
There’s NO Pressure for Us to Measure Up

In a recent series I put the following statement at the top of each article:

This article contains information about what Father wants us to mature into so we’re  
able to function as he intended at Creation. DO NOT see what’s written here as his  
demands on you. DO NOT see my statements as actions that you have to strive for or 
cause  you  to  feel  ashamed  because  you  “don’t  measure  up”.  Use  the  contents  as  
standards to grow into, because Father wants to draw you into them.

It’s critical that we ‘chuck out’ every vestige of negative attitude towards how Father deals with us. That’s  
especially if we’ve grown up in the church system, where we’ve been trained to think of him as an “angry 
God” that we need to appease. Of course, that’s nothing like his character, but that’s what we’ve been  
taught from the OT and we’ve then joined that with our bad experiences from our earthly father and 
school teachers. We’ve made up a character in our minds who is nothing like Father.

Depending on how old we are, we’ve most likely been physically disciplined (corporal punishment) by 
both our fathers, and possibly by our male school teachers. This isn’t an issue these days with wokeness 
making child discipline of any kind obsolete, but the teaching is still there from the OT which perverts 
Father’s character. 

These days, having experienced Father’s presence and experienced his unconditional love, we must learn 
to relax in his presence. He’s allowed me to sit on his knee and to hug me, as well as allowing me to sit on 
his throne, so I have that experience to assist me in eliminating any negative view of him. Many have not  
had these types of experiences, so I say to those who haven’t, “Practise coming into Father’s (or our 
King’s presence) and stay there, allowing him to give you experiences of him doting on you in warm 
love. That’s the only way – short of visiting him in Heaven –  that you’ll have the experience to stand  
against any wrong character assessments that you have of him.”

All that I’ve written so far in this teaching has to do with how my readers receive what I write about how  
Father (or our King) wants us to operate. When outlining what he wants us to do, I never use the term 
‘must’,  ‘will’,  or ‘ought to’,  because he doesn’t  demand anything of us.  In like manner,  I  never use 
‘obey’,  but  ‘comply’ instead,  because  we are  his  royal  sons,  not  slaves  or  servants.  When he  gives 
instructions for us, his grace puts no demands on what has to be done or in the way he wants it done.

I state his instructions using ‘should’, trying to make his message more like advice than a demand. For 
example:

• “In addition we should never use religious or legalistic standards to evaluate ourselves.”1

• “Sons should consider contempt and disdain as unrighteous and refuse to allow them to manifest in 
their lives.”2

• “our King has told us that his wisdom is available to us 24/7, so we should be ‘plugging’ into that 
source and using it ‘for all it’s worth’.”3

• “our desire for activities should be those Father approves.4

It’s true that ‘should’ can be “used to indicate obligation, duty, or correctness, typically when criticizing 
someone's actions”5, but there are other senses of the word, which is the vein that I’m using it in. My 
sense of use is this: “indicating a desirable or expected state”.6 My use of ‘should’ in that what I’m 
writing is what Father sees as desirable and is how he’s wanting sons to operate.

1 – “Be Pragmatic in Your Evaluations of Yourself” (22-6-2025)
2 – “Think Twice Before Disdaining Others” (15-6-2025)
3 – “Time to Reset and Rethink Your Plans for the Future” (4-6-2025)
4 – “Good Works Are Essential, But…” (15-5-2025)
5 – Modal verb use 1a  www.encyclopedia.com/humanities/dictionaries-thesauruses-pictures-and-press-releases/should-0 
6 – Modal verb use 1b  www.encyclopedia.com/humanities/dictionaries-thesauruses-pictures-and-press-releases/should-0 
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There’s no compulsion in what I write for Father, so that should not be read into my writings. He’s not 
demanding of us, so I won’t put demands on others in what I write. I can’t be contradictory to his nature  
by having double standards in my writing. I represent him, and my writing conveys that, so there should 
be no misinterpretation of what I state is his desire for his sons.

Some teachers don’t even like to use ‘should’,7 but there’s not another method that I’m comfortable with 
in conveying Father’s expressions of his desire for us. Always read ‘should’ as Father’s desire in my 
articles.

Here’s a couple of examples of how Father releases his messages to us in love. Notice how gentle the  
content is and how there’s an absence of demands and compulsions:

“You are entering a new phase of existence. It will be like finishing one chapter and beginning another.  
You will be wiser and more astute than you have ever been. In dealing with issues of life you will  
more accurately assess situations and be better equipped to produce positive results. But, this will not  
happen overnight; it will be a step by step process. Have patience, says the Lord, and take the next  
step.” 8

“"Push yourself beyond disappointment to find a place of peace. Sometimes there are no answers to  
satisfy your desires except to resign yourself to current reality. I am your only place of contentment, so  
seek my face and set your heart on finding your fulfillment in me," says the Lord. "I will never let you  
down."” 9

Notice this statement about how Father drew someone in to change them. Note his gentleness and care 
that he used in the person’s training. There was no overbearing pressure from Father in what he was  
doing:

“God does not want to keep us at a distance, but he wants us to be safe and secure in his presence, and  
that requires us to go through some transformation. Now of course you know Jesus wanted to share  
many things with the disciples, God wants to share amazing things with us, but we might not be ready  
to experience them…That was true for me. God wanted to reveal so much to me, and eventually did,  
but at that time I couldn't experience that. There is revelation and truth and experiential encounters  
that, just like the disciples, we're not necessarily ready for. But God wants to make us ready. It's not  
because we're not worthy. It's not because we're not good enough. It's because our mind still needs to  
be renewed, and things in our soul need to be dealt with so that we choose to trust God. Not because  
we can see him or know him in that way, but because he's God and our relationship with him is based  
in who he is, not what he does. Not what he does for us. Not what we can do for him. God prepares us  
to be able to dwell face to face in intimacy.” 10

(Permission to quote Mike Parsons received on 20-7-2020)

Father’s not putting pressure on us to DO, he just wants us to BE.

Therefore there is no need to put condemnation on ourselves for any reason at all. We shouldn’t even get 
the impression that we’re ‘not measuring up’. Father doesn’t want us to have those attitudes or feelings 
about ourselves, because his love is far beyond what we can comprehend – it’s actually unbelievable.

Update

“I think when it comes to, "How can I be more consistent?" Well, consistency is a measure, isn't it? Of  
passing and failing, and I passed more than I've failed, so I'm more consistently better than I was.  
Well, if we don't measure ourselves in at that way, then we probably won't be thinking, "Oh, I didn't do  
so well today." Now, I'm not talking about if I did something really bad and hurt someone or whatever.  

7 – SEE: “Why 'Should' is a word I want to eliminate from my vocabulary ”   youtube.com/shorts/5xjdIv4J_48 
8 – Marsha Burns “Small Straws in the Soft Wind” (June 17, 2025)   www.ft111.com/smallstraws.htm    [ARCHIVE: www.ft111.com/straws2025.htm]

9 – Marsha Burns “Small Straws in the Soft Wind” (June 28, 2025)   www.ft111.com/smallstraws.htm    [ARCHIVE: www.ft111.com/straws2025.htm]

10 – Mike Parsons “The Dark Cloud Part 2 | The Surprising Power of Surrender” (28-6-2025)
      www.youtube.com/watch?v=OprELfpRkH8    [0:00-1:16]
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I mean, that's there's never a reason for that. And if I did, then I would need to show that I was sorry  
and ask for forgiveness or whatever else. But in general, the sort of character issues of actually being  
like God, the more I receive it from him unconditionally, the more it will be easier for me to love other  
people and to express all of those characteristics of God's nature in my life, because I've received  
them. If I haven't received them, it's very, very hard to actually express them. So, for me it's all about  
the relationship which gives me the opportunity of receiving from him in a unconditional way, and  
there's no pressure of me having to perform…

I know there's all sorts of standards that the world has, that other Christians have, that people in our  
family have, and they're always measuring us and judging us against some form of standard, which  
God doesn't. So, when we feel bad because someone else makes us feel bad, for whatever reason, then  
I'm not going to let them make me feel bad, because then they control me. I'm looking to be pressured  
by them. So, if someone says, "Well, you're not doing anything for God." I'm like, "Okay, that's fine,  
‘cuz that's your opinion." Because they want me to do things that they think I should be doing. So,  
what should I do? Well, I should be reading my Bible more, praying, out witnessing, doing more every  
day. Well, that's not what I felt the heart of God wants for me today. So, if I did it, because I felt I  
should do it, then I'm not fulfilling God's heart for me today. I'm doing something that I think I should  
do, to meet someone else's standard of what a Christian life should be. And there is no standard like  
that from God's perspective. He just wants relationship, so we can enjoy life and be an expression of  
love to the world in which we live. And the easier it is to 'love one another as I've loved you'. If we're  
not loved, then we're going to have a hard job expressing that love. The more love we are, the easier it  
is to love. Same with all the other fruit. I know God is absolutely totally patient with me. So, he's  
never putting me under pressure to perform or to achieve, ‘cuz he's totally patient and just wants me to  
walk this out in a journey of relationship with him. He's kind to me. He's good to me. He's faithful to  
me.” 11

(Permission to quote Mike Parsons received on 20-7-2020)

Mike Parsons “Stop Trying to Be a Perfect Christian | God Isn't Measuring You”  LINK

Laurence
29-6-2025
[Updated 29-6-2026]
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)
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11 – Mike Parsons (28-6-2026) “Stop Trying to Be a Perfect Christian | God Isn't Measuring You”
        www.youtube.com/watch?v=12lIm5PUN38   [0:07-3:42]
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