
Time to Think Pragmatically
When a person is being pragmatic, they are “dealing with things sensibly and realistically in a way that is based  
on practical rather than theoretical considerations”1. 

Pragmatism is something we associate with worldly things, not with spiritual  thinking. However, in a recent 
message, Father instructed us to be pragmatic in our attitude:

“Sort out where you are physically, emotionally, mentally, and spiritually. Do this in order to figure out the  
next phase of your life and to get  a handle on where you should go from here.  Quiet  your soul,  and  be 
pragmatic in your approach to the days ahead. Never forget that I am with you and will lead you if you are  
willing to follow.” 2

His instructions seem to be counter-intuitive for our sonship, because they don’t sound very spiritual, until the last  
sentence is read. In fact, he’s reinforcing in the message that he’s continuing to train us in how we’re to function 
both in partnership with him and as autonomous beings, while under his oversight.

Notice that he’s interested in how we handle our physical, emotional, and mental welfare, not just our spiritual 
wellbeing. Those four important areas of our lives need to be handled properly so we have overall wellbeing, and 
so we’re open to receive the Kingdom’s blessing which goes along with wholeness. The fact is, if we don’t look 
after ourselves, the Kingdom’s benefits can actually be negated.

Interestingly, the Prince of Peace (i.e. King Jesus) supplies that welfare for sons, if we align ourselves with him.  
That peace, in the understanding of the ancient Hebrews, is the “peace of God”. That word ‘peace’ in Hebrew is  
‘shalom’ which is much bigger than peacefulness. It encompasses “an overall sense of fullness and completeness 
in mind, body and estate”3. That means, the use of ‘peace’ in the NT writings comes from the Hebrew writer’s  
understanding of ‘shalom’, not our English understanding of peace today. That fullness includes the four areas in 
the message above.

To operate pragmatically takes experience – a lifetime to do it well. Therefore, we are to practise being pragmatic  
in our daily lives, but we keep listening to our King with our spirit. We hear from him and we comply, and in  
doing so, we remain in alignment with him, while maintaining our autonomy.

You see, living as a son is simple, it’s the super-spiritual people we’ve met who’ve made it difficult for us to live  
in the Kingdom. We aren’t to focus on being overtly spiritual, we’re just to live our lives while being constantly 
connected to the members of the Trinity….and we’re to enjoy what we do together with them.

The important thing for us to understand from his message is that we’re responsible for every area of our lives.  
That’s included in our kingship, as we oversee our personal kingdom. We are fully responsible, but Father works  
with us on that and assists us when we’re unable to be effective. We aren’t to expect him to do everything, even  
though we may think we’re very spiritual operating that way. That’s why we need to be pragmatic about our lives 
– it brings us down to earth.

IMPORTANT: To live as a son requires us to live wisely and effectively in both the spirit realm and the natural  
realm. We need knowledge, skills, experience and wisdom in both of these areas to live successfully as a son. 

IMPORTANT: We’re to come out of the world system, with it’s thinking, mindsets and allegiances, but not the 
world where we live, work, relate and have responsibilities.

Update

Father says:

“Evaluate where you are and what you need to do. Going in circles is not the way of progression. Be still  
and know that I will show you the way, says the Lord. Settle down, and be pragmatic in your next step.” 4

1 – www.encyclopedia.com/pragmatic  [From ‘The Oxford Pocket Dictionary of Current English’]
2 – Marsha Burns “Small Straws in the Soft Wind” (Oct. 20, 2025)   www.ft111.com/smallstraws.htm    [ARCHIVE: www.ft111.com/straws2025.htm]

3 – firmisrael.org/learn/the-meaning-of-shalom
4 – Marsha Burns “Small Straws in the Soft Wind” (Nov. 30, 2025)   www.ft111.com/smallstraws.htm    [ARCHIVE: www.ft111.com/straws2025.htm]
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“"In your frustration you will likely consider giving up, but that is not my plan or purpose for your life.  
This is a time when you need to examine what you need to keep and what you need to discard so that you  
can make informed choices for the days ahead. Do not be hasty, but rather be pragmatic. Ask for wisdom,"  
says the Lord.” 5

►►My archived teaching articles are HERE & HERE ◄◄
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