude of sins between people.

* If we let the wisdom and gentleness of God operate in us, we can quickly and easily turn to patience
and overlook the offence.

* It is to one's glory to overlook an offence.
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* Guard our hearts above all else, for everything we do flows from it.

* When offences take root, our life will not exhibit any of the fruit the Holy Spirit.
* Do everything in love, meekness, kindness and humility.

* Do our best to love everyone with God's love.

* We are able to love others sincerely and freely with a pure heart, and with God's divine and perfect
love.

* It is God's approval that we seek and our identity and joy comes from Him.

Some Scriptures to meditate on:

* 2 Corinthians 6:3 (CSB) — "We are not giving anyone an occasion for offence, so that the ministry
will not be blamed."

* 1 John 2:10 (AMP) — “The one who loves and unselfishly seek the best for his [believing]| brother
lives in the Light, and in him there is no occasion for stumbling or offence [he does not hurt the
cause of Christ or leads others to sin]”

* Colossians 3:12-14 (MSG) — “So, chosen by God for this new life of love, dress in the wardrobe God
picked out for you: compassion, kindness, humility, quiet strength, discipline. Be even tempered,
content with second place, quick to forgive an offence. Forgive as quickly and completely as the
Master forgave you. And regardless of what else you put on, wear love. It’s your basic, all purpose
garment. Never be without it.”

* [saiah 44:22 (NLT) — “I have scattered your offences like the morning mist. Oh, return to me, for I
have paid the price to set you free”

* COMMENT: With the morning mist, besides not having any substance, it can be blown away with
the wind, or it can become thicker like a fog which is a representation of offence not forgiven.
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