
“Sin is a Noun, Not a Verb”: I Must Disagree
Mike Parsons has some absolutely vital teaching for us on a wide area of the Kingdom and sonship, but I  
must disagree with him on one topic. This opposing view doesn’t put the bulk of his teaching on the  
spiritual realities of the Kingdom into doubt. In this instance, my difference of opinion is regarding his 
theological understanding taken from the Bible. It doesn’t relate to what Father has taught him, or what 
he’s experienced during his visits to Heaven. Father has put a great deal of focus on sonship with Mike, as 
well as subjects related to it.

My actual disagreement is in relation to his emphasis on ‘sin’ being a noun, not a verb. His belief is valid, 
in that ‘sin’ in the Koine Greek of the NT does occur as a noun, however,  it also appears as a verb. I 
therefore take an opposing view to him on this matter, but not one of umbrage1 that he’s being deceitful.

In producing this document, I’m wanting to ensure that my readers get an accurate understanding of the 
thoughts of the Apostles of the 1st century, not in any way to disparage Mike. I had that same type of issue 
with Ian Clayton when he spoke at a conference I attended, where he taught things that were his personal 
understanding, but they came across as spiritual reality.2

In regard to sin, Mike has stated, in numerous videos of his teachings, as well as his books, that the Greek 
term used for its translation into English is a noun. His latest video, ‘Sin: Noun or Verb? The Truth About  
Your Identity’3 is the one which finally led me to write this article.

So let’s check out whether the word ‘sin’ is just a noun, and never a verb – which is the logical inference 
from Mike’s various video titles.4

Firstly,  the  word  ‘sin’ is  translated  from the  Greek  word  hamartía ( μαρτία)ἁ 5,  which  is  a  noun. 
However, there is a verb form of this noun, hamartánō ( μαρτάνω)ἁ 6 in the NT.

NOTE: There’s also another Greek noun used for ‘sin’ in NT Greek, hamartioon ( μαρτι ν). This isἁ ῶ  
the genitive plural of hamartía – i.e. ‘sins’.

As proof of these two grammatical versions of ‘sin’ in the NT, the table below lists some of the occasions 
where ‘sin’ is a noun and when it is a verb, in the KJV:7 

Sin: [noun] Sin: [verb]
Matthew 1:21: "people from their sins."
Matthew 3:6: "Jordan, confessing their sins."
Matthew 9:2: "Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee."
Matthew 9:5: "is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say,"
Matthew 9:6: "on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the 
palsy,)"
Matthew 12:31: "Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy 
shall be forgiven"
Matthew 26:28: "many for the remission of sins."
Mark 1:4: "of repentance for the remission of sins."
Mark 1:5: "of Jordan, confessing their sins."
Mark 2:5: "sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee."
Mark 2:7: "who can forgive sins but God only?"
Mark 2:9: "to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to 
say,"
Mark 2:10: "on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,)"

Matthew 18:15: "if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and"
Matthew 18:21: "how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive"
Matthew 27:4: "Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent 
blood. And they said,"
Luke 15:18: "will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and 
before"
Luke 15:21: "said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy 
sight,"
Luke 17:3: "If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him;"
Luke 17:4: "And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and"
John 5:14: "unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a 
worse"
John 8:11: "thee: go, and sin no more."
John 9:2: "saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents,"
John 9:3: "answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but"
Acts 25:8: "nor yet against Caesar, have I offended any thing"

1 – ‘A reason for doubt : suspicion’     www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/umbrage    [Definition 4b]
2 – “Personal Beliefs of Ian Clayton” (13-6-2017)
        canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Personal-Beliefs-of-Ian-Clayton.pdf
3 – www.youtube.com/watch?v=qV7OQ3GA8Vs
4 – Mike Parsons (7-3-2025) “The True Meaning of Sin: A Noun, Not a Verb”    youtu.be/SW54C2CQRgo
      Mike Parsons (6-10-2024) “Sin isn't a verb, it's a noun | Penal Substitutionary Atonement Theory (3)”   youtu.be/1UOQj3d9Be4
5 – bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G266/hamartia.htm
6 – bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G264/hamartano.htm
7 – www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G266/hamartia.htm
      www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G264/hamartano.htm
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Sin: [noun] Sin: [verb]
Luke 1:77: "by the remission of their sins,"
Luke 3:3: "of repentance for the remission of sins;"
Luke 5:20: "unto him, Man, thy sins are forgiven thee."
Luke 5:21: "Who can forgive sins, but God alone?"
Luke 5:23: "easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say,"
Luke 5:24: "upon earth to forgive sins, (he said unto the sick of the palsy,) I 
say"
Luke 7:47: "Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are 
forgiven; for"
Luke 7:48: "he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven."
Luke 7:49: "this that forgiveth sins also?"
Luke 11:4: "forgive us our sins; for we also forgive"
Luke 24:47: "that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his 
name"
John 1:29: "of God, which taketh away the sin of the world."
John 8:21: "shall die in your sins: whither I go, ye"
John 8:24: "ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not"
John 8:24: "he, ye shall die in your sins."
John 8:34: "unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin."
John 8:34: "sin is the servant of sin."
John 8:46: "convinceth me of sin? And if I say the truth,"
John 9:34: "wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us?"
John 9:41: "blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say,"
John 9:41: "ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth."
John 15:22: "unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no"
John 15:22: "cloak for their sin."
John 15:24: "did, they had not had sin: but now have they both seen"
John 16:8: "the world of sin, and of righteousness, and"
John 16:9: "Of sin, because they believe not on me;"
John 19:11: "he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin."
John 19:11: "he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin."
John 20:23: "Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and 
whose soever"
Acts 2:38: "Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift"
Acts 3:19: "and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the 
times of refreshing"
Acts 5:31: "to Israel, and forgiveness of sins."
Acts 7:60: "Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said"
Acts 10:43: "whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins."
Acts 13:38: "is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins:"
Acts 22:16: "and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the"
Acts 26:18: "they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among 
them"
Romans 3:9: "that they are all under sin;"

Romans 2:12: "For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish 
without law: and"
Romans 2:12: "without law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be 
judged by"
Romans 3:23: "For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;"
Romans 5:12: "men, for that all have sinned:"
Romans 5:14: "Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the 
similitude"
Romans 5:16: "as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the"
Romans 6:15: "What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law,"
1 Corinthians 6:18: "the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth 
against his own body."
1 Corinthians 7:28: "if thou marry, thou hast not sinned; and if a virgin 
marry,"
1 Corinthians 7:28: "a virgin marry, she hath not sinned. Nevertheless such 
shall have trouble"
1 Corinthians 7:36: "require, let him do what he will, he sinneth not: let them 
marry."
1 Corinthians 8:12: "But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound"
1 Corinthians 8:12: "their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ."
1 Corinthians 15:34: "Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not 
the knowledge"
Ephesians 4:26: "Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down"
1 Timothy 5:20: " Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear."
Titus 3:11: "he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of 
himself."
Hebrews 3:17: "forty years? was it not with them that had sinned, whose 
carcasses fell in"
Hebrews 10:26: "For if we sin willfully after that we have received the 
knowledge of the"
1 Peter 2:20: "is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it 
patiently? but if, when ye do well,"
2 Peter 2:4: "spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, 
and delivered them into chains"
1 John 1:10: "we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and"
1 John 2:1: "write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man"
1 John 2:1: "And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the"
1 John 3:6: "abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not"
1 John 3:6: "sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither"
1 John 3:8: "for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose"
1 John 3:9: "him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of"
1 John 5:16: "see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death,"
1 John 5:16: "he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. There is"
1 John 5:18: "is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of"

Why is it important, then, to highlight sin as a noun?

The answer  is  simple:  religion has  focused on sinning and committing sin,  which  are  verbs  (action 
words). By omission of the specifics of the noun in pulpit teaching, the preponderance of the verb has 
marginalized the important background of sin in Father’s eyes. Here’s the essence of meaning behind the 
Greek word for ‘sin’ from François Du Toit, the author of The MIRROR Bible:

“The word for ‘sin’, hamartioon – ‘a distorted identity’; from ha, ‘negative’ and meros, ‘form’. 
Thus sin is that which separates one from one’s true identity.” 8

Others agree with this understanding.9

Did you get that?

That’s what Mike has been labouring to tell us, that sin is about our lost identity as a son, not breaking 
God’s laws. Religion has made sin a legal term, when it’s a filial term. Our lost identity arose when Adam 
disobeyed God The Son in the garden east of Eden. Since then, all humanity, as descendants of Adam, 
have been operating as though they weren’t the sons of God that they were created as.

When everyone has lived without the knowledge that they were sons, they were living in sin – sin there is  

8 – Luke 3:8 Quote taken from THE MIRROR Study Bible. Copyright © 2012. Used by permission of The Author.
       Mirror Bible: www.mirrorword.net
9 – “hamartioon [here, the Genitive suggests, separation from]”    mirrorword.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Duitse-Mengelmoes.pdf 
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a noun. When they operated/functioned outside of the knowledge that they were sons, and did things  
unbefitting of sons, ones which God didn’t approve of (known as unrighteousness), they sinned – sin 
there is a verb.

Do you see the difference in the use of sin as a noun and a verb in the context of our sonship, rather than 
referring to transgressions which lead to judgement and punishment?

Here’s how that affects how the NT is read:

1 John 1:10 (NKJV) – If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.

1 John 1:10 (MIRROR) – Therefore I would encourage you, my fellow family, to make every immediate 
effort to become cemented in the knowledge of our original identity‡ revealed€ and confirmed in the logic 
of God. Fully engage these realities in your lifestyle, and so you will never fail¥.
(Your  original  identity,  kaleo‡,  often  translated  ‘as  calling’,  ‘to  surname’,  ‘to  identify  by  name’; 
eklogen€, often translated as ‘election’; yet the two parts of this word, ek, a Preposition denoting origin 
or source, and  lego,  from  logos,  suggests the original word (the logic of God) as our source [Jn 
1:1,14]. The word, ptaio¥, means ‘to fail’, ‘falter’, or ‘get out of tune again’; in the context of verse 5,  
literally ‘to fall’, ‘lose height’, ‘to stop flying’.)10

So, it’s all about sonship, not about ‘being naughty people’.

I’m grateful to you, Mike, for what you’ve taught on the Kingdom, sonship and
the Heaven's governance of Earth. Thank you for being a forerunner in this area.

Mike Parsons “Sin: Noun or Verb? The Truth About Your Identity”  LINK

“God Is Love: Rethinking Judgment, Identity and the Reach of Grace”  LINK

►►My archived teaching articles are  HERE, HERE & HERE ◄◄

Laurence
2-6-2026
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)
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