
REMINDER: We are Meant to Thrive, Not Just Survive
Many Christians for centuries have looked down on those who were wealthy, considering it “filthy lucre”. 
Why?

The expression “filthy lucre” appears 4 times in the NT in the KJV,1 which is the translation used as the 
source for most of the church’s archaic understandings of those 1st century writings. The word ‘lucre’ is a 
translation  of  the  Greek  term  aischrokerdēs which  simply  means  ‘unclean  gain’2.  However,  the 
Thayer definition has it as ‘eager for base gain’ and ‘greedy for money’,3 which puts the emphasis on our 
attitude, not on wealth itself.

This better understanding is brought out in François du Toit’s MIRROR translation:

“An overseer must be above reproach; if he has a bad reputation in the community you do not want  
him to be part of your leadership team. A leader administrates God’s economy and must therefore be a  
competent manager of God’s business. A person with his own selfish agenda, or one who loses his  
temper easily, or someone that is known to over indulge in food or wine, or a bully, or  greedy for  
money is certainly not a candidate.” i

So,  being wealthy isn’t  a  Kingdom issue.  What  is  unrighteous is  our  desire  to  be  rich for  our  own 
purposes and pleasure. Now that’s very different to having more money than others.

QUERY: Evangelical Christians have a great deal of disdain for “filthy lucre”, but they fail to realise 
that they engage in many other activities in their daily lives which are based on eagerness to satisfy their 
base nature. In addition, many things they do are based on greed or self-indulgence because they are 
human – they just don’t realise it. So why the emphasis on money and wealth? Could there actually be an  
unrighteous attitude behind that, such as jealousy of those with more than they have? 

To set things in the right perspective in regard to thriving, the Kingdom is a source for abundance in every 
area, not just wealth – that’s a very important distinction. Thriving (the opposite to ‘ill thrift’) is wider  
that money and needs to be seen as functioning in any arena. This right attitude means sons should not be  
looking to the Kingdom to make them wealthy, but for them to thrive in life and Kingdom living.

I have produced two articles on thriving in the Kingdom,4 so there’s no need to reiterate their content 
here. (See the list at the end of this article.) I have also produced one from a member of our community, 5 
which is also listed at the end.

My intent with this article is to provide more information from Father and our King on the imperative to  
see their Kingdom as a source for sons to be able to thrive in everything. 

Here’s a recent message from Father:

“To those of you who have been empty, I am going to fill you up and give you a new beginning where  
you can thrive. But, you must desire this change and refuse to continue on with a victim mentality.  
Rise up out of the dead ashes of the past, and be filled with hope” 6

We can thrive  in  the  Kingdom because  it  provides  an abundant  supply  of  anything and everything,  
provided we work with it in the right way. 

1 – 1 Timothy 3:3,8; Titus 1:7; 1 Peter 5:2
2 – www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G146/aischrokerdes.htm 
3 – www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G146/aischrokerdes.htm 
4 – “Thrive, Not Survive” (12-7-2020)   canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Thrive-Not-Survive.pdf 
      “How to Thrive in Life” (9-5-2025)   canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/How-to-Thrive-in-Life.pdf 
5 – Jose Henriquez “Thrive, Not Survive” (12-7-2020)
      canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Thrive-Not-Survive-Jose-Henriquez.pdf 
6 – Marsha Burns “Small Straws in the Soft Wind” (Sept. 24, 2025)   www.ft111.com/smallstraws.htm    [ARCHIVE: www.ft111.com/straws2025.htm]

This is a free educational document produced by Canberra Forerunners⭐ ⭐ -1-

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G146/aischrokerdes.htm
https://www.ft111.com/straws2025.htm
https://www.ft111.com/smallstraws.htm
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Thrive-Not-Survive-Jose-Henriquez.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/How-to-Thrive-in-Life.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Thrive-Not-Survive.pdf
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G146/aischrokerdes.htm


It’s critical that we realise that the desire of the Trinity is to be our supply, just as they originally provided  
for Adam and Ezer7 before The Fall – all free of cost or effort to produce, as well. This is why we have 
Paul’s maxim:

“My God shall also abundantly fill every nook and cranny to overflowing in all areas of  your lives.  
The wealth of his dream come true in Christ Jesus measures his generosity towards you.” ii

Did you get that? The measure of his generosity to us, so we can live in abundance in the here-&-now, is 
exemplified by Father’s generosity to us in what he achieved in the work of The Son.

IMPORTANT: The supply which they desire to provide for us fits into the category of our needs, not 
our wants, which are in addition to our needs.

The supply we can ‘plug into’ includes all our emotional, mental, physical, spiritual, relational, health and 
love needs. All the Trinity are looking for is for us to ‘lean into’8 their supply in an attitude of complete 
trust. You see, we operate out of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil – so to speak – but they 
want us to function from the Tree of Life. In other words, they want us to draw from the Kingdom rather 
than be doing things the human way out of our ingenuity.

It takes quite some time to build the trust needed to do things their way, but when we decide to move in 
that direction, Father will draw us in and train us so we fully trust him. It will include a lot of tests during  
this process for him to see how much we trust him to supply our needs.

I can testify that since being ‘Baptised in the Holy Spirit’ around 1980, and beginning my journey of 
genuine spiritual grow in connection with Father, I have never had any need that was not met. Many of 
my wants have come and gone, but my needs were always met. 

• Some of those were met by others, not directly from Father. For example: A non-believing neighbour 
gave us 2 litres of milk free every day for about 8 years while our kids were little.

• Some of those were by friends. For example: A man on the local show society that I belonged to gave 
us the use of the spare house on his property at no rent for 8 years, under the proviso that I looked 
after it.

• Some were miraculous. For example: During the 1980-1982 drought when I was unemployed as a 
jackaroo, we had an urgent bill to pay of about $200. We had no way of raising that money in a 
drought, but we received a cheque for around the exact amount from a young person we had taught 
(not a friend or acquaintance), who had moved to Sydney to work.

We’ve even had our desires met in reasonably important areas, namely cars:

• When our family enlarged to 4, I  had no room in my short wheelbase Land Cruiser.  It  was too 
expensive to get a long wheelbase version as we had only been married for a few years and had little 
savings. We investigated the local Ford dealer who gave us a complete swap of my Land Cruiser and 
my wife’s little Corolla for a brand new 6-seater Falcon station wagon.  They offered the no-cost 
exchange.

• When deciding on the colour scheme of this first Falcon, we decided at home for a cream coloured 
body and brown upholstery. Those colours meant that the vehicle wouldn’t show up the dust which 
covered vehicles in country areas. The Ford dealer wasn’t aware of our choice, but they searched 
around NSW dealers for a Falcon for us and had one delivered. It had cream coloured body and 
brown upholstery.

• When we moved to Canberra, the family wanted a car with air-conditioning. When it was time to 
update  the  20-year  old  one,  I  desired a  white  Falcon wagon to  make it  visible  at  dusk and an 
automatic for easier driving. I also desired a weather shield on the driver’s side to prevent being hit 

7 – “Revealing Ezer” (12-6-2017)   canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/05-Revealing-Ezer.pdf 
8 – “Lean On or Lean Into” (26-2-2023)    canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Lean-On-or-Lean-Into.pdf 
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in the face by bees when the window as down, and an air foil on the back to keep the rear window 
clear of dust. My wife found one with everything we desired when she took a quick look around the 
car dealers after work the next day.

That’s only a few of our supplies and miracles – there’s many, many more.

This month, I decided to ask our King for some teaching for his people in Australia about Kingdom 
abundance. I believe this is need so they can be more prepared to move forward into the things which are 
ahead of us. In his King’s Counsel message, he made these statements:

“Abundance means abundant, plain and simple. I promised you abundance [as] 9 that’s a theme of the  
Kingdom, because it’s a factor of the Kingdom. So, if you live in the Kingdom, abundance is available  
to you.10 Now, how that abundance materializes or manifests itself is up to each individual. That’s  
because faith is involved here, and by faith, I mean, total trust. So, if you want to live abundantly, you  
need total trust in me and in the Kingdom’s supply. 

Part  of  the background to this  is  that  you have to believe  me.  That  is,  believing what  I  tell  you  
personally11. That only comes out of an intimate relationship with me, and more importantly, out of  
oneness with me.12 To live in abundance is not praying for the things that you need. Abundant living is  
open-armed – an open-handed receipt of everything that the Kingdom can supply.

Now, remember, the Kingdom is basically what Heaven supplies. And, as Heaven is in the spirit realm  
and can manifest anything in the natural realm, that means abundant supply is the Kingdom providing  
anything and everything.” 13

He also stated:14

“There will be those people who I’ll give abundance financially to, so they can work to finance the  
Kingdom as it is functioning these days in a modern democratic society. Of course, in the future, that  
won't be required when we reach The Restoration Of All Things15.”

A couple of important points in his message which he made that were directed at squashing religious  
activity were:16

“So, the starting point for abundant living is to accept what I’ve said, what’s recorded that I’ve said,  
and to talk to me about it.”

“Please don’t continue to pray, begging. Sons work with me (the King), sons work with Father, and  
they know each other, and supply is forthcoming because of that relationship and trust.”

“There are occasions where you may have nothing, or in a situation where you can’t get anything that  
you absolutely need. So [then],17 I may call on you to declare something into being so that it manifests  
for you.”

9 – Added so the sense of the sentence is made clear when reading. Likewise for all other square brackets.  [LDS]
10 – CCOP MESSAGE: “Life in the Kingdom, Now” (21-3-2023)
      canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/MESSAGE-Life-in-the-kingdom-now-21-3-2023.pdf 
11 – That’s his personal communication with us today, not what’s written in the Bible
12 – CCOP MESSAGE: “Deep Oneness” (8-12-2021)
        canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/MESSAGE-Deep-Oneness-8-12-2021-1.pdf 
13 – KCC MESSAGE: “Living Abundantly” (28-8-2025)
        canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/KCC-MESSAGE-Living-Abundantly-28-8-2025.pdf 
14 – KCC MESSAGE: “Living Abundantly” (28-8-2025)
        canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/KCC-MESSAGE-Living-Abundantly-28-8-2025.pdf 
15 – CCOP MESSAGE: “The Restoration of All Things” (15-4-2020)
        canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/MESSAGE-The-Restoration-of-All-Things-15-4-2020.pdf 
16 – KCC MESSAGE: “Living Abundantly” (28-8-2025)
        canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/KCC-MESSAGE-Living-Abundantly-28-8-2025.pdf 
17 – Added so the sense of the sentence is made clear when reading. Likewise for all other square brackets.  [LDS]
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I’ll finish this article with the King’s own words:18

“There’s a lot more that my people need to know about abundant living, but that’s sufficient for a message 
to  them today.  They can now investigate  themselves – their  attitudes and their  mindsets  –  and start 
connecting with me in a way that allows me to lead them into abundant living.”

“Thrive, Not Survive”  LINK

Jose Henriquez “Thrive, Not Survive”  LINK

“How to Thrive in Life”  LINK

 KCC MESSAGE: “Living Abundantly” LINK

Mike Parsons “Salvation: Heaven When You Die? Or Abundant Life, Now?”  LINK

Mike Parsons “The True Meaning of Biblical Peace: 'Shalom'”  LINK

~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~

Other Ideas (Only for those who want to be extended)

(1) The thing is this:19 How are you going to live an abundant life? What’s it going to look like? Those are 
the questions all of us should be thinking about. As the Kingdom does provide abundant life for all of us, 
then we need to have a personal perspective on it. If we don’t, we’re unable to let it become our choice of  
reality. Actually, I don’t know of anyone who’s thinking this way, but if we believe Father, as well as  
what’s recorded that Jesus stated,iii we have to accept that the Kingdom provides for abundant living. All 
we need to do is accept it and then work with Father to see it implemented.

(2)  The abundance that the Kingdom supplies is a mirror of Heaven. Heaven lacks nothing, and that’s 
how it manifests in the natural realm. Adam and Ezer20 lacked nothing, before they chose to do things 
their own way. Their decision meant rejecting the abundant, free supply of Heaven, so everything they 
needed or wanted had to come from ‘blood, sweat and tears’21, as a consequence.

(3) Another supply of the Kingdom is constant life (i.e. not dying), which is also a mirror of Heaven. 
Jesus  promised  it,iv but  we  don’t  see  it  taking  place  around us.  Why? Because  it  takes  faith  and  a 
revelation for it to take hold in a person’s heart and become a reality – just the same as abundant life does. 
I’d say every Christians would reject the idea of not dying, because it’s been theologised into ‘eternal life’ 
in The Age to Come, and that’s after we’ve already died. If you’d like to contemplate the concept of 
immortality as part of the Kingdom’s abundance, have a listen to this short teaching video: LINK.

►►My archived teaching articles are HERE & HERE ◄◄

18 – KCC MESSAGE: “Living Abundantly” (28-8-2025)
        canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/KCC-MESSAGE-Living-Abundantly-28-8-2025.pdf 
19 – ‘The main or fundamental issue or element (of what's being discussed)’     idioms.thefreedictionary.com/the+thing+is 
20 – “Revealing Ezer” (12-6-2017)   canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/05-Revealing-Ezer.pdf 
21 – ‘A huge or maximum amount of effort, dedication, and hard work’     idioms.thefreedictionary.com/Blood%2c+Sweat+and+Tears 
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Laurence
25-9-2025
[Updated 3-12-2025]
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)
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