
QUESTION: Is Polygamy Ungodly?
I’m going to be really controversial here and emphatically say, “No”.

Before addressing the issue of polygamy, there are a number of important Kingdom points that need to be
made as these have a bearing on the topic.

As a start, ‘ungodly’ is a church and biblical term which has become Christian jargon, and therefore, of
little use in the Kingdom or in our dealings with those outside it. ‘Ungodly’ harks back to the OT (Old
Covenant, OC) where laws, rules and regulations were mandated to be followed. Any link back to those
is also counter-productive when talking with Christians who desire to come out of the system. The term
will cause them to think legalistically, which puts their mind outside of Kingdom thought, and keeps
pulling them back into religion.

The terms I prefer to use instead of ‘godly’ and ‘ungodly’ are those which relate to ‘righteousness’. Using
‘right’, ‘righteous’ and ‘unrighteous’ brings the hearer’s mind around to what is right in the Trinity’s
mind for them – and for us. The term ‘righteous’,1 when properly explained and taught,2 allows the
listener or student to see that  anything that Father would consider “not right” for them in a specific
situation, is something that they would be best not to do. (Notice I didn’t say, “something that they must
not do”. That would be linking action to the law and legalism, which has no place in the Kingdom.) The
focus on what Father thinks, will cause them to consider everything they think, do and say, and assess
whether it’s what Father is wanting them to undertake at that very moment. That removes it from all-
encompassing rules to situational response (like a situational ethic would do).

Here’s an example: In one of Watchman Nee’s books he recounts that he gave a new missionary money
to help them on their journey to spread the Gospel in China. As soon as he did that, Father chastised him
by saying to him that he didn’t want him to give the missionary money as he wanted the person to learn
to trust him. It was not wrong to give money to a missionary, and it may have been done to others in the
past, but on this specific occasion it was not what Father wanted. In this instance, his ‘good’ actions,
which seemed righteous, were actually unrighteous. Get the idea?

You see, in the Kingdom, our actions and speech should focus around doing what pleases Father. That, of
course, comes from our love and intimacy with him, not the need to please him so he doesn’t get angry or
offended. Under the New Covenant (NC), we’re in unlimited grace and unconditional love, not under
constant pressure to ‘measure up or be damned’.

In the Kingdom, nothing is out of limit for us. Instead, we choose our actions so we align with Father’s
heart  for us and in line with what’s for our best  good. As sons,  we can make decisions out  of our
autonomy,  as  planet-managers  and  vice-regents,3 without  having  to  be  ‘puppets’  that  the  Spirit
manipulates. We also have deity4 as a characteristic of our created being, which allows us to make our
own decisions. The Trinity have not, and will not, override those features by forcing us to do what they
want. They always give us the option of making our own decisions, which is why the world is in such a
mess due to unrighteous decisions and choices. To override the decision-making ability we were given
would be to make us less than who we are as the pinnacle of their creation. We also make decisions by
doing what they’ve asked us to do through our spiritual communication with them,5 or from the answer
we received when we asked their opinion.

Nothing being out of limits for us is the reason Paul taught on it, saying that he makes wise choices to

1 – “Different Take On What Righteousness Is” 
       canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/A-Different-Take-On-What-Righteousness-Is.pdf 
2 – “Be Righteous”   canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Be-Righteous.pdf 
3 – “When is it Right to Exercise Your Will”    canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/When-is-it-Right-to-Exercise-Your-Will.pdf 
4 – SEE: “Do We Have Deity?”    canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Do-We-Have-Deity.pdf 
5 – “Always Wait Until the Time is Right, According to Kingdom Plans”
        canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Always-Wait-Until-the-Time-is-Right-According-to-Kingdom-Plans.pdf 
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ensure  that  everything  he  chooses  is  profitable  (i.e.  helpful  or  good  for  his  spiritual  growth  and
development).6 That’s where discernment comes in.7

Importantly, the good we do does not commend us to Father, and neither do ‘bad’ things condemn us to
him. That’s hard for most Christians to accept, but the Kingdom has nothing to do with those beliefs of
religion. For example: There were food laws under the OC and these were causing issues for Jewish
believers  in  NT times.  Paul  had  to  tell  them that  what  they  ate  didn’t  impact  Father  in  any  way
whatsoever.8 Even foods  offered  to  idols  didn’t  upset  Father,  even though they were  handled in  an
‘ungodly’ way.

What has always been of concern to Father has been the person’s heart, and it still is that way today. It’s
not what we do that makes things right or wrong for us, it’s our heart attitude. That’s why Jesus taught
about hate being equivalent to murder,  and lust  being equivalent to adultery. That’s why  no food is
spiritually ‘unclean’ in itself,9 but in the heart of a person who thinks a certain food is ‘unclean’, then to
that  person it  is  ‘unclean’.  That’s  also why  no days are  special  days (holy days)  in  the Kingdom.10

However, in the heart of a person who thinks a day is spiritually special, then to that person it is special. 

When something in a person’s heart is set, and they go against that position, then they haven’t operated in
faith, and that makes their action a ‘sin’. Sin in this regard is different to similar terms under the OC. In
the Kingdom, sin is ‘missing the mark’ of how Father wants us to operate.11 His directives to us are to
operate out of faith and love, so anything outside of that is not right (it’s unrighteous) and could be
termed ‘sin’, for those who insist on using that term. 

Notice how the heart is always the governing factor in our decision-making as sons. It’s not about rules
and laws – and it’s not even about the Ten Commandments. Kingdom living is about aligning our speech
and actions with our heart, which has been changed by training to be aligned to Father’s heart. That heart
alignment with him is another reason why oneness with him is very, very important.

That brings us to the question at hand: “Is polygamy ungodly”. 

As a way of addressing the question, I’ll ask another question: “Is it ungodly for a person to marry their
sibling?” For example: Is  it  wrong for a brother to marry his full-blood or half-blood sister. (That’s
putting aside adopted siblings who aren’t genetically related.) I’d say every person in most countries
would say, “No. It’s wrong.” Let’s check that out.

There was no spiritual taboo on close marriages until the Law was given to the Israelites12 and there are
instances of incest contained in the history of the Bible. 

• Example #1: Cain must have married one of his sisters as there weren’t any non-related females in
existence at that time. That was possible, because there’s no account of how many children Adam
and Eve actually had. The mention of only Cain and Abel was recounted in scripture for male
lineage purposes, as well as for the first murder that occurred. 

• Example #2: Abram married his half-sister Sarai,13 which God blessed, changing their names in
affirmation to Abraham and Sarah.

Christian countries whose society is based on the Judeo-Christian ethic support the law against close
marriages  because they find it  in  the Bible,  even though it’s  the  OT.  Most  modern societies  forbid

6 – 1 Corinthians 6:12
7 – “Discernment to Know What is Right”    canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Discernment-to-Know-What-is-Right.pdf 
8 – 1 Corinthians 8:8
9 – Romans 14:14
10 – Romans 14:5-6
11 – SEE: “What Really is Sin?”   canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/What-Really-is-Sin.pdf 
12 – Deuteronomy 27:22; Leviticus 20:17 [NOTE: These refer to sexual activity (incest or adultery), not marriage. Marriage of this type is
not prohibited in writing in the Law.]
13 – Genesis 20:11-12
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marrying close relatives, limiting marriage to second cousins or those further removed. That’s a cultural
norm that has been instituted from science, based on genetics and the 18th century livestock breeding
work  of  Robert  Bakewell14 in  the  UK.  As  medical  problems  can  arise  from inbreeding  with  close
relatives, so close marriages continue to be banned to reduce the incidence of genetic disorders in society.

As we’re no longer under the Mosaic Law, those terms aren’t binding on us. The outworking of that is
that spiritually speaking, marrying your sister is not ‘ungodly’ or unrighteous. However, we follow the
law of the land in who we marry, so we don’t get fined and/or put in gaol.

What then are the details around polygamy? 

Again, in Christian countries whose society is based on the Judeo-Christian ethic, polygamy is banned
because of church doctrine. The reasons are unclear, but it’s most likely based on the qualities of a NT
elder which was to have only one wife.15 However, it could be based on the fact that Adam was given a
single wife (Ezer16) and were told, “The two are to become one”. 

That appears to settle the issue of polygamy, but it doesn’t.

The OT indicates that God didn’t  disapprove of polygamy, even though he didn’t  give a  Noahic or
Mosaic law against it. There are instances of polygamy in the Bible, even in the time of the Law. For
instance: 

• The first instance is Lamech who had 2 wives.17

• Abraham, Jacob, David and others all had multiple wives and/or concubines18. 

• Solomon had 700 wives and 300 concubines.19

There is no biblical statement about polygamy being approved. Neither is it stated that have more than
one wife or to have concubines is an iniquity. The reason for that may have been to protect women and
children in a society which was not operating in alignment with Heaven. A man with multiple wives was
able to serve them as their provider and protector, which was far better than the alternative of the women
entering prostitution or slavery to feed herself and her children. Similarly, it is more loving from Father’s
heart for them not to starve, but to be safe and provided for, even though a polygamist household is not
ideal.

Today, under the NC, we must understand Father’s intention for marriage partners, as well as submitting
to the national law on the matter. It’s not NT standards that we should follow, but it’s Kingdom standards
that we should be adhering to.

The NT teachings are as follows:

• There’s no explicit teaching on the number of wives or husbands a person may have.

• Paul stated that it’s better to have no wife – Time would then be more appropriately portioned to
spiritual matters.20

• Elders  (who  are  men)  should  have  only  one  wife21 –  It’s  important  here  not  to  put  that
requirement on all believers. Elders had communal duties in the  ekklesia of their time, so they
needed to partition their time appropriately, which would have been difficult with multiple wives

14 – en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Bakewell_(agriculturalist) 
15 – 1 Timothy 3:2, 12; Titus 1:6
16 – “Revealing Ezer” (#5 in the ‘Men and Women in the Kingdom’ series)
         canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/05-Revealing-Ezer.pdf 
17 – Genesis 4:19
18 – A concubine was a lower status wife who had little or no privileges.
19 – 1 Kings 11:3
20 – 1 Corinthians 7:32
21 – 1 Timothy 3:2, 12; Titus 1:6
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and children.22

• Teaching on husbands and wives use the singular (i.e. one husband and one wife) – The exception
is when referring to a group of married people.

• Monogamy is the metaphor for Christ and his Bride (singular).

Kingdom standards (principles) may be different to biblical standards, because what is termed “biblical”
is very often a church interpretation that has been ‘cemented’ in dogma. 

Here are the Kingdom standards that apply here:

• Everything is done out of love that mirrors Father’s love – This is the love that flows from him to us.
It’s not our love. It’s not what the world calls “love”, which it also applies to gąy relationships.

• Our heart is to be pure towards the person – Lust should not be involved in the decision, as an
example of this.

• We comply with what Father tells us to do or his advice to us – We find out from Father what he
wants and that’s what we do out of our love and respect for him. (NOTE: As sons we comply. We
don’t obey, because we’re not slaves or servants.)

• Our personal decisions should be in alignment with Father’s heart and his plans for us and others.

• Everything is done by faith – This is trusting that it’s the appropriate thing to do. In other words, we
trust Father’s instructions to us or we trust that we're making the right decision.

There are no OC or OT standards that we need to follow in any matter, and that applies to polygamy as
well. Therefore, the answer to the question, “Is polygamy ungodly”, we must follow Kingdom principles,
not biblical theology or church dogma. We must also consider if it’s “unrighteous”, not if it’s “ungodly”.

One important Kingdom principle is this: Nothing should be done out of lust (as mentioned above). Lust
is a sign that an activity is unrighteous, if its undertaken from that emotion. You see, sons are expected to
mature so that their spirit has ascendency over their soul, as well as their mind. That is, their spirit should
be the dominant component of their being. That means that lust, on the part of either the man or the
woman, as the driving force to enter polygamy, is not righteous. It would be an indication to say “No” to
such a union. Any marriage should be an arrangement that is entered into soberly (with a logical, sound
reason for it).

So, polygamy per se, is not wrong as a marriage institution. However, in a particular situation it may be
unrighteous, because it’s not what Father intends for the person on that occasion. Here’s his mind on that
type of situation:

“Life is full of ups and downs, but you can quite easily navigate your course when you stay connected
to Me. I will give you purpose and direction and the ability to face and overcome every difficulty you
encounter.” 23 

To be safe, we can err on the side of caution and decide that monogamy (one spouse) is the best because
it creates the most stable home environment where there’s less trouble arising from two wives fighting
over the husband. However, if we don’t do that out of faith, but out of fear, then it’s unrighteous, because
fear is not how sons of the Kingdom are to operate.

Notice that there’s not legalism in this – no blanket wrong because God said so. We can easily move in
that direction, as the church system has, but we need to decide using heavenly wisdom, hearing from
Father what his mind is, stepping out in faith and taking action with confidence.

22 – 1 Corinthians 7:28
23 – Marsha Burns “Small Straws in the Soft Wind” (Mar. 12, 2023)   ft111.com/smallstraws.htm    [ARCHIVE: www.ft111.com/straws2023.htm]
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One question  that  may come up now is:  “What  about  murder?  Isn’t  it  wrong as  a  rule/law?” That
question shows compliance with the Ten Commandments and the Noahide Laws24. The Kingdom basis
for understanding murder is that it’s never right because it’s not based on heavenly love or compassion.

Similarly, rape is never righteous because it’s not based on love, so it’s always wrong.

IMPORTANT: In  any  situation,  the  persons  concerned  with  bigamy  or  polygamy  must  make  the
decision after consultation with Father. No blanket command should be received from elders or pastors in
the church system, only their advice. That’s because each one of us is accountable for our own decisions.
We can’t negate that and say, “Someone told me I could”, trying to pass off our responsibility.

Laurence
11-3-2023
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)
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