The Dangers with Spiritual Trading — Part 1
What is Spiritual Trading?

We’ve probably all seen a movie or TV show where a character has stated something like this, “I’ve sold my
soul to the Devil!” That person in the story has undertaken spiritual trading with Satan by exchanging (i.e.
trading) their soul for power, wealth, or maybe even the love of a woman. In my example, this swap gives
Satan unconditional control of the trader’s life, meaning the person allows him to do anything he wants with
them.

That example demonstrates that a person can enter into an agreement with a spiritual entity where they
exchange something that they have authority over, for something that the being can give them that they want.
In short, therefore, spiritual trading is a trade in the spirit realm for something that a person can’t foreseeably
achieve or that’s difficult to achieve for themselves.

A biblical example of this was Satan (actually, the Nachash') tempting Ezer* (later named Eve, by Adam) to
trade away humanity’s dominion of the natural realm by swapping it for the perceived ability to be like
‘God”’. He achieved this trade by duping her, and then Adam, into disobeying ‘God's’ warning.

In another instance, Satan tempted Jesus (The Son) with power, glory, and control over the whole world. The
exchange in this instance was that Jesus had to bow down and worship him, and then he’d be given
everything that Satan had offered him. The trade that played out in that temptation was this:

1.Satan had dominion over the Earth (world), because had Adam ceded it to him at The Fall.
2.Satan knew that Jesus (The Son) wanted to retrieve that sovereignty from him (Satan).

3.Satan offered Jesus an easy short-cut to get everything back — that was to entice him to make the
trade.

4.Father knew that a man needed to retrieve humanity’s lost rulership of Earth, which is why his son
(The Son) came as a man to do just that.

5.Satan wasn’t privy to Father’s plan, so he didn’t think that Jesus would refuse so quickly and
adamantly.

6. With Jesus’ death on the cross, he paid the price with his human life, negating the need to fit in with
Satan’s trading scheme.

Yes, trading is what Satan does with humanity to gain control over what is rightfully ours.

The downside of Satan’s spiritual trading with any of us is that what we get from him in the swap is always
detrimental to us — even if his ‘bait’ seems good for us and is very enticing. Satan uses the old ‘carrot on a
stick’ trick to bait us into trading when we should never trade with him. With Adam and Ezer, they were
already like ‘God’, being immortal and made in his image and likeness. So, they were conned in what they
got from that transaction. They ended up with The Knowledge of Good and Evil (not the Tree of Life), lost
identity, disconnection with the realm of Heaven, and physical death — nothing God-like at all.

Ungodly Trading

In the same way that Adam and Ezer unknowingly traded their role as planet-managers with the Nachash for
God-like knowledge, any person today can trade with the enemy. Trading is what he likes to do because he
offers a ‘carrot’ that’s very enticing so he can get more power and influence from the people that he tricks.
People enter into spiritual trading with him for selfish reasons, above and beyond the normal need for life in
the natural realm. The ‘carrot’ seems to provide an easier, quicker way to get what they want.

1 —NOT a snake in the garden east of Eden.
Read about Nachash here: “The Fall Has Been Reversed. What Now?”” (30-5-2023) /[especially the footnote on page 1]
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Fall-Has-Been-Reversed-What-Now.pdf

2 — “Revealing Ezer” (12-6-2017) canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/05-Revealing-Ezer.pdf
3 — ‘God’: I use this term in inverted commas because ‘God’ is the generic term people use, while I don’t any more. I have an intimate

relationship with the members of the Trinity, so I refer to each of them by name, out of relationship. From my oneness with them,
I collectively refer to them as The Trinity.
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Trading Floors

The idea of trading floors is a categorization of the areas in which people trade spiritually. Of course,
categorizing anything that’s not naturally distinct is a human construct that’s artificial. In the case of trading
floors, the bible is used to produce the list, so the floor’s titles are based on scriptural examples.

| WARNING: Be wary of theological or spiritual constructs generated from the OT—I
I which are extrapolated into the New Covenant and used to explain spiritual realities. |

The trading floors in this widely used list are ungodly ones, ones that are outside of Kingdom functionality.
Here’s the list as identified by Christians who understand spiritual trading:*
1. Money (materialism) — For material gain.
2. Domination (witchcraft) — Achieved by manipulation and control. Includes the use of emotions,
politics, sexual trickery, bribery, and blackmail, as well as using substances to alter how we feel.
3. Supplanting (usurping authority) — Poor self-image, believing lies, familiar spirits, and masonic
involvement play a part here.
4. Lies (deception) — This is about lying or cheating to make others think better of ourselves; half-truths;
self-promotion, looking to impress; gossiping.
5. Murder — Not only physical attacks, but includes any kind of anger, character assassination,
accusations, and selfishness.
6. Seduction — Includes finding ways to gain (or hang on to) acceptance, approval, or affirmation. Also, a
lust for money, power or influence, and those living in a fantasy (especially romantic or sexual).

7. Anti-Gospel — “Whenever we have watered down the gospel of the Kingdom, offered a cheap salvation
gospel, been involved with false cults, been ruled by fear or embarrassment, or failed to share the full
truth of the gospel for any reason, we have traded on this floor.”

These are all areas where self wants to get what it wants by using personal methods. The spiritual trading
involved in these is that those operating in these floors (and any others) are using the enemy’s techniques
which unknowingly gives him access to work in their lives.

[N@UTB Like all man-made categories, the seven above could be reworked to make more items for the list.
won’t do that because the notes after each point covers more of what could be itemized in a different way.

What’s the Problem?

The issue with any sort of spiritual trading is that it’s playing into the enemy’s hands. Why? Because it’s
using his tools (his methods) to achieve gain.

Yes, the hallmark of spiritual trading is wanting to get something for yourself. However, not all selfish or
self-centred activities are involved in trading. For example: Deciding to have 10 grapes to eat, instead of 5, is
self-centred, but spiritual trading is not involved.

CROUIEYG OIRNTUB Here’s what to take onboard — Ungodly trading provides access for the demonic
world to influence and affect us, to restrict us, and to take away our inheritance.®

So, the problem occurs when we decide to get something for any type of personal gain, without assessing
what we’re doing beforehand. We fail in our assessment if we don’t check with Father as to what he wants us

to do, before we make our decision to act.

Bear in mind, also, that we can engage in spiritual trading unconsciously. This occurs because we’ve allowed
our soul and our subconscious mind to control what we do, rather than being actively in charge of ourselves.
A downfall in this area is not listening to our spirit, as well as not working to have our spirit as the dominant

4 — AFTER: Mike Parsons (3-10-2014) “Seven Trading Floors — Trading (2)” freedomarc.blog/2014/10/03/seven-trading-floors
5 — Mike Parsons (3-10-2014) “Seven Trading Floors — Trading (2)” freedomarc.blog/2014/10/03/seven-trading-floors
6 — Mike Parsons (3-10-2014) “Seven Trading Floors — Trading (2)” freedomarc.blog/2014/10/03/seven-trading-floors
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component of our being.

For example: Those involved in Christian ministry need to consider whether what they’re doing is for the
Kingdom or for themselves. If they’re actually seeking the approval of men by drawing attention to
themselves, then their motivation is self-centred spiritual trading. They are allowing the enemy to control
them by dropping thoughts for personal gain into their mind, ones which the person acts on because they
don’t deem them as unrighteous.

Spiritual Trading With God

Any person can also wrongly trade spiritually with Father or our King, out of ignorance. To demonstrate this,
I’ll draw another example from theatre, so no one thinks I’m referring to them. We’ve most likely heard this
stated in a drama: “Oh, God. If you get me out of this mess, I’ll serve you for the rest of my life.” The
exchange here is no different to the ones in the previous sections — when the deity gives us what we want,
we’ll serve them. The trade in this case is getting out of a difficult (maybe life-threatening) situation, in
exchange for devoting our lives to ‘God’.

In one sense, an evangelical mindset could see this example as no different to saying the ‘sinner’s prayer’,
but it’s not the same, as will become clear, later on.

That point aside, Christians do engage in spiritual trading, although that may seem illogical considering my
examples with Satan above. Some examples of Christian trading are:

* Reading the Bible every day to gain rewards (blessings) from ‘God’;

* Going to church meetings to get ‘God's’ approval,

* Becoming a minister or pastor because rewards are believed to be greater in the afterlife; and
* Tithing in the belief that you’ll get a 100-fold return.

My Experience

My only experience with spiritual trading occurred in 2014 when I attended one of Ian Clayton’s conferences
in Maleny (Queensland, Australia). At the conference he taught on trading floors and spiritual trading. The
activity he used to put his teaching into practice was to come up to the donations bucket at the front of the
lecture room and throw in some coins every time that he spoke something that resonated with the audiences’
spirit. In other words, we were trading our money for his spiritual insight.

What he had the audience doing didn’t sit with me, so I refrained from participating, and I have ever since.

Other’s Experiences

Since that time I’ve heard almost nothing from anyone about spiritual trading and trading floors. However, it
does occasionally get raised in online blogs and forums, but it’s not supported by the few people that |
‘track’” with. Most of the blogs on this topic that I’ve checked out are all religious, being based on biblical
theology and spiritual impulse, rather than being taught by Father.

(1) Here’s an example of one such person’s introduction to spiritual trading:

“The first time that I ever heard the word trading used in Christian circles was at a conference. We were in
a time of worship and someone on the stage was singing a prophetic song about God’s heart for the
nations. As they were singing, I saw in the realm of the spirit what looked like a lot of coals lying on the
carpet in front of the pulpit. As I stared at the coals, wondering what they were, I heard one of the
prophets in the meeting say, “God wants us to come and trade with Him for nations.” At the time I had no
1dea what that meant, but I saw people get up all over the auditorium and start giving money into the
offering baskets. I had absolutely no idea what was happening, but my spirit was excited, so I grabbed
hold of some money and went and placed it in the offering basket. As I walked toward the basket, I felt
extremely hot and sensed such a weight of the presence of God. It was amazing. I knew that something

7 — Follow the posts and teachings of others
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signiticant had just happened. When I thought about that moment later that day, the idea of trading for
nations struck a chord in my spirit. I could not have explained what we were doing to anyone, but I knew
it was a God thing!”™®

Notice that this woman’s experience with spiritual trading had a different impact on her spirit than it did with
mine.

Her article on spiritual trading includes information on Satan’s trading scheme, but the theology behind the
article is all OT. There’s no content from what Father has released to her for us to understand his mind on
spiritual trading today.’

(2) In another blog article (this time by ‘Apostle Marvellous Arunda’'’) there is an accompanying teaching
video," where he covers the topic of trading with ‘God’ to unlock his blessings. His article shows that he has
no information directly from Father on this topic. His information is theological because he uses the Bible as
his source of knowledge, but it’s not backed up with notes from what Father has told him, so he’s able to
justify the content of his article.

Here’s what he teaches as his main points of proof to defend his stance on spiritual trading with ‘God’:"

* “God’s Ultimate Trade (John 3:16)” — We trade belief for “eternal life”.
WRONG [Our future is a gift, not a trade because it was ours in the first place]

* “Disciples' Sacrifices (Luke 18:28-30)” — They traded their existing life for a “reward”.
WRONG [They were working for the Kingdom and the reward was an extra benefit]

* “Parable of the Talents (Luke 19:15)” — They traded in the marketplace for their master and received a

reward.
WRONG [Not related to spiritual trading]

* “No Freebies” — ‘God's’ blessings are free, but we have to pay a price to receive them.
WRONG [In the New Covenant, everything is free, so no trading is involved]

* “Trade is for Profit” (Hebrews 4:2) — The Gospel should benefit us because it was intended for our gain.
‘God’ promised that if we do something, he will respond in kind.
WRONG [That’s not trading, because Kingdom benefits are always ours]

Who’s Right?

Both Beverley Watkins and Marvellous Arunda use the Bible to justify their practice of spiritual trading,
providing a contrary view to my own. Now, I may be more pessimistic than they are, seeing I’ve seen the
damage caused in church organisations by various ‘biblical’ methods to gain power, control and wealth. Or,
maybe [’'m wary of biblical proofs which produce activities which my spirit doesn’t agree with.

Unsure of what the barrier has been for me to engage in spiritual trading, I decided to ask our King for his
mind on the practice. He’s the one who has all spiritual truth, so nothing that’s spiritually ‘out of line’ is
hidden from him. His entire message is located on my KCC Prophetic Message webpage,'’ while below is an
extract which encapsulates his mind on the topic.

“ISpiritual trading is] '* something that I wish them to be careful with because it can lead into a trap — a
very subtle trap. You see, the basis of trading floors is to swap something that you have for something
spiritual.

8 — Beverley Watkins (27-5-206) “The Principle of Spiritual Trading” [Destiny Image website]
www.destinyimage.com/blog/2016/05/28/the-principle-of-spiritual-trading

9 — Beverley Watkins (27-5-206) “The Principle of Spiritual Trading” [Destiny Image website]
www.destinyimage.com/blog/2016/05/28/the-principle-of-spiritual-trading

10 — Marvellous Arunda (27-1-2025) “Understanding Spiritual Trading: How to Engage in Divine Exchange”
www.marvellousarunda.com/p/understanding-spiritual-trading-how

11 — www.youtube.com/watch?v=j6 YIZSWT6GM

12 — Marvellous Arunda (27-1-2025) “Understanding Spiritual Trading: How to Engage in Divine Exchange”
www.marvellousarunda.com/p/understanding-spiritual-trading-how

13 — canberraforerunners.org/?page_id=58157

14 — Added so the sense of the sentence is made clear when reading. Likewise for all other square brackets. [LDS]
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The only thing that I want you to swap spiritually, is everything that you are, and everything that you
believe that’s a lie (because it doesn’t align with the truth), and exchange that for the truth. When you do
that, you’ll begin to walk in freedom and reality. You’ll start to see things clearly and be able to move
ahead in your sonship, without being drawn aside by the extraneous things that are hindrances to you.

There’s no need for you to exchange (that is, trade) anything, because everything has been done for you.
1t’s important, however, to exchange your belietfs, your attitudes, and your ideas, for mine, but you don't
need to trade them, you just have to swap them. When you do this, there’s no downside, it’s all positive,
because everything in the Kingdom i1s [designed] to prosper you. Everything in the Kingdom is fiee, so
that means you don’t have to pay any price because I’ve paid the price, as Jesus of Nazareth, and there’s
no downside [now]. That means everything that comes from me, that I give to you or impart to you,
doesn’t have a hook in it (i.e. a ‘catch™),

So beware of being drawn into trading floors. It can become like gambling, where it’s something that you
have to keep doing because you haven’t achieved your goal. Of course, the goal in trading is to arrive at a
higher level of spiritual existence or a higher level of spiritual operation.”'°

Mike Parsons’ Input

As confirmation of what’s involved when we trade spiritually the wrong way, Father took Mike through an
experience of the various trading floors (see the previous list of them) so he’d understand them and teach
advisedly on them. Father then expunged the memory of them, so he can’t provide examples of how they
worked, as only the information Father wanted him to know remained in his mind.

Literally, unrighteous spiritual trading is bowing down to the enemy in a specific area where he offers
something in return, and then we fall into his trap. The results are often addictive so the person maintains
their connection with the enemy for more progress, because they’re never satisfied. In the end, they usually
realise that trading with the enemy doesn’t work for them in producing happiness, joy, freedom and a life
worth living — they become dissatisfied.

Spiritual trading really revolves around meeting our needs in the wrong way. Whether it’s material needs,
acceptance, relationships, or anything else, that we usually want to trade with the wrong agent because we
don’t realise that Father is the genuine source of all our needs. He doesn’t provide them out of the religion
that we involve ourselves with, but out of a personal intimate relationship with him, and when we relay
totally on him (i.e. lean into him)'’. Father wants to give us all those things — our personal needs'® — because
that’s the way he Created our relationship with him to be like. His supply includes intimacy, sonship,
position, and spiritual authority. However, when we don’t know him and his loving nature, we endeavour to
get everything met by our own efforts or we take shortcuts and trade for them in the wrong way.

>>>> A summary of Mike’s video is included at the end of this article <<<<

Mike’s Warning
In Mike’s teaching video he gives a warning about spiritual trading, including how Christians inadvertently
do it through church or religious works:

“But if we try and do them ourselves, we fall in the trap. And then we get on this treadmill of, “I've got to
keep trying and keep trying and keep trying’, and “I need more. More money, more power, more
relationship, more this, more that.” It’s never satisties, and that’s the trap. It never ever satisties. It just
brings you into a deeper, deeper bondage, needing more and more and more, and never finding any
fulfilment or satistaction in it.

Sometimes they're subtle things. It's not always obvious. If they were really obvious, then we wouldn't fall
for it. But it's, in a sense, in line with the inner mindset that my mind has in following that lost identity

15 — A hidden problem or disadvantage dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/catch ['catch': noun (PROBLEM)]
16 — KCC MESSAGE: “A Warning About Spiritual Trading” (29-7-2026)
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/KCC-MESSAGE-A-Warning-About-Spiritual-Trading-29-7-2026.pdf
17 — “Lean On or Lean Into” (26-2-2023) canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/L.ean-On-or-Lean-Into.pdf

18 — Emotional, mental, physical, spiritual, relation, health, and love needs.
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and looking for identity in works: “I can do this”, and “I will be this. I will have this.” All of those things
are based in works. Well, of course, everything by God is based in grace.

Now, religion will also tie you into a trade, you know, and you trade your allegiance to a stream and you’ll
be given position in the church, or that type of thing, and it’s works based. You re earning favour — or you
think you are — by trying to please God, or trying to be obedient, and trying to do these things for God:
“I’'m working for God, and I'm doing all these things God”. God doesn’t want us to work for him. He
wants us to work with him and to engage with him relationally. That’s a huge difterence fiom everything
we do from the perspective of striving for something that, in essence, we already have by grace. So, it’s a
huge trap.”"

(Permission to quote Mike Parsons received on 20-7-2020)

Kingdom Perspectives

Actually, whenever the Kingdom isn’t prioritized over ourselves, we’re trading for self in whatever we’re
doing. Everything we do should be in alignment with the Kingdom as it stands today, so that praise, honour
and thanks go to the members of the Trinity, not ourselves.

When we don’t use the Kingdom as our source for wisdom, influence, gain, promotion, etc., we’re falsely
trading. That’s because we’re operating in the enemy’s domain, not the Kingdom’s domain, and we’re
promoting the enemy’s agenda, not the Trinity’s. This occurs when we prioritize our own knowledge, rather
than Kingdom and spiritual realities. Trading also occurs when we use our substitute for Father’s provision
because we’re working out of alignment with him. All these ungodly tradings are a factor of a selfish heart,
even when we operate out of ignorance.

Dealing With It

Seeing that our King has warned us about getting involved with spiritual trading, we need to act on his
message and deal with any instances in our lives. However, we most likely won’t find it easy to believe that
we’ve been involved in spiritual trading in the past. Despite that reluctance, every one of us has engaged in it,
either consciously or unconsciously. Importantly, he desires that we own it and cease doing any of it. To
achieve that, we need to be ruthlessly honest about our past, not pretending that we weren’t engaging in it,
and not covering up any involvement. To be really free of our past tradings, it’s essential that we face them.

Confessing them to Father, as our loving papa, is the best way to face them, even if we can’t remember every
instance we’ve engaged in spiritual trading. Any emotion that takes place while we do this will be a factor of
our understanding of the character of Father, and how safe we’ll feel in his presence while we expose our
failures. There’s no need to get into any serious lamenting or self-flagellation about it — that doesn’t impress
him at all. He just wants us to be open and honest with him, and allow him to take the guilt and pain from us
so we’re free.

Some critical steps to follow with this are those below.”

:_Before reading them, do not see the steps as legalistic or religious duties or regulations, ones to be entered into Wi'[h-:
| severity. Instead, those suggestions are things to talk to Father about and act on in freedom and liberty as a son. |

1. Own our past trading and motives.

2. Confess our spiritual trading as unrighteous?'.

3. Renounce unrighteous trading (being very specific).

4. Declare our intention to turn away from unrighteous trading and operate Father’s way.*

19 — FROM: Mike Parsons (29-7-2026) “The Hidden Trap of Spiritual Trading” www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vnb75Pp075w [5:20-7:08]
20 — Mike Parsons (3-10-2014) “Seven Trading Floors — Trading (2)” freedomarc.blog/2014/10/03/seven-trading-floors

21 — The church term for that is ‘sin’

22 — The church term for that is ‘repent’.
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5. Separate ourselves from any type of unrighteous trading.

6. Seek revelation about any history of family trading that may have influenced us.
7. Deal with the influence of family trading with Father’s insight.

8. Finally, lean into Father for all our personal needs to be met.

Mike gives this advice:

“And I think it’s just a matter of asking God, "Look, I'm surrendered as a living sacrifice. If there’s
anything in me, or if there’s any need in me that’s unmet by you and it’s potentially a trap that will cause
me to strive for that in the world, then show me. Search my heart, oh God, and see if there’s anything in
me that will be a weakness or an area that will cause me, perhaps, to accept the trade, because I need
something and, therefore, I'm willing to give something for it.” Whereas, all I have to do 1s surrender and
God gives it to me for free. "

Even dealing with historic trading that we’ve been involved with is vital, even though we’ve grown out of it
or ceased doing it. The benefit in this case is that we’ve owned it before Father and we’ve then allowed him

to remove the disappointment from engaging in it. As a result, we’ve neutralized the enemy’s tactic of
bringing condemnation, regret and disappointment, which he loves to do by reminding us of our failures.

debilitating sin-consciousness to bring condemnation. What I’'m trying to do is to expose what the enemy |

| i ‘WARNING: In all that I’ve written in this article, keep a watch on your heart that you don’t allow—l
can do in people’s lives so my readers are aware of them. The aim is for them to watch over themselves. |

Conclusion

I’ve given a short assessment of heavenly trading, but there’s much more that can be investigated to eliminate
error from right activity.

TWerA*ora, 1 leave it to my readers to investigate heavenly trading and decide for themselves whether on
not it is a practice that is in alignment with the Kingdom and spiritual reality.

A A A~

Here are some useful resources on the topic of spiritual trading and trading floors:

@ Mike Parsons “The Hidden Trap of Spiritual Trading” LINK
g Mike Parsons “Information for Elevation — Trading (1)” LINK
g Mike Parsons “Seven Trading Floors — Trading (2)” LINK
g Mike Parsons “Godly Trading Floors — Trading (3)” LINK

g Mike Parsons “Trading” LINK

g Mike Parsons “Negative Trading Floors” LINK

23 — Mike Parsons (29-7-2026) “The Hidden Trap of Spiritual Trading” www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vnb75Pp075w [7:08-7:45]

(Permission to quote Mike Parsons received on 20-7-2020)

LOGTart This 1s a fiee educational document produced by Canberra Forerunners -7-


https://freedomarc.blog/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/negative-trading-floors-mike-parsons.doc
https://freedomarc.blog/teaching-series/trading
https://freedomarc.blog/2014/10/14/heavenly-trading-floors
https://freedomarc.blog/2014/10/03/seven-trading-floors
https://freedomarc.blog/2014/09/24/information-for-elevation-trading
https://youtu.be/Vnb75Pp075w
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Dangers-with-Spiritual-Trading-part2.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vnb75Pp075w

& Mike “The Cost of Shortcuts | Understanding Negative Trading” LINK

» » My archived teaching articles are HERE, HERE & HERE 4 <«

Laurence

29-7-2026

[Published on 6-9-2026]
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)
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The Spiritual Dynamics of Trading and Relationship with God

Core Points

1. Trading as Originally Intended
Trading floors metaphorically represent an exchange meant to be positive — when humans surrender to
God, God reciprocates with blessing and intimacy. The original design was a divine, mutual exchange
rooted in relationship, not transaction.

2. The Fall and the Introduction of False Shortcuts
After the Fall (through the tree of knowledge of good and evil), shortcuts were introduced by the enemy.
These shortcuts promise to give us God-like status or blessing, but come with hidden costs — effort,
striving, and ultimately futility.

3. Trading Floors and Spiritual Deceptions
The enemy tempts with trade-offs resembling deals, for example, offering power, position, or gratification
in exchange for allegiance or compromise. These "trades" are designed as traps that lead to bondage,
addiction, dissatisfaction, and continual striving without fulfilment.

4. Dangers of Transactional Mindset with God
A transactional relationship — “if I do this, then God must do that” — incorrectly frames divine interaction.
True spiritual exchange is grace-based, grounded in God’s unconditional love, not earned by works or
bargaining.

5. Materialism and False Needs
The human tendency to seek fulfilment in material or external things leads to trading in error. Many
attempts to satisfy needs outside of God are illusions or “dangling carrots”, offering little real satisfaction.

6. Restoration through Grace, Relationship, and Surrender
Aligning one’s perspective with God’s grace, mercy, and unconditional love reduces the power and
temptation of trading floors. Surrender, rather than striving or bargaining, opens deeper intimacy and
transformation in God’s relationship.

7. Teaching and Healing Are Process-Oriented and Relational
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Spiritual growth, healing, and inner transformation occur best in the context of daily relational life with
God, not through abstract theory or forced experiences. Jesus’ model among his disciples was relational,
teaching through everyday life and metaphor.

8. Caution Against Pursuing Trials or “Trading” Experiences Intentionally
While undergoing spiritual purging or trading trials can be part of God’s work, intentionally seeking these
for their own sake (self-reflection or “navel gazing”) is to be discouraged. Surrender should be total and
done in complete trust, based on God’s timing and purposes.

Key Conclusions

1. True Spiritual Exchange Is Unconditional and Grace-Based
The core spiritual truth is that God blesses and relates to us out of love and grace, not as a result of
transactional trades or earned merit. Attempts to "trade" with God mimic the enemy’s deceptions and
distract from genuine relationship.

2. Human Attempts at Shortcuts Are Ultimately Fruitless
The enemy’s shortcuts tempt us to work or strive for status and blessing apart from God’s grace, leading to
endless striving and dissatisfaction. True fulfilment cannot be earned but is received through surrender.

3. Bondage Results from False Trades, Especially for Power and Sexual Gratification
Many worldly temptations (power, sexual indulgence, etc.) function as traps that masquerade as blessings
but actually bind us into addiction or dissatisfaction.

4. Renewal Comes from Correcting Our Understanding of God
When individuals grasp God’s unconditional love and grace, they become less vulnerable to the enemy’s
deceptions and less likely to “trade” for false promises.

5. Spiritual Transformation Requires Yieldedness, Not Self-Driven Effort
The journey of healing and deliverance from trading is ongoing but functions best when surrendered to
God’s timing and method, rather than human-driven effort or curiosity.

6. Spiritual Teaching Should Be Practical and Relational
Jesus demonstrated that spiritual truths are best imparted through real-life application, metaphor, and
continuous relational engagement — not theoretical lessons or rigid programs.

Important Details

1. Historical/Personal Reflection on Trading Floors
Mike shared a personal testimony about going through a process of identifying trading flaws with God’s
guidance, resulting in expunged memories of those flawed trades, but lasting awareness of their spiritual
nature.

2. Examples of Specific Trading Floors

* Trading for position and power, which never satisfies and leads to continual striving.

* Trading for sexual gratification (e.g., Jezebel spirit, pornography) which lacks relational depth and
ultimately leaves one empty.

* Various other offers by the enemy correspond to false promises targeting different vulnerabilities.
3. The Enemy’s Offer to Jesus in Wilderness as Paradigm
The temptations Jesus faced — offered power, glory, and authority in exchange for worshipping the enemy
— are archetypal examples of deceptive trading offers.
4. Contrast Between Transactional vs. Relational with God
Transactional mindset: "If I give this, then I get that" (similar to works-based religion or legalism).
Relational mindset: Receiving blessings because God desires to bless unconditionally.
5. Impact of Grace and Mercy in Spiritual Growth
As one’s understanding deepens regarding God’s grace, temptations to trade for false blessings diminish,
freeing the believer to live in deeper intimacy.
6. Spiritual Inner Healing Is a Long-Term Journey
Inner healing is depicted as a progressive, ongoing process which often reveals new layers, and is best
handled through relationship, not forced spiritual exercises.
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7. Warning Against Seeking Spiritual Experiences or Trials as Goals
Rather than proactively pursuing trials or spiritual purging, believers are called to surrender all and let God
work in His timing without anxiety or manipulation.

8. Surrender as the Ultimate Posture
A fully surrendered heart says: “Do what you want with my life, mind, and heart.” This openness allows
God to effect true transformation, healing, and fulfilment naturally.

9. God’s Delight in Blessing Without Conditions
God desires to bless freely and reveal his character of unconditional love, rather than receiving anything
from us that’s derived from human efforts or deals.

In a Nut Shell

Mike provides spiritual teaching about the nature of “trading” with God, versus the enemy’s traps. He
emphasized grace, relationship, and surrender as the key to divine blessing and transformation. He also
emphasised that caution was needed to avoid transactional mindsets, and the importance of relational,
practical spiritual growth.

secikcsk SUMMARY (version #2) skeskeiei

Understanding Spiritual Trading Floors, Identity, and Holistic Health in the
Journey of Faith

Mike explores the metaphor of spiritual trading floors — areas where people barter or strive for fulfilment
outside of God’s grace — highlighting its original divine purpose and how it became a trap through legalism
and striving. He touches on identity in God versus works, relational intimacy with God, freedom from
religious legalism, and the interplay between spirituality, emotional health, and physical well-being.

Key Ideas
1. The Concept of Spiritual Trading Floors and Its Trap

Spiritual trading floors refer to the transactional spaces where individuals attempt to obtain blessings,
identity, or fulfilment through works or deals, often with spiritual consequences.

* Originally Intended as Divine Exchange:
The trading floor symbolized intimate exchange with God — giving oneself in surrender and receiving
blessings freely by grace.

* Corruption by the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil:
The enemy introduced a counterfeit shortcut: “You can be like God if you work for it.”” This leads to
perpetual striving and never true satisfaction because grace is replaced by works.

* Nature of Spiritual Trades:
Trading involves giving something (e.g., obedience, allegiance, compliance) to gain worldly or spiritual
rewards (e.g., position, power, acceptance).

» Examples and Manifestations:

* Jesus’ wilderness temptations mirror such trades (he was offered to gain kingdoms in exchange for
bowing down).

* Modern analogies include addictions, people-pleasing, pornography; position seeking, and
religion-based works programs.

* Consequences of Trading Floors:
* Binds individuals into addiction or bondage with never-ending need for more.
* Leads to dissatisfaction as worldly substitutes never fulfil the true needs of intimacy, approval, or
identity.
* People attempt to earn acceptance or affirmation rather than receiving it by grace.
* This trap is rooted in identity confusion, searching for worth through achievements rather than
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resting in God’s unconditional love.

2. Freedom Through Intimacy, Grace, and Relationship with God

Freedom from the trading floor trap is found in embracing relationship and intimacy with God as the source
of true identity and blessing:

* Surrender vs. Striving:
Instead of working to earn blessings, believers are called to live as living sacrifices, surrendering fully
and allowing God to grant grace freely.

* Relational vs. Transactional:
God’s blessings come as gifts, not rewards for works. This contrasts starkly with the enemy’s
transactional perspective: "If you do this, I’ll give you that."

* Healing from Trade Patterns:
God may lead people through confronting these trades to experience freedom, but healing is relational
and gradual, not a checklist.

* Destructive Religious Legalism:
Legalism can mimic trading floors by emphasizing performances, rules, and “earning favour”,
condemning those who don’t measure up and causing bondage rather than freedom.

* Key to Transformation:
Asking God to search the heart for any unmet needs or weaknesses that tempt individuals toward trade
agreements, and surrendering these to God for healing.

3. The Role of History, Community, and Identity in Spiritual Dynamics

* Personal Testimony of Manipulation and Release:
One example involved a church leader pressured into compliance by a superior promising position in
exchange for loyalty and work, reflecting typical “carrot-and-stick” dynamics of trading floors.

* Need for Divine Affirmation:
Many people’s susceptibility arises from an unmet need for acceptance and approval, which the enemy
exploits.

* Historical Burdens:
Past failures or shame can be resurrected by the enemy to cause guilt and condemnation, blocking
intimacy with God.

* Encouragement for Self-Examination:
Believers should clear historic trade wounds to prevent these from forming inhibiting spiritual blocks.

4. Redemption of Creation and Freedom from Legalism

Believers can redeem passions and interests that have been destroyed by legalistic condemnation, rather than
discarding them out of fear or confusion.

* Personal Story of Horses:
Mike had a passion for horses which was initially a source of acceptance and love. God gently led him to
a season of letting go of this misplaced affection, but he affirmed that loving creation was not wrong,
only an attachment that replaced God’s provision was problematic.

* Criticism of Religious Legalism:
Christians sometimes wrongly demand abandonment of things that God did not require to be given up
(e.g., hobbies, professions, cultural practices). This can create unnecessary bondage.

* Positive Engagement with the World:
Believers are called to be 72 the world but not of" it, maintaining relationships and witnesses in their
natural environments, rather than isolating in Christian subcultures.

* Discernment and Redemption:
Painful or harmful aspects of past lifestyles can be redeemed into service and healing, while core
passions and gifts from creation can be embraced positively.

5. Spiritual Journey and Progressive Revelation

* Individual Pathways:
Each believer’s understanding and experience of God unfolds progressively, often moving through
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diverse theological perspectives (e.g., legalistic to grace-centred, exclusive to inclusive).

* Journey Rather Than Instant Change:
Spiritual growth is a series of steps and corrections, not an instantaneous transformation.

* Maintaining Intimacy as Primary Goal:
Intimacy with God is emphasized as the main pursuit over doctrinal positions or external achievements.
6. Navigating Practical Life Decisions with Spiritual Discernment

» Example: Moving Decisions and Physical Health Challenges:
A believer can decide to relocate, despite logical objections, when guided by an internal peaceful
inclination, which reflects God’s leading.

* Health and Healing Insights:
* Healing involves both rest and active co-operation (e.g., physical therapy, lifestyle adjustments).

* Joy, gratitude, and thanksgiving are foundational to creating an environment conducive to
physical, emotional, and mental well-being.

* Over-strict regimes (dietary, exercise) can become legalistic and counter-productive.
* Healing is holistic, involving spirit, soul, and body.

7. Key Principles for Health, Wellbeing, and Spiritual Living

* Joy and Gratitude as Medicine:
Regular thanksgiving and noticing the blessings in nature and daily life supports immune function and
mental health.

* Balance for Body and Mind:
Healthy eating, exercise, sleep, and emotional rest are important, but should be balanced — not sources of
stress or bondage.

* Embracing the “Being” over “Doing”:
Health involves being at peace and trusting God’s provision rather than striving or worry.

* Rest and Surrender:
Resting in God’s provision accelerated healing in cases of injury.

* Enjoying Creation:
Small joys like gardening and observing nature contribute to well-being and spiritual satisfaction.

Comparison of Trading Floor Dynamics

Aspect Trading Floors (Enemy’s Perspective) Divine Exchange (God’s Perspective)
Basis Works-based, transactional Grace-based, relational, unconditional
(“If youdo X, I'll give Y”) giving

Striving for position, power, approval, or

Motivation Surrender and intimacy with God

satisfaction
Outcome Bondage, addiction, dissatisfaction Freedom, fulfilment, identity in God
Examples Religious legalism, seeking affirmation, addictions | Living sacrifices, trusting God’s provision
Trap Endless striving, identity in achievements Embracing rest and grace
Healing Approach | Confrontation and surrender of past trades Relational ongoing transformation
In a Nut Shell

Mike highlights an holistic model of spiritual and physical health deeply rooted in grace, joy, rest, and
relational intimacy with God rather than works, striving, or legalism. It encourages thoughtful self-
examination, freedom from bondage to religious or worldly trades, and valuing joy and gratitude as
foundational to healing and well-being. The ongoing spiritual journey invites progressive revelation and trust
in God’s guidance for life’s choices and health challenges.
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