
Take Every Opportunity to be Empathetic and Compassionate

We already know that we’re to operate in love towards others, but are we aware that we also need to be 
compassionate, even empathetic towards them and their circumstances, on top of that?

In answering that query, I would say that most believers1 would likely say that they aren’t compassionate 
or empathetic because it’s not in their nature. More specifically, I’d say that would be the response from 
most men, but much less for the ladies as they tend to be more that way inclined by nature.

However,  in  this  ‘Me’ society that  we live in,  there’s  less  compassion and empathy from everyone.  
Society has trained us away from those characteristics because we haven’t resisted the pressure to do so.

Strangely, many are compassionate and empathetic when it comes to such things as child trafficking, 
refugees, child molestation, domestic violence of women, civilian casualties of war, the environment, tree  
logging, etc., but it’s only in those narrow areas of their concern. From my observation of many people on 
social media, in news reports, and the political establishment, they are definitely NOT compassionate and 
empathetic towards others in a general way. The violence, as well as the hatred spewed out of activists  
who are passionate about something, is a typical example of this dichotomy of attitude.

As  sons,  Father  wants  us  to  always be  compassionate  and  empathetic  –  but  with  sober  and  wise 
application – just as he wants us to be always loving. That’s the standard, and it’s up to us to want to be 
like that so we can allow him to develop those characteristics in us. This is not debatable and it’s non-
negotiable.

Father says:

“ Take advantage of every opportunity to be empathetic and compassionate for the suffering of others .  
I have given you an understanding heart because of the situations and circumstances you have faced in  
the past and overcome.” 2

Some experiential and research information can be found here:

“Benefits of an Empathetic Home”  LINK
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1 – ‘believer’: My expression for those who believe in what was accomplished by the man Jesus. It includes Christians, plus those who have
       a relationship with the Trinity outside of the structured church.
2 – Marsha Burns “Small Straws in the Soft Wind” (Jan. 20, 2025)   www.ft111.com/smallstraws.htm    [ARCHIVE: www.ft111.com/straws2025.htm]
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