
The Rise of Modern Medievalism: A Paradox of Progress and Regression
(NoteGPT1 summary of the commentary article ‘Progressive Regression and the New Medievalism’2)

This content explores how the contemporary Western world paradoxically mirrors the medieval era—
characterized  by  urban  squalor,  lawlessness,  and  social  decay—despite  unprecedented  advances  in 
science and technology. The text argues that this regression arises largely from ideological choices and 
social policies that tolerate or enable decline in public order, hygiene, and security, even as civilization 
retains the knowledge and capability to prevent such conditions.

1. The Medieval Backdrop and Modern Parallels
The medieval period is traditionally remembered as an age of violence, filth, and disease caused by poor 
sanitation,  lack  of  medical  knowledge,  and  social  instability.  Yet  this  dark  image  coexisted  with 
significant intellectual and technological advances.

• Medieval cities  experienced  crowded  conditions,  violent  crime,  and  frequent  plagues due  to 
unsanitary environments.

• Castles, walls, and city gates fortified against invasions and nighttime marauders.

• Cultural and scientific  achievements flourished quietly within elite  universities,  monasteries,  and 
royal  courts,  producing  innovations  such  as  windmills,  mechanical  clocks,  eyeglasses,  and 
crossbows.

• Architectural marvels like  Hagia Sophia and great cathedrals of Europe were constructed without 
modern tools or conveniences.

• A  millennium was  required for  Western  civilization to  recover  classical  knowledge post-Rome's 
collapse before hygiene and medical sciences evolved.

Key Conclusion: The medieval world was a paradoxical mix of hardship and progress, setting the stage 
for Renaissance breakthroughs.

2. The Emergence of Modern Medievalism
Despite centuries of scientific progress and affluent democratic societies, today's urban Western world 
increasingly  exhibits  medieval-like  conditions—filth,  disease  outbreaks,  rampant  crime,  and  social 
disorder—amid cutting-edge technologies such as AI, bio-engineering, and space exploration.

• Urban areas suffer from unchecked filth, open defecation, drug use, and rodent infestations.

• Officials often  choose  neglect  over  intervention,  rooted  in  ideologies  dividing  society  into 
“oppressors”  and  “oppressed,”  which  creates  moral  blind  spots  regarding  law  enforcement  and 
sanitation.

• Examples include:

• Large-scale illegal immigration straining border control, now mitigated only by medieval-style 
border walls and patrols.

• Cities where troops are barred from assisting police despite escalating violence.

• Homeless encampments tolerated despite health hazards.

• Proposals for taxpayer-funded sexual relief clinics for the homeless.

• Urban elites and professionals routinely navigate environments contaminated with human waste and 
refuse.

• Regulatory agencies focus minutely on industrial toxins yet overlook massive public health hazards 
posed by street-level squalor.

• Pollutants like  faeces  are  washed into oceans  while  trivial  littering is  heavily fined,  exposing a 
counterintuitive legal prioritization.
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Key  Insight: Contemporary  societies  blend  sophisticated  knowledge  with  selective  enforcement  that 
enables conditions reminiscent of medieval decay.

3. Crime, Law Enforcement, and Social Control
The modern legal and regulatory framework has grown complex and stringent but is often undermined by 
social policies or lax enforcement, leading to chaotic outcomes.

• Truck driving certification in California requires rigorous testing, but nearly 20,000 undocumented 
immigrants  circumvented  rules  via  loopholes,  resulting  in  many unqualified  drivers  transporting 
massive loads on crowded highways.

• Crime control in major cities often falters as political and ideological considerations conflict with 
practical enforcement needs.

• Public safety suffers from  defunding or restriction of police and military assistance in urban law 
enforcement.

• The criminal justice system increasingly romanticises violent offenders, replacing medieval public 
executions with modern glorification of murderers by some social factions.

• Notorious cases include politically and culturally divisive reactions to assassinations and murders, 
with some assailants deified or excused as victims.

Key Conclusion: Modern law enforcement and justice exhibit contradictions where safety and rule of law 
are compromised by ideological sanctimony and politicization.

4. Polarizing Ethical Contradictions: Life and Death
Medieval morality, often based on religious customs, contrasts sharply with contemporary secular values 
that sometimes sanction moral and biological paradoxes.

• Modern medicine  can  save  premature  infants  at  as  early  as  23–24  weeks  gestation,  yet  some 
jurisdictions permit abortion procedures up to the moment of birth.

• This juxtaposition of high-tech life-saving and radical termination rights highlights profound ethical 
conflicts in modern society.

• Feminist and progressive rhetoric often celebrates expanded abortion rights as “strengthening care,” 
despite the close biological and developmental proximity of the fetus to viability.

Key Insight: The coexistence of cutting-edge medical capability and permissive lethal policies illustrates 
the dissonance shaping contemporary cultural and moral battles.

5. The Social and Political Divide Fuelling Regression
The text identifies ideologies such as Marxism, socialism, and identity politics as major drivers behind the 
decline into a “modern medieval” condition.

• Reactionary ideologies  oppose  established  civilization  progress  through  moral  narcissism  and 
puritanical holiness, which often prioritize ideological purity over basic social functioning.

• The affluent and culturally liberal elites frequently avoid the consequences of their policies, residing 
in sanitized enclaves far removed from the deteriorating urban realities they promote.

• Hypocrisy abounds, with humanitarian acts sometimes excluding or relocating the very “victims” 
they purport to support.

• Leftist media and personalities engage in  celebration or victimization of criminals and politically 
symbolic figures, feeding social polarization and moral confusion.

• The national  narrative  centres  on  victimhood  and  race-based  grievances,  often  overshadowing 
pragmatic solutions.

Key Conclusion: Ideological dogma exacerbates societal fragmentation and the erosion of public order, 
impeding civilizational progress.
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6. Summary Comparison: Medieval vs. Modern Medievalism

Aspect Medieval Era (500–1400) Modern Medievalism (21st Century West)

Sanitation Lacked sewage systems, aqueducts, 
medical knowledge

Advanced knowledge; neglect and ideological 
excuses lead to filthy conditions

Technology Mechanical innovations (clocks, 
crossbows)

Revolutionary tech (AI, biotech, spaceflight) 
but uneven societal application

Social Order & Security Fortified cities,, executions for law 
enforcement

Lawlessness tolerated; policing curtailed by 
ideology; glorification of criminals

Ethics & Morality Based on religion and tradition Secular, often contradictory stances on life, 
death, and justice

Governance & Policy Attempts to protect communities 
despite hardship

Regulatory extremism on trivial issues; 
neglect of fundamental public health

Knowledge Progression Slow recovery post-Rome, eventual 
Renaissance

Knowledge advanced but selectively applied 
or ignored due to ideology

Conclusion
The modern Western world is caught in a paradoxical cycle where advanced scientific knowledge and 
technological power coexist with medieval-like social decay, urban filth, and a compromised rule of law. 
This “modern medievalism” arises less from ignorance than from ideological choices that protect certain 
groups while permitting or encouraging widespread disorder and decay. The result is a hybrid civilization 
blending  brutal  neglect  and  sophisticated  innovation—challenging  assumptions  about  progress  and 
civilization in the 21st century.
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