
There Are Different Types Of Maturity
There are different types of maturity that a person can have, not just one all-encompassing maturity.

In society there are a variety of maturities that a person can rise to. For example: Sexual maturity, adult
maturity,  maturity  in  leadership,  etc.  There  are  also  maturities  within  the  church  system.  For  example:
Christian maturity, spiritual maturity, maturity in leadership, maturity in gifting, etc.

As you can see from the list in those two areas above, the maturities mentioned are vastly different in context.
That ultimately means a person can be mature in one area, but not in any other. In that regard, we shouldn’t
look up to a person’s singular maturity and ‘put them on a pedestal’, while ignoring the shortcomings in the
rest of their lives.

In the Kingdom, there are similar situations where maturity is singular, and should be seen as such. We
cannot fall into the trap of seeing a brother’s or sister’s maturity in one area, and ascribing them overall
maturity. Let me explain.

As we grow and develop in the Kingdom, we will become mature quickly in some areas more than others.
This makes us unbalanced, especially if we perceive ourselves as fully mature when we really aren’t.

Maturity can occur in any of these facets of the Kingdom:
• A spiritual gift1 (charismata2)
• An ascension gift3

• Spirituality
• Leadership
• Oversight
• Spiritual hearing
• Sonship
• Priesthood
• Kingship
• Character
• Operating out of Heaven
• Operating in the courts of Heaven
• Kingdom knowledge

There are most likely many more, but the list above is enough to demonstrate that we can be mature in one
area, but not in others.

The  problem for  us  as  an  ekklesia (i.e.  a  community  of  Kingdom citizens)  is  that  individuals  can  see
themselves as mature sons, just because they are relatively mature in one or a few areas. This is a perfectly
natural occurrence, because it already happens in the church system. Take for example the common self-
promotion of individuals within a fellowship because they have success in one particular gift, or because they
have a big ministry, or because they have extensive biblical knowledge. You know what I mean – we’ve seen
it time and time again when we were there.

That type of self-promotion creates division, not unity, within groups. While the person may feel entitled to
their opinions of their own maturity or self-worth, there is no place in the Kingdom for such thinking or
activity. Even focusing on being “Christ-like” is a one-sided activity, which has been shown to produce elitist
individuals who bring division and discontent in a fellowship by creating an “ us & them”. 

This downside of maturity is a consequence of soulishness and mindsets, not the influence of the Kingdom.

1 – Prophecy, healing, miracle-working, tongues, word of knowledge, word of wisdom, etc. 
     (See www.bible-knowledge.com/gifts-of-the-holy-spirit )
2 – “What Does Charismata Mean?”   couragewithgrace.org/2020/10/23/what-does-charismata-mean 
3 – Apostolic, prophetic, didactic (teaching), pastoral, evangelistic
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It’s what happens when we see ourselves as the world sees people. We’ve done it all the time in society,
because that’s how society operates. However, the Kingdom is at odds with the world system and our society,
so we need to learn to do things the Kingdom way.

That’s why our King said to us, “See me as your prototype”4. That was a significant directive because it
focuses us on what Jesus of Nazareth was like and how he operated. He was the first Spirit-filled human
being and he was fully mature in every facet of his sonship. He is the one we’re meant to grow and mature to
become like, so we’re 'well-rounded' in every area of our sonship.

When we do that, and especially when we encourage others to do the same, we won’t be tempted to think
'we’ve arrived' at any time. We’ll always see that there’s a long way to go to be fully mature like him. To help
with  that  journey,  we  must  bring  our  mind  and  soul  into  subjection  to  our  spirit  and  not  let  their
unregenerated activity draw us back into the world’s way of functioning.

NOTE: Speaking personally, I haven’t arrived at full mature yet. I’m nowhere near it.

So, how do we proceed knowing this information about maturity?

(1) Watch out for ‘off-base’ personal activity

In our own life and the lives of those we are in community with, check for actions that don’t align with the
Kingdom. That goes for others we meet for the first time who declare their allegiance to the King. These are
signs a  person (or ourselves)  need radical  changes  to be made in their  life.  Such people should not be
submitted to, even if they seem very spiritual.

For example: We’ve seen spiritual women of high regard who operated in the Jezebel spirit, or who had
marriages that were out of alignment with Kingdom standards, or whose personal lives were a mess. We’ve
seen spiritual fellowship leaders who operated in power, control and self-interest,  extracting money from
their people, as they pushed ahead with their personal agenda. 

These few cases weren’t just instances of weakness, but lifestyles that came straight out of the world that they
claimed not to belong to. (Many more could be cited.)

(2) Focus on Father’s development

It’s important that we don’t focus on one area of spirituality, but allow Father to train us how he wants to see
it happen. That way we’ll be more 'rounded' in our growth and development, and our eventual maturity. 

It’s important, as well, to not model ourselves after another person who we look up to and see as a role-
model. It’s always the man Jesus we must focus on modelling ourselves after. 

By the same token, we shouldn’t try to mimic the spirituality of a person who functions well in an area we
think is spiritually important. That will take us off-track from where Father wants to take us on our personal
journey  to  our  destiny.  Such  misdirected  activity  generally  leads  to  works-based  endeavour,  with
disappointment as the end result.

(3) Submit to Father’s processes

Stick with what Father is personally doing in you and learn to enjoy the processes he’s taking you through.
His aim is always to mature us in our sonship and in our relationship with him. Those are more important to
him that anything else that is spiritual which grabs our attention.

The most important  processes he’ll  take us through are those which mold5 and shape us by eliminating
‘darkness’ in your character.

4 – “33b-See Me As Your Prototype” (24-3-2015)  canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/33b-See-Me-As-Your-Prototype.pdf 
5 – ‘Mould’ is a fungus

This is a free educational document produced by Canberra Forerunners⭐ ⭐ -2-

https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/33b-See-Me-As-Your-Prototype.pdf


(4) Use ‘fruit’ as the tool for personal evaluation

Jesus said that a person should be judged by the “fruit” that develops in their life. That fruit is the personal
characteristics that a person displays as an outworking of what they believe, who they model themselves
after, and what kingdom they belong to.

The common fruit most of us look for are the “fruit of the Spirit”: 
• love
• joy
• peace
• forbearance (patience)
• kindness
• goodness
• faithfulness
• gentleness
• self-control

These are all important, however, they can be ‘manufactured’ in the natural, not an outcome of the presence
of Holy Spirit. Discernment needs to be used to verify them. Additionally, these aren’t the only ones to look
for. Here’s others which relate to sonship, which are those that Father develops in us as he changes our
character:

• selfless – The interests of others is put ahead of theirs when appropriate
• unity – Always looking to bring or develop unity in community and between groups
• humility – Knowing your place as an equal. (It’s the most revered character in Heaven)
• meekness – The ability to control one’s authority and power so it’s only used when it’s appropriate
• forgiving – Freely forgiving any one, from the heart, as well as exonerating them
• honouring – Showing honour to everyone and deferring when deference is appropriate
• compassionate – Operating with Father’s heart towards others
• gracious – Operating with Father’s heart. Dispensing grace at all times, but not weakness
• accepting – Treating everyone as equals, without any regard to status or personal traits
• giving  – Freely giving of everything, when appropriate (time, energy, life, finance, possessions, etc.)

Here are some Kingdom attributes to look for as well. These are also developed as Father trains us as sons.
They become more evident as we mature in our sonship and kingship. The mature:

• Don’t live like the world system, but do live in society, impacting it with the Kingdom
• Administrate their lives
• Manage themselves and their circumstances
• Resist the work of the enemy that comes against them by controlling themselves
• Are calm, living in trust, rest and peace

For more teaching on this topic, here’s a very useful session to listen to:

VIDEO – Mike Parsons  “Maturity vs Character”   youtu.be/n6UhBy6ECok 

Laurence
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(Readers will need to look up for themselves any scriptures alluded to in this document)
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