
Understand the Meaning of Symbolism Used When Engaging Heaven

The prophesies of the OT, as well as Revelation in the NT, are full of symbolism which needs interpreting 
by readers in this 21st century. Typical examples of these are the ‘4 horsemen of the apocalypse’1 (below) 
and Daniel’s vision of beasts2 rising from the sea (underneath).

‘4 Horsemen of the Apocalypse’

Daniel’s beasts rising from the sea

1 – Painting: By Viktor Vasnetsov (1887) ‘Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse’
      commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Apocalypse_vasnetsov.jpg  [public domain]
2 – Painting: By Luigi Sabatelli I (1809) “Daniel’s Vision”    [Creative Commons CC0 1.0 Universal Public Domain Dedication]
      commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Luigi_Sabatelli_I,_Daniel%27s_Vision,_1809,_NGA_208221.jpg
      (The person who associated a work with this deed has dedicated the work to the public domain by waiving all of their rights.)
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Of particular importance for this article are the visions of John concerning what he saw in Heaven during 
his vision while living on the Island of Patmos. His vision was received in picture language as it was 
designed to convey a coded message to the 1st century believers concerning things that were to shortly 
take place in their time in history. We have difficulty in interpreting this symbolism in Revelation in this  
day and age as we don’t understand the 1st century believer’s idioms and symbolism.

Even visions of Heaven today are provided by Father or our King in picture language (metaphors and 
symbolism) to make the message more palatable to the human mind and more easily conveyed. However, 
metaphors leave us with too much leeway to interpret them, resulting in many wild and misconceived 
ideas. These misconstrued interpretations can (and have) become doctrines which believers take onboard 
and are sidelined away from the realities of the Kingdom. This sidelining means that believers are unable 
to fully align with the King to the extent that he’s wanting them to.

My concern in writing this teaching article is the need to align readers with spiritual reality, rather than 
symbols and the erroneous use of them in their belief system. The aim is always for sons to align with the  
heart, mind and plans of the King, but that can be hijacked by false beliefs which are picked up from 
biblical or modern prophetic symbolism.

It is common for modern day sons, who operate in the realms of Heaven (they’re known as mystics), to 
use symbolism, either because of what they saw, what they were told while in Heaven, or what they’ve 
brought over into their vocabulary from the Bible.

Here’s  a  modern-day example  of  symbolism used  to  describe  a  structure  in  Heaven.  It’s  a  diagram 
produced by Ian Clayton at his Maleny (Queensland) conference 23-25 November 2014:3

Here is an example of the use of symbols in a modern article:

“The way you engage (in heaven and in your own heart) is essentially the same, and the experiences  
you have, are broadly the same. What differs is the place in which you have them. The heavenly  
realms are different from your  internal garden or  first love gate simply because they are heavenly  
realms. That said, there are things you can engage in both places. For example, the river of life flows 
out of heaven and flows into you and into your garden, and you can engage that river there.” 4

3 – My artwork based on the drawing he produced on a whiteboard at the conference  [LDS]
4 – Mike Parsons (18-2-2026) “From Self to Sonship Understanding Living Sacrifice”
      freedomarc.blog/2026/02/18/515-from-self-to-sonship-understanding-living-sacrifice 
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And also this one, which explains the use of symbolism:

“What was revealed was that as I came to know God more internally, he began to reveal more of who I  
was. That revelation then enabled me to surrender. Each day, I would present myself as a living sacrifice,  
and Jesus took me through the process. Symbolically, he is my high priest. He prepares the sacrifice, so I  
did not need to work out what to change in my thinking, my heart or my behaviour. I simply needed to  
follow him and allow him to do the work.

Much of what he took me through was symbolic. Symbolism gives meaning and provides a framework of  
understanding. In the process of preparing a sacrifice, the high priest does not simply place it on the altar. It  
is prepared. Symbolically, the sacrifice is killed. That is not pleasant imagery, but it is meant to represent  
death. I died with him. I am entering into a death that has already taken place.

A living sacrifice is not physically dead, but it symbolically dies to self. I was not trying to kill anything. I  
was entering into what was already true. I had died with him. I simply needed to catch up with the reality  
of what that meant. The renewing of my mind is the process that transforms me into the truth that I died  
with him, and therefore I am alive with him, and he lives in me.

The life I now live is no longer lived from the self that was in control.” 5

(Permission to quote Mike Parsons received on 20-7-2020)

In this latter quote, ‘living sacrifice’6 is a symbol derived from the 1st century ritual sacrifice system. It 
represents a person dying to their desires, and therefore, considering themselves ‘dead’ to their personal 
wants, tendencies, passions, feelings, and inclinations. To do that, the person needs to have everything in 
their heart and mind that’s out of alignment with the King exposed so it can be removed. Symbolically, 
this  happened when the  sacrifice  was  opened so  that  everything inside  was  exposed.  For  sons,  this 
exposure is very necessary because Father doesn’t override our autonomy or our free will. Instead, he 
requires us to surrender for erasure whatever he puts his finger on, as it’s exposed.

In some of his recent video teachings,7 Mike Parsons uses a lot of biblical symbolism to try to teach 
Bible-based believers some Kingdom concepts. This may be quite understandable for those focusing on 
the Bible, but it will keep them concentrating on the Bible and on symbolism, rather than spiritual reality. 
It’s the spiritual reality that we need to work with, not the symbolism and the symbols.

Kingdom Perspective

With all that in mind, we must endeavour to get the correct interpretation of modern visions and heavenly 
experiences so that the meaning becomes rooted in our heart and mind, not the figurative language.

Conversing among each other in visionary riddles doesn’t enable us to live in the Kingdom and operate in  
alignment with the King. Instead it moves us from spiritual reality into religious symbolism and the arena 
of religious icons. We’ve come out of all that, so we need to have our minds transformed so we live in the  
reality, not the prophetic shadow or the figurative. Here’s an example from my experience:

One night around the turn of this century, I had a dream during my sleep that was more like 
a vision. In it, I was on the peak of the roof of my house, looking down the slope to the  
gutter. There was a rope dangling down in front of me like it was held up by ‘sky hooks’.  
As I watched a very large, wide, thin, sharp broad-axe swiped across my roof in front of  
me, parallel to the tiles on the roof. In the process it cut the rope, and I immediately woke  
up. Not being content with symbols, I immediately asked the Spirit, through my spirit,  
what the vision meant. I knew that the prophetic symbol for a house is our heart,8 so it was 
very easy for the Spirit to convey to me that Father was going to cut the strings holding my 
heart, in the future, to release me from their bondages.

5 – Mike Parsons (18-2-2026) “From Self to Sonship Understanding Living Sacrifice”
      freedomarc.blog/2026/02/18/515-from-self-to-sonship-understanding-living-sacrifice 
6 – Mike Parsons (4-3-2026) “A Living Sacrifice”   youtube.com/shorts/GJ6V-auzOpg 
7 – Mike Parsons (2-3-2026) “Rivers of Living Water”    youtube.com/shorts/6O5seZ54_wU
      Mike Parsons (2-3-2026) “Come to Me and Drink”    youtube.com/shorts/HZkwxynaZws
8 – Adrian Beale & Adam Thompson (2011) “The Divinity Code to Understanding Your Dreams and Visions” {Kindle Edition}
      www.amazon.com.au/Divinity-Code-Understanding-Dreams-Visions-ebook/dp/B006P0INFI
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See how the reality (the interpretation) is the important message, not the symbols and actions observed.

Mike Parsons concurs with me. In addition, he gives some salient advice about  not acting on visions 
without having Father tell you what it means that you are to do:

“We can see things without understanding. So, when we have a vision, don’t let it stay there. When you see  
something that you don’t understand, don’t let it  stay there. And don’t go to someone asking them to  
interpret it…Ask God. Let him tell you what in means. Let him give you understanding, because vision  
without understanding doesn’t give you anything to work with. Vision with understanding is revelation.

So, when you get something, ask God what it means, because that’s why he gives you dreams and visions,  
and things, because he wants you to go back to him and build a relationship by fellowshipping around,  
"What does this mean?" That’s why Jesus taught in parables. What did his disciples do, they went back and  
said, "What did you mean by that?" And that’s why God doesn’t always give it direct, because he wants to  
actually see, “Are we interested enough to go and find out and ask him.

Then, ask [for] the application, "What am I supposed to do with this?" Just because you see something  
doesn’t mean you’re automatically authorized to do something about it. You need to be very clear what it is  
God’s saying. And don’t assume, "Well, God wouldn’t have shown me this if he didn’t want me to do  
anything about it." It’s not always as simple as that.” 9

IMPORTANT: Jesus informed his disciples that he spoke to the public in parables, but that the actual  
knowledge behind it was reserved for them. Today, as we move forward in this new era of the Kingdom, 10 
maturing in our sonship, spiritual reality belongs to us. Symbolic language and parabolic concepts are not  
our source of knowledge, they are for the spiritually immature11 or ‘uninitiated’ only.

For example: Forget about ‘rivers of living water’12 and talk about the source of life we have in the 
Trinity. Forget about ‘drinking’ from Jesus,13 and talk about him being the source of life that we have in 
the Kingdom.14

For the same reason, forget about the ‘Tree of Life’15 and talk about ‘aligning’ with the King.16 Forget 
about the ‘Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil’ and talk about ‘being independent’ or ‘being in 
rebellion’.

As a maturing son, my desire to focus on spiritual reality, and that’s the reason why I pulled out of  
creative worshipping and doing prophetic acts.17 I’m moving ahead with the things of the Kingdom and 
it’s terminology in ways which are fully relevant to myself in the 21st century. Paul said to move beyond 
babyish  ways  of  thinking  and  operating,  so  I’ve  taken  that  to  heart  and  I’m  working  to  translate 
symbolism and  metaphors  into  modern-day  language  which  everyone  in  Australia  can  understand  – 
hopefully. So, in my future articles, I’ll endeavour to remove any symbolism and metaphors as much as I  
possibly can.

IMPORTANT: It’s better to hear word-for-word what the Spirit is saying to our spirit than to receive a 
dream or vision, both of which need interpreting, because they’re mainly presented in picture language 
and symbols, and then they have the probability that the interpreted message is not totally correct. Stick 
with the best spirit communication, not the ‘fancy’ one.

9 – TRANSCRIPT: Mike Parsons (2014 or 2015) “Vision with Understanding”    youtube.com/shorts/iVI2_o_YKrE 
10 – CCOP MESSAGE: “A New Era in the Kingdom” (21-11-2018)
      canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/MESSAGE-A-New-Era-in-the-Kingdom-21-11-2018.pdf  
11 – Immature in their sonship
12 – “'Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.' By this he meant the Spirit, whom
        those who believed in him were later to receive.”
13 – “'Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink'…By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive.”
14 – Mike Parsons “Drink from the Source” (29-1-2026)    youtube.com/shorts/qZxZyypYNnc 
15 – SUCH AS: Mike Parsons (28-2-2026) “Choosing Your Source: The Tree of Life vs. Knowledge”   youtu.be/KcpWr4NXnQk 
16 – “The Imperative of Alignment in the Kingdom” (13-3-2024) 
          canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Imperative-of-Alignment-in-the-Kingdom.pdf 
17 – “No More Prophetic Acts” (30-11-2025) 
         canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/No-More-Prophetic-Acts.pdf 
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►►My archived teaching articles are  HERE, HERE & HERE ◄◄

Laurence
21-2-2026
[Updated 17-3-2026]
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)
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