The Kingdom Way (series)
Spiritual Warfare

We live in the world as Australian citizens, but we re Kingdom citizens at the same time. How do we balance
our life in society so we re working with Kingdom values and supporting our sonship? This series explores
how the Kingdom way of operating is difterent to society’s way, and how we need to change.

A~ A A A~
-----

Believers' undertake spiritual warfare to counteract the work of the enemy. That’s a sonship role that has
to be done Father’s way, not the aggressive way as is practised by some. That existing agro” mentality is
the reason for the exposg in this article, so we do the work that’s rightfully ours, but from Father’s heart,
not our own imperfect heart. Father’s heart is associated with love, positiveness, meekness®, and is not
violent or aggressive. However, it is powerful and authoritative.

A A A A~

NOTE: The following information is a modification of the notes in my article ‘Maturity and Spiritual Warfare 4

For some time now, spiritual warfare has become a prominent feature in Pentecostal circles. The concept
has it’s origins there, particularly through Jessie Penn-Lewis’s book ‘War on the Saints’ which came out
of the Welsh Revival in the early 20™ century. However, Jessie Penn-Lewis preached a very different kind
of spiritual warfare than what’s taught by the third-wave Charismatic movement of today> — notably C.
Peter Wagner and Cindy Jacobs. Alongside that, many Pentecostal and Charismatic pastors have put
emphasis on using the power of the blood of Jesus in spiritual warfare — such as Don Basham and Derek
Prince.

The Pentecostal method of spiritual warfare has flowed over into the Charismatic system, where the
emphasis was not only on the Blood, but also on the authority that Jesus gave his people. That’s derived
from Father giving Jesus full authority over the spiritual and natural realms, which authority he then gave
to his followers (us).

Unfortunately, spiritual warfare became aggressive and militant in the way it was used to attack Satan and
his minions. That includes stomping on him, with physical acts of stomping, while telling him he has no
power because he’s a lion with his teeth pulled out.

When the term spiritual warfare is used, the common thought a believer has is one of OT armies fighting
‘God's’” battles. This military idea is exacerbated by Paul’s metaphor comparing spiritual armour with
that of a Roman soldier. Even the Christian movie, ‘War Room’®, has the potential to produce militarism
in evangelicals, as they see themselves as “god’s fighting machine”, even though the film promotes
humility and unity.

MPWATCH: Mike Parsons “Restored Sonship - Session 1”7 LINK [21:04-25:06]€

1 — “believer’: My expression for those who believe in what was accomplished by the man Jesus. It includes Christians, plus those who have
a relationship with the Trinity outside of the structured church.

2 — COLLOQUIAL: For aggression and anger

3 — MEANING: Knowing ones place. Not stepping outside of our authority or flaunting it.

4 — “Maturity and Spiritual Warfare” (8-1-2023) canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Maturity-and-Spiritual-Warfare.pdf

5 — en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charismatic_movement & en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Signs and wonders

6 — AFTER: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SDiritual warfare Released under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0 Unported License [Free to use, even when edited]

7 — ‘God’: T use this term in inverted commas because ‘God’ is the generic term people use, while I don’t any more. I have an intimate
relationship with the members of the Trinity, so I refer to each of them by name, out of relationship. From my oneness with them,
I collectively refer to them as The Trinity.

8 — grokipedia.com/page/War_Room_(film)
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So, what are we to make of this militarism in spiritual warfare?
Should we to see ourselves as aggressive soldiers destroying the enemy and wreaking havoc on his plans?

Are we the “violent” who take the Kingdom by force? (Actually, that’s a very poor understanding of that
NT verse. See my uncovering of that falsity.”)

The answer to the question is found in another question: What’s the Kingdom approach to spiritual
warfare?

To get that answer, only the Trinity can provide it, not the Bible. The problem with aggressive spiritual
warfare in Christian ranks at the present time is an outcome of biblical interpretation.

A simple reading of what Rick Joyner witnessed in the vision Jesus showed him,'® demonstrates that the
King’s soldiers’ activity was not aggressive, but determined instead, from a place of peace and rest. Their
weapons were attributes of mature character. The arrows they used were names of what they put their
trust in, ‘Truth’ and ‘Hope’, which they used to neutralize the enemy. Juxtaposed to that, the enemy
horde, led by Lucifer, had non-physical weapons that were diametrically opposed to those of the King’s
army:

“The weapons carried by this horde were also named. The swords were named Intimidation; the spears
were named Treachery, and the arrows were named Accusation, Gossip, Slander, and Faultfinding.
Scouts and smaller companies of demons with such names as Rejection, Bitterness, Impatience,
Unforgiveness, and Lust were sent in advance of this army fo prepare for the main attack.”’

What Rick was shown was that spiritual warfare is about using truth (spiritual reality) to defeat the work
of the enemy, not emotionally, physically or spiritually wrestling with them. The weapons the King’s
army used were NOT attacking weapons.

From Rick’s vision, we can see what the war between the armies of the Kingdom of Light and those of
the Kingdom of Darkness is like on Earth. The war is actually taking place in the mind and the soul of
every person. The main battle is always in the mind (what we believe and assent to) and it then manifests
through our soul — especially fear. Darkness wants to cause the soul to be in control and ruin the person’s
life, while the Kingdom of Light wants to curtail the soul, so that life is wonderful, with the person’s spirit
in charge.

Importantly, our battle with the enemy is not about religion. We are not fighting religion. Nor are we
fighting the world system. This war is always about individuals — their mind and soul. The response of
individuals, then, collectively impacts the system they live in, whether it’s a nation, a society, a
community, or a religion.

Natural Strategies

Here are some physical (natural) aspects of spiritual warfare that we should use against our spiritual
enemy. These are ways we can protect ourselves using defensive tactics.

(1) The most important weapon we have in spiritual warfare is our identity as sons and the associated
authority that comes with it. However, first and foremost, that authority must be understood to be a barrier
to the enemy, not an offensive weapon. By that [ mean, we stand in who we are as sons, so that positional
authority causes the enemy to back off.

9 — SEE: “A Different Take on: The Kingdom is Taken by Force” (18-4-2023)
canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/A-Different-Take-on-The-Kingdom-is-Taken-by-Force.pdf

10 — SEE: Rick Joyner “The Final Quest Trilogy” www.amazon.com.au/Final-Quest-Trilogy-Rick-Joyner-ebook/dp/BO6XFW7FGQ
11 — “The Final Quest Trilogy” www.amazon.com.au/Final-Quest-Trilogy-Rick-Joyner-ebook/dp/BO6XFW7FGQ [chapter 1, Kindle ed.]
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This stance is identical to that taken by someone who is being harassed by a bully, when they eventually
confront the attacker by ‘standing ground’. Without doing anything physical, they just look the bully
sternly in the eye, seemingly saying, “No more. Your bullying of me now stops”. The bully usually backs
down because they’re actually insecure and intimidation is how they try to build their identity of strength.

Standing your ‘ground’ is an essential component of spiritually protecting our property and possessions.
To protect our house and land, we could do the common spiritual warfare method of binding Satan from
touching our things. Or, we could set angelic sentries on the four corners of our property and assign them
to protect it from any type of attack or pilfering of the enemy. To do either of those is spiritually less
effective than declaring over our land that it is our possession as a son. Doing it this way means standing
firmly in our position of sonship, knowing in your heart-of-hearts that it can’t be mishandled, and resting
in that security without fear of any kind — even when we go away on holidays.

It’s, therefore, essential that the first thing we do when it comes to dealing with the enemy is to ‘stand our
ground’, without any aggression, and resist what he ‘throws’ at us. That’s how we implement ‘resisting
the devil so he flees’. That’s the instruction that James gave, but before we resist, his initial instruction to
us is to submit ourselves to ‘God’. That preliminary action is simply to stand in the fact that Father will
supply all our needs, which includes dealing with our enemy in our situations and circumstances.

(2) We can take away some useful pointers from what Rick Joyner was shown. For example: Victory in
the King’s army comes from maintaining ourselves in purity through self-discipline. That is, by living
righteously and guarding ourselves from unrighteous thoughts, speech and actions. That also means, not
giving in to negativity of any kind. Some examples of these that he was shown are: Taking offence,
allowing ourselves to be wounded, attacking others, jealousy, lust, accusation, gossip, slander, fault-
finding, rejection, bitterness, impatience, unforgiveness, and division in the ekklesia, just to name some
important ones. Some others that are important are: Self pity, being affronted, feeling unworthy, and
feeling undervalued.

That self-discipline style of warfare comes through in the what Peter wrote: “Be sober'®, be vigilant';
because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.” “Sober’
here has such meanings as: ‘self-controlled’ (controlling yourself), and ‘well balanced’. ‘Vigilant’ here
has such meanings as: ‘watchful’, ‘keeping awake’, ‘alert’, ‘careful’, and ‘cautious’.

A person is sober and vigilant when they’re always watching what they think, do and say, as well as
where they go and who they strive to become. That’s how we war actively against the enemy. He doesn’t
sleep or weaken his attacks, so our military defence tactic must always be vigilant self-control, 24/7. Like
a castle wall, which keeps the enemy out, so the people can defeat the enemy. Watching to keep one’s self
in purity is our primary defence wall.

(3) Another set of our military tactics is to operate out of peace and rest. These two prevent fear, panic,
dread, etc., from opening the door for the enemy to get a foothold.

Francois Du Toit makes this very clear in the following comment from his MIRROR Bible: “We are the
body of Christ. God desires to demonstrate his reign of peace in us by confirming Satan’s defeat in our
practical day to day experience. The defeat of accusation® is celebrated in what grace communicates.
(§:The word, satanas, means ‘accuser’. The law of faith defeated the law of works.)”

A similar peaceful stance in spiritual warfare is to set our mind at peace by audibly speaking out, “My
King is my defender and justifier” when under spiritual attack. Speaking that out, in situations where the
enemy is using people to attack us for what we’ve said or done (not necessarily when we’re ‘in the

12 — SEE: “Learn To Be Unoffendable” canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Learn-To-Be-Unoffendable.pdf
13 — Self-controlled, control yourself, well balanced
14 — Watchful, alert, careful, keep awake, cautious
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wrong’), neutralizes his impact on us because we remain in rest, letting King Jesus deal with the outcome.
That method removes fear, condemnation and the enemy’s tactic of accusing us in our mind.

(4) IAP@OLINJUB Locking out fear is so essential. I can’t begin to emphasise it enough.

Remember, we must handle the natural side of our life to be able to handle (and eventually master) the
spiritual. For the majority of us, it’s our natural side — body, mind, thoughts, soul, ‘base nature’",
attitudes, feelings, etc. — which is the weakness which the enemy exploits. These are the points where the
enemy gains access, creating issues, problems and chaos, which we may try to deal with using standard
spiritual warfare. However, we need to follow the adage, “treat the cause, not the symptoms”, and deal

with our situations, rather than trying to use spiritual warfare to fix them.

Spiritual Strategies

Now comes the spiritual side of our warfare. This comes after our efforts in the natural to put ourselves in
a safe place by our attitudes and emotions. The spiritual side doesn’t come first, as many presume that it
does. In the same way that arming soldiers with weapons comes before sending them to battle, so the
physical comes before the spiritual. Otherwise, the natural side of ourselves will be our ‘Achilles heel’
and it will negate the spiritual side of the battle, allowing us to be ‘taken out’ very easily.

(1) The first and foremost spiritual tactic in warfare that we have is to ensure that our spirit is the principal
(controlling) component of our being. That’s very important, because the battle the enemy engages us in
is always in our mind and our soul (‘flesh’ or ‘base nature’), as he knows that those will override our
spirit. He wants to eliminate our spirit’s involvement, because it’s that component of our being that aligns
with Heaven and does what Heaven dictates. This tactic of the enemy is the basis for the spirit/flesh battle
that Paul wrote about, but which he didn’t express in a logical, sonship way. Unfortunately, his teaching
on that has become a ‘millstone’ for believers so they struggle with implementing strategic moves out of
their lack of spiritual understanding. That ignorance opens the gate for the enemy to neutralise them, so
they become ineffective in their sonship.

(2) A critically important component of spiritual warfare is to align with the King’s plans. We can only
achieve that if we’re listening to what he communicates to our spirit. All soldiers must follow orders to be
effective in battle, so this heart-&-mind agreement with his plans is essential to be where he wants, to say
what he wants, and to do what he wants. He uses us to deal with the enemy (part of our role as kings on
Earth), so doing everything that fits in with him is critical us to win battles for his Kingdom.

(3) When it comes to spiritual warfare, one might think that the first thing to do is binding and loosing.
However, the theology for this is not quite accurate because it’s based on biblical interpretation, not
spiritual reality. Remember, it’s spiritual reality that matters, not theology — however spiritual the
theology may sound. The spirit realm functions on it’s own protocols and laws, all of which we need to
discover and learn from Father so we can appropriately operate spiritually. Without that, we usually
operate in foolishness or presumption.'® Even our personal experiences of operating in the spirit realm can
be deceiving if we don’t discuss what we know with Father so we can get his mind on what he wants.

From the experiences that Father has led me into, binding and loosing have different aspects to the
Christian norm. For sons, we bind the enemy when we say “No” to him, as well as to the wrong attitudes
and thoughts that we might display. For example: When we discover that we’re operating in any form of
fear, we should simply declare out loud, “No fear!” That’s stating to the enemy that we’re not going to
give-in to fear, and that fear is to stop immediately. It also assists us to resist fear in our heart and mind.
We then add the finishing touch by stating to Father (if we need to), “I turn away from fear and operate
your way, without any fear.” That type of binding works in every area of life where we have a tendency to

15 — “What is 'the Flesh™ (2-8-2020) canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/What-is-the-Flesh.pdf
16 — “Faith, Foolishness & Presumption” canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/05-Faith-Foolishness-and-Presumption.pdf
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give the enemy access. Any entrance portal we have is there because we’ve given in to things in the past,
and its a weakness the enemy knows he can exploit.

For sons, we loose when we work with the angelic realm and release angels to do the work they daily
need to do in our life, as well as in that of our family, city and nation. This is a function Father showed me
that sons need to be doing. We’re his ekk/esia,'’ those in authority in society who look after the citizens’
good.

This type of binding and loosing is very different to the aggressive barrages that some use, such as, “I
bind you Satan.” Instead, as we mature in our training as a son, everything we do must be done from
Father’s heart. That means, gentleness and love, not bombasticism'®, aggression and anger, when dealing
with the enemy. Remember what Jude stated about the archangel Michael refusing to accuse Satan in a
vilifying way? He simply said, “The Lord rebuke you!” He knew his place of authority in the spirit realm,
and so must we.

Binding and loosing is spiritual warfare because it works to prevent the enemy from achieving his goals —
but it has to be carried out in the right way. In military terms, it’s an offensive strategy, not a frontal attack
of the type we think that it is.

(4) The next spiritual area with our warfare is operating in the courts of Heaven. This is where our King
and spirit elders adjudicate on spiritual matters, especially those where Satan is concerned. Rather than
attacking him on Earth by using aggressive spiritual warfare techniques, we can quietly go into the
heavenly courts, present our case, receive a positive verdict, and exit with a judicial writ (certificate) that
the enemy has been neutralized in that particular matter. All we need to do is to stand on the outcome of
the court case, not give him place so he can negate the verdict.

(For more information on the Courts of Heaven, check out my list of some resources HERE)

(5) The next spiritual component of our warfare as sons that [ want to address is decreeing and declaring.
To correctly operate in this, we must do so out of our oneness with the Trinity. There’s no other way to
function in our role as sons so we can speak for them and judge (assess or evaluate) as them. That’s BIG.
But it’s very easy to run with it in presumption, so that we decree and declare what we think they want
said, instead of waiting to hear what they want us to speak.

It should be plain to see, now, why Father wants to wean us off praying for things to happen and praying
for our needs to be supplied. He wants us to operate out of our sonship, not to Christian methods. We’re
his sons, the ones he’s put in charge of Earth and it’s affairs. We must firmly ‘get that” as our role, so he
can train us to expand the Kingdom and also neutralize the enemy’s effectiveness.

(6) So far, I haven’t referred to the use of the Blood in spiritual warfare. The reason is that ‘pleading the
blood of Jesus’ is based on erroneous theology. I’ll preempt what I want to say by making reference to
something our King said recently:

“l am transforming something right now in the body of Christ. This is the most important thing that
happens right now, that my Body comes out of this season moved to walk in the freedom I have won
for them. Moved in power by the Blood working the way it’s meant to work. Moved to initiate
Kingdom principles upon the Farth.”"

17 —In the 1* century (as in other pre-Christian ancient times) the ekklesia were the elders who sat at the city gate who decided what
happened in a city, who adjudicated on citizen’s disputes (they were judges) and watched over who came into their municipality to
protect the populace.

18 — ‘Being bombastic to force people to listen to you’. www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Bombasticism

19 — Troy Black (4-1-2023) “Are You Willing To Believe God for the Next Step to Freedom?”  youtu.be/juY9ZAkxLp8
TXT: charismamag.com/propheticrevival/propheticinsight/prophet-troy-black-asks-are-you-willing-to-believe-god-for-the-next-step-to-freedom
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You see, it’s all been done for us on the Cross and with the Resurrection. All we have to do is enter into
everything Jesus achieved with those activities. So, what are they? One of those we have is the freedom
of sonship, but which the enemy works hard at hiding from us any way he can. Another two are our
power and authority as sons. Yet another is our sinlessness in Father’s sight. Yes, we are sinless right now.
That’s what consecration and sanctification mean.

The King’s statement (above), “the Blood working the way it’s meant to work™, indicates that we haven’t
been appropriating it properly or fully. Spiritual warfare’s use of the Blood is simply resting in everything
that has been achieved and knowing that what it achieved is for the here-&-now, not when we’re dead.”
The futuristic use of the Blood is just one of the many lies the Liar implants in our understanding so we’re
‘fair game’, because we don’t avail ourselves of it’s existing power over him. The Blood neutralizes him
when we agree in our heart and mind that it’s work has been done and it’s available to defeat him RIGHT
NOW. If we don’t affirm by agreement that it’s effective today, the Blood has no effect on what we’re
warring against.

(7) One very interesting point about spiritual warfare is this: The Bride doesn’t go to war, the bridegroom
does.” Now that puts a ‘different spin’ on how we should approach spiritual warfare. You see, we either
try to do everything ourselves or we want him to do everything our way. All the while, he’s already done
it all and we just have to enter into what he’s done in peace and rest.

Conclusion

In summary, to operate appropriately in spiritual warfare, sons need an understanding and the experience
of intimacy and oneness with the Trinity, along with Father’s training in sonship, to provide us with a very
balanced way of conducting spiritual warfare.

-
I m [XJ@OE8 This isn’t all there is for sons to know about spiritual warfare. Father will teach |
I me more and others will add to the supply of what we need to know, as we mature in our sonship. Stay |
I tuned for more as it becomes available I

L e -

AN A A A A A

It’s pertinent now to hear from some of our brothers who operate correctly in spiritual warfare and hear
what it means for them.

Justin Abraham

“The Divine Dance is where I function from. If you hang out with me and Rachel,” we’re not in
warfare all of the time, reacting, or feeling the enemy’s ‘slimed’ us. We’re not feeling this and that.
When ever the enemy comes against me, [ see it as a test of growing info more government... Even the
demonic recognise government.”*

Ian Clayton

“We shouldn’t be moved by conflict. lan Clayton says this interesting line. He says, "Don’t give the
enemy a man to fight with". What does he mean by that? The enemy will try to bait you to fight them
on the same level, whether it’s a Twitter argument, a Facebook argument, or something in the family. >

20 — SEE: “Understanding the Blood of Jesus”  canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Understanding-the-Blood-of-Jesus.pdf
21 — Global Watch ‘The Journey’ (7-11-2022)  youtu.be/nipNXPG9QrA [watch from 4:35-27:00]

22 — Rachel is his wife

23 — TRANSCRIPT: Justin Abraham “The Celestial Conflict” [17:25-17:41]

www.podomatic.com/podcasts/companyofburninghearts/episodes/2022-08-10T04_54 33-07_00
24 — TRANSCRIPT: Justin Abraham “The Celestial Conflict” [19:40-20:02]

www.podomatic.com/podcasts/companyofburninghearts/episodes/2022-08-10T04_54 33-07_00
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Mike Parsons

“Whenever you see people wanting to go to war,” you know it’s not coming out of the Kingdom of
God. So in all the things that people go on about in the world and all the terrible things that are
happening, and everything else, if it's resulting in them wanting to go to war, then they re coming fiom
the wrong place. I would suggest that’s coming from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.

We need to come into a place of peace and we need to bring peace into the world. Jesus did say he’s the
Prince of Peace and he did say, “Blessed are the peacemakers”. So I think we should be focusing on
peace, in the filllness of what that means. Obviously, it’s not just an absence of war or conflict. It’s
about everyone living within the rest of who they are in God, and in love, joy and peace.

1 would say, let’s keep our eyes on the the goal and not get distracted by the ‘noise’ all around us.
Whether it be religious, political or any other noise, Luciferian or any other agenda that there might be
out there. Of course there are a number of agendas that are being promoted. Let’s keep to the right
agenda, which is seeing God'’s Kingdom fill the Earth and the glory of God covering the Earth and The
Restoration of All Things.”*

(Permission to quote Mike Parsons received on 20-7-2020)

“I don't directly engage the enemy or try to speak to the enemy. What I do 1s make declarations which
are made fiom Heaven, which is above the realm of the enemy. So, the enemy 1s always under your
feet, that’s the first thing. Don't do it from below or try to deal with things above you, from a
disadvantaged position, but be seated above. Jesus said, “Make sure that the enemy 1s under your
feet”. That’s a positional thing. Now people would say, “Oh, I'm going to stamp on the enemy, and
grrrrr, because he’s under my feet here”. Well, the reality 1s, he isn’t, because he’s in the atmosphere.
So we have to be above.

So first operate from the realms of Heaven, and then what I'm looking to do is start to legislate, rule,
govern, establish the Kingdom. If the enemy is in opposition to that, then I am decreeing and declaring
and calling forth out of God'’s heart which he wants. That then is the declaration that creates around us
the reality that comes out of God’s heart. If you're always engaging with the enemy, then you're
allowing the enemy to have the focus, and what you look at, maniftests. If we keep looking at God and
then start doing what God is calling us to do, then we don’t have to so much direct challenging of the
enemy. Our declarations are actually effectively, authoritative, to bring that into a being or to bring
order:

Now sometimes, if there’s a legal right that the enemy has — sometimes that might be in our own lives
or it might be in a community or there may be something which gives the enemy a legal right — then
we deal with that in the court. We don’t go to war. We don 't fight the enemy, we get a verdict fiom the

Jjudge that says we re not guilty from the accusation, and therefore the enemy’s legal right is removed.
Then we use the verdict to decree and declare our fieedom from and then continue in the authority that
we now have because the enemy doesn’t have it any more.”*

(Permission to quote Mike Parsons received on 20-7-2020)

e e e e e e
.......

Here are some resources to expand our understanding of how to conduct spiritual warfare the Kingdom
way:

@ Mike Parsons “Spiritual Warfare” LINK

25 — i.e. aggressive spiritual warfare
26 — TRANSCRIPT: Mike Parsons (29-10-2022) “Progress in sonship maturity” www.youtube.com/watch?v=0yWQjB4KQiE [2:49-4:10]
27 — TRANSCRIPT: Mike Parsons “Spiritual Warfare” youtu.be/ejdmtVI82UQ [0:03-2:22]
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@ Mike Parsons “Progress in Sonship Maturity” LINK

@ Mike Parsons “Maturing in Identity: The Power of Love in Authority” LINK

@ Mike Parsons “Positive Administration” LINK [3:45 onwards]
P))) Justin Abraham “The Celestial Conflict” LINK

@ Mike Parsons “Dealing in Forgiveness Part 17 LINK
@ Mike Parsons “Dealing in Forgiveness Part 2” LINK

@ Mike Parsons ‘“Advice on Engaging the Angelic” LINK

» » My archived teaching articles are HERE & HERE < «

Laurence

28-12-2025
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