
The Importance of Genuine Testimony
Every evangelical Christian knows that they need to give their testimony whenever they’re asked. When I
was an evangelical, I knew that was my duty and I was very strong in doing it. My testimony method was
to preach the Gospel to the person who was enquiring. Unfortunately, I was misguided in that, because I
didn’t understand that there was a difference between testimony and preaching the Gospel.

I believe many today have the same misconception, and many don’t know what testimony really is.

The word ‘testimony’ means a ‘declaration of a witness to something’ and ‘evidence in support of a fact
or  assertion’ (i.e.  proof)1.  In  the  Christian  sphere,  it’s  ‘a  public  declaration  regarding  a  religious
experience’2.

Notice the use of ‘witness’ and ‘experience’ as a central part of what a testimony is. As sons, that means
our testimony should be our spiritual experiences with the Trinity – nothing else. It also means, we don’t
add  Bible  teaching  onto  our  testimony,  we  keep  it  all  about  the  important  experiences  we’ve  had.
However, when the person asks a question about our testimony, then we can add what we know in other
areas to help them understand our testimony better and the implications of it.

This is not a new concept of what a testimony is. Testimony in the NT meant just what I’ve covered
above. That’s how non-believers were impacted back in the 1st century and it’s how it works today.

There  is  a  difference  though,  when  we  shift  testimony  into  the  realm  of  the  Kingdom.  There  are
differences that come into play. Mike Parsons has expounded on one of those other aspects:

“We share our testimony to inspire people to have their own testimony, rather than tell them what to
do. It's an inspiration for them to find from God how they can outwork that in their own lives. And
therefore, it becomes a relational mentoring process of helping people to discover that for themselves
in God. Not telling people what to do or how to do it, but giving them enough of your own journey to
say, “You can do this, but you're different. Your journey will be very different from mine, but it will be
still a journey which is really important. And I think that's the key.” 3

(Permission to quote Mike Parsons received on 20-7-2020)

A reality of the Kingdom is that everyone needs to have their own experience of the Trinity, because life
as a son is all about relationship, not religion or activity.

For more information about testimony, watch Mike’s 3-minute teaching:

VIDEO: Mike Parsons “Testimony is the Key”    youtu.be/f_sK-zS4iCI  
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