
One Way to Definitely Show Your Love to Fellow Believers

Have a read of this quote from Francis of Assisi’s writings that was emailed to me by a close brother:

“You can show your love to other people by not wishing that they be better Christians.” 1

Let that sink in before reading on.

That quote was presented in a lecture by Richard Rohr, who goes on to say:

“We were so convinced that that has to be a mistake. You know, it can’t be true. We went back to the  
oldest manuscripts, [and] that’s what he said. But even when I was still in formation we deleted the  
‘nots’ because we could not imagine [it]..."He can’t mean that! No. Let’s translate it correctly." 'You  
can show your love to others by wishing that they would be better Christians.'  

Don’t do that, because it’s by your agenda of Christ[ianity]…You’re just setting yourself up to be  
demanding,  judgemental,  anal  retentive,  narrow,  and  unloving.  It  doesn’t  work.  The  man  was  a  
spiritual genius. I’m going to read it one more time. You still can’t believe your ears, can you? Francis  
said this? ‘You can show your love to others by not wishing that they should be better Christians’.

Then the second line quoted in his biography…'We must bear patiently not being good and not being  
thought good'. Let me read it again. 'We must bear patiently not being good and not being thought  
good'. That would be absolute freedom from ego.” 2

Plenty to think about in those snippets from Francis of Assisi.

►►My archived teaching articles are  HERE, HERE & HERE ◄◄

Laurence
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(Readers will need to look up for themselves any scriptures alluded to in this document)

1 – Francis of Assisi (Quoted by Richard Rohr in ‘It's All about Presence’ Conspire 2014)
      www.youtube.com/watch?v=2LzN0HxLmD0   [12:27-12:38]
2 – Francis of Assisi (Quoted by Richard Rohr in ‘It's All about Presence’ Conspire 2014)
      www.youtube.com/watch?v=2LzN0HxLmD0   [12:40-14:38]
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