
The Holiness of God
The holiness of God has been misunderstood and misinterpreted by the Western church since
the formation of the Roman Catholic church. From then this misunderstanding has permeated
all  denominations of Christianity and has in fact moved very far from the truth.  I  could say
diabolical in the way it is currently understood within most of the church community. This is what
I grew up with: God is holy…as the angels said “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty”. This
means God is that man with the white beard far above us…aloof and unapproachable. He is
separated from us because we are sinners. He cannot look upon sin. He is an angry God and
will punish us for our sin. It is likely most of his children will go to Hell. It was so, so bad that he
had to send Jesus to save us. He even allowed his own son to be killed, or some version like
that to be the payment for our sins. The truth is though, it was the human race (us), not the
Father who rejected his beloved Son, and killed him. It is no wonder there was an earthquake
and the earth was plunged into darkness when Jesus died. You should be able to understand
from here, that the holiness of God needed to be separate from us because we still could not
cope with the sin of crucifying Jesus. So over time, the holiness of God became, a matter of law,
morality and ethical perfection. The legal understanding of holiness became the fundamental
truth about God.

You may say, well this is not me. Let me ask you a few questions that are directly related to the
‘the holiness of God’. When you miss going to church on a Sunday do you feel ashamed. How
about, if you miss out on communion or the pastor does not include it? What about, the cake
stall got dropped from the church calendar and you were the organiser, and not told? Or, you
did not put your hand up to be part of girls or boys brigade? Here’s a bad one, you don’t tithe?
You did not get selected for the choir which you had set your heart upon. You have not read
your bible for three days or been to bible study. Your daily quiet time has lapsed. You find prayer
difficult and boring, but cannot even talk to God about it. There are a huge range of emotions
you could list here and all are negative. If some of these topics are on your list, then I am afraid
to say you have a religious spirit  operating in your life. A religious spirit  will  affect how you
perceive God.

I am not free from the religious spirit either, but I know without a doubt that God, our Triune God,
loves me unconditionally and I cannot do anything to change his love for me or be separated
from him.

To correct the terrible misunderstanding of ‘The holiness of God’ for us as individuals, we need
to go back to the beginning and check out the fundamental basic beliefs of the early church. We
must begin with a comprehensive understanding of The Trinity. It  took some years before a
clear doctrine of The Trinity came into being. This was when the ‘Nicene Creed’ was adopted.
God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit are one God. The three in one and the
one in three. God is a being, and there are three individual persons in the Godhead. They all
share equally and are always in agreement with each other. The Trinitarian life is described as a
dance of communion and love. The Father, Son and Spirit are in perfect harmony in all aspects
of their relationship. The stunning truth is that they wish to include you and me in the dance of
life, also called the Great Dance.

So back to holiness. Holiness by definition means wholeness. It means perfection, in the sense
of completion. Holiness is meant to describe the ‘wholeness of God’. When the angels were
crying, “Holy, holy, holy”, they were worshipping and describing the incredible love, life, fullness,
beauty, abundant life and perfect relationship within the Trinity, they were describing the glorious
fellowship of utter oneness within the Godhead. So when you think of ‘holiness’ again, think
about the fact that your Triune God has through Jesus made you holy (whole) as he is. You do
not have to work to be holy (whole). It has been done for you. You simply need to start living it.
Relationship is the key to breakthrough in advancing in wholeness. The Trinity wish to lavish
you with their love and welcome you into the shared relationship of the Great Dance.
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If you really want to deal with the religious spirit in your own life, I suggest you quit church for a
whole  year  and  allow  Holy  Spirit  to  re-teach  you  everything  you  currently  believe.  Yes,
everything! Involve yourself with the many podcasts, online teachings of The Trinity and the
Incarnation. Many good books are available for these subjects. I suggest you have at least one
believer in your life who has the same desire as yourself to become free to love the real God.
The god who is Love. Remember, if it isn’t love then it isn’t God. John Eldridge, author, speaker,
writer of “Wild at Heart’ said quote: “I gave up church for a year, it was the best thing I ever did.”

Some recommended books:
1. “The Forgotten Trinity” by J.R. White1

2. “The Restoration of All Things” by Mike Parsons2

3. “The Divine Dance” by Richard Rohr3

4. “The Great Dance” by C. Baxter Kruger4

5. “The Shack” by William P. Young5

6. “The Shack Revisited” by C. Baxter Kruger6

7. “Love Wins” by Rob Bell7

Podcasts: 
1. ‘Brilliant Perspectives’ with Graham Cooke8

2. ‘Mirror Word podcast’ by Francois du Toit9

3. John Crowder on Youtube10
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1 – www.amazon.com.au/Forgotten-Trinity-James-R-White-ebook/dp/B00B0VMJC0 
2 – www.amazon.com.au/Restoration-all-Things-continuing-journey-ebook/dp/B091HX5HNW 
3 – www.amazon.com.au/Divine-Dance-Trinity-your-transformation-ebook/dp/B01MD0OURH 
4 – www.amazon.com.au/Great-Dance-Christian-Vision-Revisited-ebook/dp/B005GMUWD2 
5 – www.amazon.com.au/Shack-William-P-Young-ebook/dp/B00FOVD0WU 
6 – www.amazon.com.au/Shack-Revisited-There-Going-Dared-ebook/dp/B00FOVU7MG 
7 – www.amazon.com.au/Love-Wins-Heart-Lifes-Questions-ebook/dp/B004TAAKKC 
8 – www.youtube.com/@BrilliantTVGrahamCooke 
9 – open.spotify.com/show/3qsgRsf2SNDx1bubxngw0W 
10 – www.youtube.com/@JohnCrowder 
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