
Saying Sorry is Not Part of Forgiveness
In our Christian-formed society, we’re taught to say sorry before someone forgives us. We teach that to
our children, and as adults, we don’t offer forgiveness until the offending person says their sorry. That’s
the way we operate in respect to forgiveness, but do we realise that’s wrong?

In the Kingdom, there’s no need to say “sorry”, just as there’s no need to say “please”. Shock, horror!

“Please”, “thankyou” and “sorry” are all Christian constructs which are designed to keep people within
some  form of  acceptable  behaviour  and  under  control.  They  are  actually  forms  of  legalism,  but  in
contrast, there’s no legalism in the Kingdom. Sure, there was legalism in the Old Covenant (OC), but
there’s none in the New Covenant (NC). We justify all those pleasantries by saying that it ensures that
people have better attitudes, but does it? Actually, we can say any of those three words and our heart can
be diametrically opposed to what we say. That’s why the Kingdom is based on heart attitudes, not speech,
because it’s the heart attitudes that determine what we think, do and say. Remember, “It’s all about the
heart”.

IMPORTANT: Giving thanks is different to saying, “Thankyou”. The Kingdom does encourage thankful
hearts, ones full of gratitude for who the Trinity is and what they are doing, but not the requirement to say
“thankyou” all the time. Can you see the difference? Similarly, this is why saying grace before a main
meal is a religious activity as it’s only repetitious words.1

Did you know that traditionally, Australian aboriginal children don’t need to say “please” or “thankyou”?
In their native culture there was no demand for those entreaties because the adults didn’t need them. Pity
we can’t change our societal imprint and follow suit.

How to properly discipline children and train them in forgiveness, from 
a Kingdom dynamic

  VIDEO: Mike Parsons “Mystic Mentoring Monday 11th July 2022 – U.K.”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=83AMAETshp8  [0:58:15-1:09:47]

In the Kingdom, the work of the cross means we’re all forgiven. That’s every person, past, present and
future. It’s a  fait accompli – nothing more needs to be done. We even don’t need to say we’re sorry to
receive Father’s forgiveness (full pardon).  We can say it if  we want to, but it’s not a requirement to
receive his forgiveness. We may have been taught that we need to say “sorry” to him to receive his
forgiveness, but that’s religion ‘speaking’. 

To receive Father’s forgiveness, all we need to do is acknowledge that his Son, Jesus, is Lord and King of
all things, and commit yourself to submitting to him in everything. That must be genuine, coming from
the  heart,  but  that’s  all.  That  acknowledgement  brings  us  into  the  Kingdom as  adopted  sons,  fully
forgiven. No more is required to gain our forgiveness – no action, confession or appeal. It is from that
point of entry onwards, that our King starts dealing with our hearts, changing us into the people he wants
us to be (if we let him). In time, he’ll address issues in our hearts, including our attitude to our sin and our
past life. That’s all part of his internal work which transforms our character and our heart so we can
operate more righteously2.

As sons, when others offend us or sin against us, our protocol is to forgive them in our heart immediately.

1 – Christians only say grace at main meals. Why not when anything is eaten or drunk? Saying grace in the usual way is spiritually illogical,
     which is why it's a religious activity. 
     SEE: “An Analysis of Some Christian Practices and Their Spiritual Benefits-12: Saying Grace”
     canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/An-Analysis-of-Some-Christian-Practices-and-Their-Spiritual-Benefits-12.pdf 
2 – i.e. doing things and saying things in alignment with him and his heart.
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The sooner we do it the better, because it prevents the enemy from using it to stir us up emotionally and to
produce negativity in us at a level that causes us to falter in our spirituality. Even more, we then exonerate
them from our heart, not requiring them to do anything to make amends or to pay any reparation . That’s a
tough ask, but it’s the Kingdom way.

Although we live in a society which has its own standards, our responsibility is to operate the way the
Kingdom expects sons to operate. That way was modelled by our prototype, Jesus of Nazareth. He lived
that way in a society that didn’t match his standards, and we’re called to do the same.

Our standard of justice is Father’s standard. He forgave us without requiring anything in return or in
recompense or as proof that we deserved it. His magnificent grace provided it free of charge and easily
available.  To  him,  that’s  just  (his  type  of  justice).  Therefore,  as  we’re  freely  forgiven,  it’s  our
responsibility to freely forgive others,  without requiring them to say sorry before we do, and not even
demanding that they show remorse. That’s a tough ask, but ‘like father, like son’, we are expected to copy
him.

Freely we receive enormous love, so freely we give it away. Freely we receive total forgiveness, so freely
we give it away. These are just 2 examples of the Kingdom principle of receiving, using and passing on.

Mike Parsons produced the following teaching on forgiveness and the essentials that surround it:
“So many people, I think, misunderstand forgiveness, in that they're waiting for someone to say sorry
to forgive them. But we forgive someone because we've been forgiven. That's what real forgiveness is
all about. Jesus did a lot of teaching about forgiveness, helping people understand forgiveness. Now,
some of that teaching was in the context of the Old Covenant, where they were at that point, but some
of it was pointing to what it would be like in the New Covenant. Jesus taught about the importance of
forgiving from the heart, not just saying words. It's so easy to say the words, “Oh, I forgive you”, but
actually, in the heart you haven't. And when you look at the person, you're still operating out of what
they've done. Therefore, you may be angry or you may be frustrated or bitter or resentful. That means
you haven't forgiven them. There are consequences for not forgiving and they're not God punishing us,
because he keeps no record of wrongs, even are not forgiving,3 but it affects us…”

 
(Mike addressed the parable in Matthew 18 here.

See appendix at the back of this article for that information)

“Unforgiveness is toxic. It's toxic to the soul and the body, and it can be torture. Someone said, “It's
like drinking poison and expecting someone else to die”,  because unforgiveness binds you to  the
memory of  the event  and the  perpetrator  of  what  happened.  You're not  free  and they're  not  free,
because you've not released them. They still  owe you. You may see them through those eyes  and
therefore the unforgiveness in you creates a toxicity which can even affect people's physical bodies in
which  they  can  end  up getting  sick.  Some people  can die,  when they're  living  in  the  toxicity  of
unforgiveness.
It's so important that we just don't say words, just because we think we ought to, but we settle the
accounts. It's not about wanting to or even thinking the person deserves anything. It's about actually,
“We have been forgiven everything”. You look at your own lives, you know what you've been forgiven
for. You know all the things that probably no one else knows, so you know the power of that forgiveness
in you. But forgiveness adds up the cost of the offence and accounts for the debt owed and then
chooses to release the person from any future reckoning. It lets the person off, totally scot-free. I know
so many people just think “That's not fair. They shouldn't just get away with it”. But that's exactly
what we've done, because God has not counted anything against us and kept no record of our wrongs.
So why would we then keep a record of someone else's wrong? Because we're operating out of  a
humanistic view of justice, “That's not just”. It is just, because Jesus forgave everybody and empowers
us to forgive. 

3 – i.e. “Even when we don’t forgive others”
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It’s serious stuff and it can have serious consequences. It’s just not God punishing anybody, but it's the
consequence of what they're living in. Really the test of true forgiveness is the ability to truly bless and
want the best for the person who's committed the offense against you, even if they never say sorry.
That really, I think, is the acid test. Can you genuinely want the best and truly bless the person who's
never said sorry to you? And if you can't, I would suggest taking that [offence] back to the Father and
asking him to help you and show you how to make that choice. [That’s] because it's a choice, it's not
an emotional choice, it's a conscious choice, “I choose to forgive what that person has done and let
them go”, and they owe me no more.
Really, forgiveness is the heart and power of the good news. It  is the gospel – God has forgiven
everyone. The power of that forgiveness can bring people into a relationship with God that they never
imagined they could possibly have.”

 
Mike again addressed the parable in Matthew 18 here

(See appendix at the back of this article for that information)

“When we know we are forgiven, we're empowered by grace to forgive. I would encourage everyone
just to make sure you're carrying nothing towards anyone or anything that is tying you to that past
event and could be producing toxins in your whole body and to your soul. Now of course, this parable
doesn't mean that God doesn't forgive us. We are forgiven already, but what it really is saying is that
although God's grace and mercy are unconditional (and so is forgiveness), if we don't forgive we won't
feel that, we will live in a separated state from that, not because God's left us, but we’re not operating
in  that  forgiveness,  because  probably  there'll  be  guilt  and  probably  there  will  be  bitterness  and
resentment and it will just keep us from the joy of life and it is torture. 
When I first understood about the power of forgiveness and I looked at all the things that happened in
my life, I realized that I didn't. No one had taught me how to forgive anybody and I had a whole list of
people that I never really thought about forgiving at all. I couldn't have said it was in the front of my
mind all the time, but it triggered me quite often. So, it's so important that we don't have that in our
lives.” 4

(Permission to quote Mike Parsons received on 20-7-2020)

For more information, watch: "Forgiveness" (Mike Parsons)   youtu.be/fiXark_T-FI 

Laurence
29-7-2022
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)
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► Matthew 18 appendix is on the next page ◄

4 – Mike Parsons “Unconditional Love 4”   www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q4fjZ9w9YSI   [16:14-23:50]
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APPENDIX

“Matthew 185 is a parable and a story about forgiveness and unforgiveness, about God forgiving
someone a huge amount and then that person refusing to forgive someone for a small amount. In that,
it was a parable which got a point over about the consequences of like, karma, sowing and reaping.
You sow unforgiveness, you're going to reap the consequences, because there's no mercy in that [Old]
Covenant. But in the New Covenant, of course, God's mercy is triumphant over everything. So, even
when we do operate [wrongly], God's mercy is always wanting to be poured out upon us, to bless us. 
But it's  important that we understand some of the things of unforgiveness and the universal truth
around it…  
We have the scriptures in Matthew 18 and it says, “His lord was moved with anger, handing him over
to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him. My heavenly Father will also do the same
to you if each of you does not forgive his brother from his heart”. Now you've got to understand that
was  the  Old  Covenant  law,  not  New  Covenant  grace,  and  there  is  a  consequence  but  it's  not
punishment. We've got to see it through the lens of the New Covenant, not the Old. Even though Jesus
was saying that, he was talking to the people who were still living in that Old Covenant. But there are
principles there that apply universally and those are the things we need to look at.

Now when Jesus said, “You can't be forgiven unless you forgive”,  that was under the Law and it was
a parable and it was using extremes to make the real point. You see, God had forgiven the person an
amounted [equivalent] to the sort of Gross National Product of Israel at the time. A huge amount,
which was obviously an extreme amount to get over the point. The guy could have never paid it back,
but  God forgave him anyway. But  then the guy wouldn't  forgive someone who owed him a day's
wages.” 6

(Permission to quote Mike Parsons received on 20-7-2020)

5 – Matthew 18:21-35
6 – Mike Parsons “Unconditional Love 4”   www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q4fjZ9w9YSI   [17:23-22:25]
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