
Understanding the Preterist View of Eschatology

In starting out, I would like to make it quite clear that eschatologies (i.e. particular End Time beliefs) are a 
theological construct based on the interpretation of Scripture. This is quite appropriate for Evangelicals, 
Charismatics and Pentecostals, but it’s not the way of the Kingdom. The way we’re meant to function is  
to have our spiritual knowledge supplied directly from Heaven – that’s is our primary source. All other 
sources of knowledge as substandard to that knowledge. 

To be frank, hearing from Father through the Spirit, is the way the Trinity set up humanity to function as 
their imagers. We were never intended to be theologians, Christians, or anything else, just sons trained by 
Father (or our King), to operate as planet-managers who are responsible for implementing the Kingdom 
of Heaven on Earth in partnership with them.

To begin this topic, it’s important to note that most church-goers have an eschatology. Therefore, there’s a 
need to get the right perspective on those beliefs so we don’t deviate from what Father wants us to know 
and from what’s real, rather than what’s imaginative.

~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~

A Word of Warning

Focusing  on  eschatologies  is  a  distraction  from our  role  as  sons  and  co-workers  with  the  King.  In 
addition, there is no value in having an eschatology at all.  The only reason we have one is because 
Christianity  has  adopted  a  holy  book  (the  Bible)  as  it’s  source  of  accurate  knowledge,  rather  than 
heavenly knowledge which Father downloads to us today through his Spirit.

NOTE: The reason it has taken me so long to write this teaching article is that long ago I abandoned the  
study  of  eschatology  and  have  concentrated  on  my  relationship  with  Father,  my  sonship,  and  my  
Kingdom assignments. Those three are Father’s priorities, and they’re now mine also. I only write this  
article because someone has asked me to explain the Preterist view of End Times for them.  

~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~

Background
The  most  predominant  eschatology  among  Christians  at  the  present  time  is  the  Futurist  one  (AKA 
Futurism1).2 This theory states that  all  prophecy is  to be fulfilled at  ‘the time of The End’,  and that 
includes the prophecies of Jesus that were recorded in the Gospels.

There is also the Historist Eschatology,3 but this has many less adherents than the Futurist one. This 
theory states that some prophecy has been accomplished in history since the 1 st century, but the remainder 
will occur at The End.

What’s the driving force for the Futurist Eschatology? 

Basically it’s Matthew 24 and the book of Revelation, supplemented by a few verses in the epistles. Let’s 
examine those sources and check on the veracity of the theory’s logic and accuracy.

1 – en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Futurism_(Christianity) 
2 – SEE: “Kingdom Benefits from the Preterist Position”  (31-5-2017)
      canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Kingdom-Benefits-from-the-Preterist-Position.pdf 
3 – “A Historist View of Revelation” (13-9-2017)
       canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/A-Historist-View-of-Revelation.pdf 
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Matthew 24

When ‘The Olivet Discourse’ in this chapter is read in isolation, it certainly seems to support what the 
Futurists believe. However, if the accounts in the other Gospels are also incorporated – that’s Mark 13 
and Luke 21 – it becomes very clear that Jesus was talking about the generation alive at that time he was 
speaking and the events that they would witness.

Here are some vitally important points that Jesus made. They are for you to consider as you analyse your  
own eschatology:

1. “How can you [Pharisees], being evil” Matthew 12:34

2. “You [pharisees] are like  whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly” Matthew 
23:27

3. “Who warned you [Pharisees] to flee from the wrath to come?” Luke 3:7

4. “this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place” Matthew 24:34; Mark 
13:30; Luke 21:32

5. “on you [scribes and Pharisees] may come all the righteous blood shed on the earth” Matthew 23:35

6. “all these things will come upon this generation” Matthew 23:36

7. “See [scribes and Pharisees]! Your house is left to you desolate” Matthew 23:38

8. “not one stone [of this temple] shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down.” 
Matthew 24:2 Mark 13:2

9. “when will these things be?...Then they will deliver  you up to tribulation and kill  you” Matthew 
24:3,9

10. “But when you hear of wars and rumors of wars” Mark 13:7

11. “But watch out for yourselves” Mark 13:9

12. “So when you see the ‘abomination of desolation’” Mark 13:14

13. “But take heed; see, I have told you all things beforehand.” Mark 13:23

14. “when you see these things happening, know that it is near—at the doors!” Mark 13:29

15. “But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and persecute you,” Luke 21:12

16. “But when you see Jerusalēm surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation is near” Luke 
21:20

17. “let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains” Luke 21:21; Mark 13:14

18. “For  these are the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled.” Luke 
21:22

19. “Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption 
draws near.” Luke 21:28

20. “when you see these things happening, know that the kingdom of God is near.” Luke 21:31

All those statements indicate the imminence of events relating to the Jeωs, not those which would come 
to  pass  many millennia  after  Jesus  spoke  them.  The  future  placement  of  the  events  that  Jesus  was 
speaking of is the position the Futurists take, but that’s not logical in light of the above 20 references.

»» My full teaching on this topic is here: LINK ««
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The Book of Revelation

Futurists pick and choose the contents of Revelation as either symbolic or literal. There’s no logic to their  
assignment  of  either  of  these  categories,  because  the  process  seems  to  be  done  according  to  their  
preconceived beliefs. That is, they ‘prove’ their eschatology by the way they ascribe symbolism to the 
various parts of the text in the book.

Here  are  some  vitally  important  points  for  you  to  consider  when  deciphering  Revelation’s  many 
messages.4

(1) Revelation is extremely Jeωish:

A. It has Old Testament allusions – There are 734 allusions to the OT in it, so it can’t be understood 
outside of a knowledge of the OT. Those allusions are to Daniel, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Psalms and Jeremiah.  
However, there are no OT quotes. 

B. It has Jeωish images – There are many specific references to OT persons, institutions and places.

C. It  uses  Hebraic  grammar –  It  was  written  in  Greek,  but  with  Hebrew style.  Its  Hebraic-isms, 
therefore, make it very hard to translate.

(2) Revelation is highly symbolic:

A. It’s symbolism is declared – Revelation 1:1 has “show”, indicating that the message was a record of 
visions. Visions usually have non-literal content. Some translations include the term “signified”5 in that 
verse, meaning that it uses signs to refer to things (AKA symbols6).

B. It’s symbolism is demanded – It contains bizarre imagery which is not to be taken literally.

C. Some of it’s symbolism is deciphered – John interprets some of the symbols showing that they 
aren’t to be taken literally.

To clarify the symbolism of Revelation that’s stated in the first verse, here’s a translation providing a  
better understanding (Author’s commentary is in grey):

Revelation  1:1 (MIRROR) –  …This  message  was  vividly† portrayed  in  symbolic  pictures by  his 
celestial prophetic-messenger, commissioned to communicate its mystery to his bond-servant John. 
(…The word  sēmainō†, ‘to give a symbolic sign’; ‘signify’; ‘to picture’; ‘to portray’. Symbolism and imagery play a 
significant role throughout the book. John would employ pictures that his mostly Jeωish audience was already familiar with  
in their own prophetic writings…)7

François du Toit describes the content of revelation as follows:

“The language of the Book of Revelation is purely symbolic. Its rich imagery celebrates the Champion  
of the Ages, the slain and risen Lamb of God bringing closure to every definition of judgment in his  
death and resurrection.

Jesus is not a literal Lamb, nor a literal Lion. As the Son of God he is the Incarnate Word that has  
always been face to face with God. He is the Word in whom all things exist.

The stars are not literal stars, neither is the underworld a literal fathomless pit, or the Lake ablaze with  
Brimstone a literal place.

Throughout the unfolding conversation,  pictures come to mind that  have already been part  of the  
narrative of God’s prophetic dealings with Israel for generations, symbolically pointing to a Person  
and a Moment recorded historically in time, where the resolve of God concludes powerfully in the  
glorious triumph of the Lamb over every definition of the Devil. In fact, every possible idea of Sin,  

4 – Kenneth Gentry: “Survey of the Book of Revelation” [DVD set]
      www.kennethgentry.com/survey-of-the-book-of-revelation-24-lectures-on-dvd
5 – The term used in: ASV, KJV, BRG, DARBY, DLNT, DRA, HCSB, JUB, MEV, NKJV, NTFE, WYC, YLT
6 – See the Evangelical Heritage Version   www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%201%3A1-2&version=EHV 
7 – Scripture and comment taken from THE MIRROR. Copyright © 2012. Used by permission of The Author.
      Mirror Bible:  www.mirrorword.net
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Judgment,  Death,  Hades,  Satan,  Devil,  Demon,  Dragon,  Beast  and  False  Prophet-Prostitute  is  
addressed and dissolved and thus rendered redundant. See Rev 17:14

These join forces in that hour to wage war against the Lamb, but the Lamb defeats them since he is the  
Lord of lords and the King of kings. And, sharing with him in his victory, are his kindred, recognizing  
their origin in this conversation; they too are now of the same persuasion. The Lamb led them into  
freedom from their lost identity, and their doubts. 

As far as God is concerned, it is indeed, Mission accomplished. The salvation of humankind is no  
longer  a  possible  outcome  of  events,  it  is  the  grandest  announcement  of  the  redemption  of  the  
Romance of the Ages.” 8

The  publisher’s  description  of  Philip  Carrington’s  commentary  on  Revelation9 also  outlines  the 
importance of understanding its symbolism:

“The object of this book is to provide a running commentary on the Book of Revelation, elucidating its  
meaning…It was written with the hope that a simple treatise on Revelation's meaning would help  
clergy and others who often have to deal with people who take it in a false and literal sense. When the 
Revelation was originally written it was naturally accepted as an account of current events and of  
events "shortly to come to pass"; that is how it describes itself (Rev 1:1, 3; 22:6, 10), and that is how it  
was naturally taken. Unfortunately, the key to its meaning was soon lost, and its mystical symbolism  
was taken as literal  description…It is  one of the loftiest  mystical  poems the world has produced.  
Revelation insists that certain events of worldwide importance are coming immediately, following the  
same general lines as Christ's Olivet Discourse, which spoke to events of which the Lord himself  
declared: "Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place" (Matt  
24:34).” 10

Without understanding that the visionary component of Revelation is fully symbolic – that’s all but the 
first 3 chapters – the reader cannot comprehend what John’s experience was designed to convey to his  
intended 1st Century audience. Picking and choosing what’s literal and what’s not within the vision, as  
Futurists do, is not a fitting way to draw the message from the book.
 
There are also some vexing statements in Revelation that relate to the timing of the events contained in 
the  epistle.  These  statements  cannot  be  satisfactorily  explained  by  Futurists  as  they  concern  the 
immediacy of events happening:11

• What must shortly take place (Revelation 1:1)

• For the time is near (Revelation 1:3)

• I am coming to you quickly (Revelation 2:16)

• I am coming quickly (Revelation 3:11)

• The third woe is coming quickly (Revelation 11:14)

• The things which must shortly take place (Revelation 22:6)

• Behold, I am coming quickly (Revelation 22:7)

• For the time is near (Revelation 22:10)

• Behold, I am coming quickly (Revelation 22:12)

• Yes, I am coming quickly (Revelation 22:20)

8 – Scripture taken from THE MIRROR. Copyright © 2012. Used by permission of The Author.      Mirror Bible:  www.mirrorword.net
9 – Philip Carrington (2008) “The Meaning of the Revelation”
      www.amazon.com.au/Meaning-Revelation-Philip-Carrington/dp/1556356730 
10 – www.perlego.com/book/1722410/the-meaning-of-the-revelation-pdf 
      www.amazon.com.au/Meaning-Revelation-Philip-Carrington/dp/1556356730 
11 – “Vexing Statements in Revelation” (12-7-2017)
       canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Vexing-Statements-in-Revelation.pdf 
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To clarify the imminence of Revelation’s events, here’s a couple of translations to help understand the 
timeframe (Any author’s commentary is in grey):

Revelation 1:19 (AMP) – “So write the things12 which you have seen [in the vision], and the things13 
which are [now happening], and the things14 which will take place after these things”

Revelation 1:3 (MIRROR) – “Blessed is the one who reads and those in his audience who hear with 
understanding the words of this Prophetic Enlightenment and treasure what is recorded in this writing; 
its time‡ has come€. 
(…The word  kairos‡ implies particular time; as related to some event, a convenient, appropriate 
time;  absolutely,  a  particular  point  of  time,  or  a  particular  season,  like  spring  or  winter;  engus€ 

pointing to that which is imminent.)15

It’s quite plain then, that Revelation places the cataclysmic events in a period of time in the 1 st Century, 
not in the distant future.

»» My teaching on how to decipher Revelation is here:  LINK  ««
»» My ‘Re-evaluation of Revelation’ series is here: LINK  ««

Conclusion So Far

Both Revelation and Matthew 24 don’t actually justify the Futurist’s Eschatology. To put it plainly, the 
theory only exists because scripture is ‘massaged’ to prove the theory. This unfortunately, is what happens 
with a great deal of what’s called Biblical Prophecy, where OT prophetic messages (and even ones that  
aren’t) are linked to the NT and to today.16

»» My teaching on hapless Biblical Prophecy is here:  LINK  ««

An Analysis of Futurist Beliefs
There are a number of basic beliefs in the Futurist Eschatology, all of which can be discounted as false or  
shown to be an error of interpretation. Let’s investigate.

The Rapture

These days, it’s believed that the Rapture is ‘a given’ in the NT, however, that’s not so.

Most studies of the history of the Rapture assign its  origin to Darby17,  the founder of the Exclusive 
Brethren18 and  the  father  of  modern  Dispensationalism19.  His  main  publication  on  the  Rapture  was 
produced in 1830.20 His Rapture theory was popularized in the United States in the early 20th Century by 
the wide circulation of the Scofield Reference Bible21, eventually becoming standard doctrine in bible 
colleges and seminaries around the world.

12 – i.e. the vision of chapter 1
13 – i.e. the events of the present moment (chapters 2 & 3)
14. – i.e. the events to come in chapters 4-22, after the messages to the churches in chapters 2 & 3
15 – Scripture and comment taken from THE MIRROR. Copyright © 2012. Used by permission of The Author.
        Mirror Bible:  www.mirrorword.net
16 – e.g. Southern Cross Baptist Church’s Bible prophecy conference  www.scbc.org.au/prophecy-conference.aspx 
17 – en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Nelson_Darby 
18 – en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exclusive_Brethren 
19 – en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dispensationalism 
20 – John Nelson Darby (1830) “The Rapture of the Saints and the Character of the Jewish Remnant” p:118
        www.stempublishing.com/authors/darby/PROPHET/11007E.html 
21 – en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scofield_Reference_Bible 
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Proponents claim there are biblical allusions to the Rapture, but admit that only three passages directly  
teach  the  details  of  it:  1  Thessalonians  4:17;  1  Corinthians  15:51-52;  and  John  14:1-3;  with  2 
Thessalonians 2 used as support.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 – There’s NO indication of any Rapture when the ancient Greek is understood 
properly.22

»» My analysis of 1 Thessalonians 4 is here: LINK ««
Corinthians 15:51-52 – It’s context does  not support a future worldwide tribulation, one from which a 
generation of Christians will escape. The verses strictly relate to the resurrection of the dead, which, in 
standard Christian theology, does not equate to a Rapture.

John 14:3 – While Paul talked about the resurrection of the dead in Corinthians, Jesus is here talking  
about preparations for the saints under the New Covenant.

From a biblical  perspective,  there are four contextual  problems with the theory of a  Secret-Rapture/  
Tribulation combo, as popularly propagated by the ‘Left Behind’ series and other advocates:

“(1) Daniel 9:24–27 is devoid of any reference to a gap between the sixty-ninth and seventieth week to  
make this possible. 
(2) When aligning Matthew 24 with Revelation 6, the Great Tribulation immediately precedes the  
sixth seal. 
(3) The magnitude of the Great Tribulation aligns better with a post-temple destruction (AD 70) theory  
than limited to a future seven-year event. 
(4) The texts used to support Rapture doctrine omit mention of tribulation and, instead, refer to the  
resurrection of the dead. 

For these reasons, it is unwarranted for the Rapture and Great Tribulation to be connected.” 23

There is a great deal of information available about the fallacy of the Rapture theory. As it’s been shown 
to be a theory which is constructed by stretching scripture, it can’t be validly supported.

(For more information see the references at the end of this document)

The Tribulation

There’s a great deal of evidence for a tribulation in scripture, but none that’s assigning it to an extreme  
one  that’s  sometime  in  the  distant  future.  It’s  only  the  timeline  of  the  Futurist’s  understanding  of 
Revelation which makes that assertion sound viable.

Jesus’ Return

Interestingly,  the Greek word  parousia translated ‘return’ means ‘presence’ or ‘appearing’,  not just 
‘return’.24 Therefore, Jesus may have been talking about his re-appearance in Judea, not necessarily his 
return as  an earthly king to  reign over  the planet.  In  that  respect,  it  could very well  have been his 

22 – “A Different Take On: The Pro-Rapture Verses in Thessalonians” (15-10-2024)
         canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/A-Different-Take-On-The-pro-Rapture-verses-in-Thessalonians.pdf 
23 – Steven D. Smith (14-12-2020) “An Evaluation of Rapture Theology” [Master’s degree thesis]   p:76
        (This thesis examines the development and exegesis of modern Rapture theologies. The study reveals that advocates of the Rapture
         often use inconsistent and unsound methods to arrive at their eschatological conclusions.)
         digitalcommons.liberty.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1709&context=masters 
24 – www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G3952/parousia.htm 
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appearance (or return) as Judge of the Jeωs in 70AD.

From another perspective, Jesus stated in Matthew 24 that his re-appearance would occur immediately 
after  the  disastrous  events  of  those  days.  Which  days?  The  days  in  which  “this  generation”  (his 
generation) lived. We also know that he was referring to imminent events, so he can’t return sometime 
this century or later – it’s already happened.

»» My teaching “A Different Take on the Return of the King” is here: LINK ««
»» My teaching “How Will the King Return?” is here: LINK ««

»» My teaching on the period 30-70AD is here: LINK ««

The Millennial Reign

As this is based on a literal interpretation of a few consecutive verses in Revelation 20, we can’t put any 
credence on a future millennial reign, because we know that the visions and the book are symbolic. Not  
only that, we’ve learnt that Revelation was preparation for an event in the 1st Century.

The Antichrist

The term ‘antichrist’ is used 4 times in the NT, but not in Revelation. Those four references are in John’s 
epistles25, and in each case the term does not refer to a person, but to an anti-Christ system or spirit of 
opposition to the work of King Jesus and the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth. Therefore, the idea of a 
person in the future being ‘The Antichrist’ is not biblical. 

Here are some verses which demonstrate that it’s not about a person:

1 John 2:22 (MIRROR) – Deception just cannot see that Jesus is the Christ.  The anti-Christ system 
contradicts both the Father and the Son.26

1 John 4:3 (MIRROR) – No so-called “spiritual revelation” that fails to communicate the revelation of 
the incarnation of Jesus Christ, is of God. This is the anti-Christ spirit that you have heard of and even 
now witness in the world.  Any idea that  Jesus Christ  is  not the incarnate word of God, does not  
originate in God but is the typical pseudo mindset of the spirit of this fallen cosmic system.27 

The ‘Beast’ in Revelation is often equated with The Antichrist, but an understanding of the symbolism in 
John’s visions and the timeframe of their fulfilment in the 1st Century, makes the idea of such a future 
man a mistake.

The End

The destruction of the heavens and Earth and their replacement with new ones is a symbolic statement, 
wherever it’s found in scripture. My complete exposé of this idea of a literal destruction is in the article 
referenced below.28

»» My teaching on the supposed end of the world is here: LINK ««

25 – 1 John 2:18, 22; 4:3; 2 John 1:7
26 – Scripture taken from THE MIRROR. Copyright © 2012. Used by permission of The Author.    Mirror Bible:  www.mirrorword.net
27 – Scripture taken from THE MIRROR. Copyright © 2012. Used by permission of The Author.    Mirror Bible:  www.mirrorword.net
28 – “Will Heaven and Earth Pass Away” (29-6-2021)
          canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Will-Heaven-and-Earth-Pass-Away.pdf 

This is a free educational document produced by Canberra Forerunners⭐ ⭐ -7-

https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Will-Heaven-and-Earth-Pass-Away.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Will-Heaven-and-Earth-Pass-Away.pdf
https://www.mirrorword.net/
https://www.mirrorword.net/
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Different-Understandings-Arising-from-the-Period-30-70AD.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/How-Will-the-King-Return.pdf
https://canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/A-Different-Take-on-the-Return-of-the-King.pdf


However, Jesus said that  the end would come when the Gospel had been preached to the whole world. 
When is or was that?

Here’s a table showing that the gospel preaching had been done by the time the epistles were written.29 
(The Greek terms in brackets show that the prophecy was fulfilled in like Greek terms.)

PROPHECY FULFILMENT

Matthew 24:14 – This gospel of the kingdom will 
be  proclaimed  throughout  the  whole  world 
(oikoumene)  as  a  testimony  to  all  nations,  and 
then the end will come

Romans 10:18 –  But I ask, have they not heard? 
Indeed they have, for “Their voice has gone out to 
all the  earth,  and their  words  to  the  ends  of  the 
world (oikoumene).”

Mark  13:10  –  And  the  gospel  must  first  be 
proclaimed to all nations (ethnos).

Romans  16:26  –  …has  been made  known to  all 
nations (ethnos), according to the command of the 
eternal God… 

Mark 16:15 – And he said to them, “Go into all the 
world (kosmos)  and  proclaim  the  gospel  to  the 
whole creation

Colossians  1:6  –  the  gospel,  which  has  come to 
you, as indeed in  the whole  world (kosmos) it is 
bearing fruit and increasing—as it also does among 
you, since the day you heard it and understood the 
grace of God in truth,

Mark 16:15 – And he said to them, “Go into all the 
world and  proclaim  the  gospel  to  the  whole 
creation (ktisis) 

Colossians  1:23  –  if  indeed  you  continue  in  the 
faith,  stable  and  steadfast,  not  shifting  from  the 
hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been 
proclaimed in all creation (ktisis) under heaven

Acts 1:8 – But you will  receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses  in  Jerusalēm  and  in  all  Judea  and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth (ge/land).

Romans 10:18 – But I ask, have they not heard? 
Indeed they have, for “Their voice has gone out to 
all the earth (ge/land), and their words to the ends 
of the world.”

IMPORTANT: What ‘end to come’ was Jesus talking about? It was the end of the Age – the end of the  
Old Covenant – not the end of the world or the end of time.

The Preterist View
The two principal schools of Preterist30 thought are commonly known as Partial  Preterism31 and Full 
Preterism32.   Full  Preterism differs from Partial  Preterism in that  they believe that  the destruction of  
Jerusalēm fulfilled all  eschatological or End Time events.  That includes the resurrection of the dead, 
Jesus’ Second Coming (or Parousia), and the Final Judgement.

Full  Preterist’s  believe  the  following points,  although there’s  a  lot  of  variation  between individuals. 
Variation in beliefs isn’t an issue, because a knowledge of eschatology is not essential in the Kingdom.

1. Revelation was written before 70AD.

2. Revelation was a coded message to the churches of that day warning them of the destruction that 
was coming through the Caesars, as well as the victory they had in King Jesus.

3. Much of  the symbolism in Revelation relates  to  Rome,  the Caesars,  and their  persecution of 
Christians.

29 – SOURCE: preteristarchives.org/visuals-and-charts/ 
30 – en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Preterism 
31 – Partial Preterism is also sometimes called Orthodox Preterism, Classical Preterism or Moderate Preterism. 
32 – Some Full Preterists prefer to call their position Consistent Preterism

This is a free educational document produced by Canberra Forerunners⭐ ⭐ -8-

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Preterism
https://preteristarchives.org/visuals-and-charts/


4. The Great Tribulation  took place in the past when Roman legions destroyed Jerusalēm and its 
temple  in  70AD during  the  final  stages  of  the  First  Jeωish-Roman  War.  This  component  of 
tribulation only affected the Jeωish people, not all mankind. 

5. The Christians of Jerusalēm and Judea escaped the razing of the city. They followed Jesus’ advice 
(Luke 21:20-22) to flee to the mountains when they saw the city surrounded by armies.

6. Jesus returned in judgement as the Judge, judging the Jeωs for the third time33 for their apostasy 
and for killing their Messiah.

7. The destruction of Heaven and Earth referred to the destruction of the temple. The temple was 
know by the expression ‘Heaven and Earth’ – it was the place where Heaven met Earth.

8. There will be no new heavens and Earth, only the restoration of the whole cosmos.

9. No future Jeωish temple will be built.

Preterist Timeline

Full Preterists believe that the prophecies of Jesus and Revelation were all fulfilled in the 1st Century. That 
includes: The destruction of the temple that ended the animal sacrifice system; The Tribulation of the  
Jeωs under the siege by Rome in 70AD; The diaspora of Jeωs after the second siege by Rome in 136AD;  
and the persecution of Christians under the Caesars.

Partial Preterist chronology varies. Below is one person’s view of time which shows events and their 
inter-relationships, all the way from Creation up to some time in the future.34 Notice that it’s all based on 
assumptions, theories and the Bible, there’s no input from the King to provide concrete facts.

33 – Previously it was using the Assyrians and the Babylonians. This time is was the Romans.
34 – GRAPHIC:(free to view and print)
        www.bible.ca/rapture-second-coming-end-of-world-end-times-last-days-tribulation-bible-chronology-chart.jpg 
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Does it Make a Difference?

Does having as Full Preterist view of End Times make any difference? Very much so!

I used to have a Futurist Eschatology, so I’m very familiar with the negativity that the theory creates.  
Here’s some of the downsides that it’s proponents can experience.

1. Fear: It  produces  fear  of  the  future  –  This  is  extreme fear  of  the  Antichrist  and the  expected 
tribulation period that leads up to the Great Tribulation. Outcome: The peace of the Kingdom is lost.

2. Mis-focus: There’s a great focus on current events – That’s from a strong drive to know what’s  
going on around the world for the purpose of guessing when the Antichrist and the Great Tribulation 
are about to manifest. Outcome: Maintaining focus on the Kingdom and Kingdom assignments is 
lost.

3. Escapism: Proponents are looking to escape the evil world – They put considerable intention on 
expecting the Rapture, so that nothing else seems to be of importance. Outcome: They carry out 
their  religious  duties,  but  working  for  their  future  in  life  and  that  of  the  family  is  not  fully 
accomplished. Outcome: Their responsibilities for the King and the Kingdom are unknown and left  
derelict.

4. Laziness: Proponents work on keeping themselves safe – The prime daily purpose is to keep ‘holy’  
so they don’t  miss  the Rapture  and have to  go through the Great  Tribulation.  Outcome:  Their  
responsibilities for the King and the Kingdom are unknown and left derelict.

5. Prepperism: Proponents focus on preparing for the Tribulation – Like ‘preppers’35 who are fearful of 
WW III and government control, they prepare with bunkers, food stores, and survival equipment. 
Outcome: Their responsibilities for the King and the Kingdom are unknown and left derelict.

6. Prognostication: There’s a propensity for leaders to make predictions – These are usually about 
Jesus’ Return or the Rapture. They’ve all been wrong so far (just like May 21, 2011 in the one 
below).36 A compendium of 200 predictions going back to 44AD is available online.37 Outcome: 
Listening to what the King is saying is abandoned. So is asking him questions to verify the veracity 
of their beliefs.

35 – en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Survivalism 
36 – GRAPHIC: www.bible.ca/rapture-harold-camping-2011-end-of-the-world-truck-sign.jpg 
37 – “Library of Date Setters of The End of the World!!!” https://www.bible.ca/pre-date-setters.htm 
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Preterist Events

Full Preterists are working for the following Kingdom events in the future, which are different to those 
Futurist’s are waiting for:

1. The manifestation of the mature sons of God

2. The Kingdom filling the whole Earth

3. The Restoration of All Things

4. The ‘Age to Come’ – Life on Earth with the natural realm restored to its pristine created condition

5. The allocation of duties and governance responsibilities (‘crowns’) for each of us in ‘the Age to 
Come’

Full Preterists look forward to a happy or glorious end of this age.

»» My ‘Glorious Eschatology’ series is here: LINK  ««

Preterist’s Different Priorities

While  Partial  Preterists  are  distracted  from  Kingdom  priorities  as  they  focus  with  anticipation  on 
significant future events, Full Preterists go about their business. Hence, as a Full Preterists myself, as well 
as a son of the Kingdom, my focus is on the following things, not the future:

• My intimacy with the Trinity

• My oneness with the Trinity

• My identity as a son

• Growing and maturing in my sonship

• My Kingdom assignments

• What Father is teaching me

• What Father is saying to me

• Passing on what Father is saying to anyone who’s willing to hear

• My family responsibilities

• My work responsibilities

• Functioning in excellence

• Contributing to the prosperity of my nation

• Impacting people with the Kingdom

• Interacting with others to enlighten them to what Father has done for them

• Working in my local community with the locals there

• Encouraging life and support in our local Kingdom Community

All those points of focus means that I leave the future in Father’s hands, but let him tell me something  
about the future when he wants to. My focus is, therefore, the here-&-now.

If I’m wrong in my eschatology, it doesn’t matter. Father’s not interested in any of my beliefs that may be 
false, only that I’m teachable and willing to listen to what he has to say.

It’s so much more productive being a Full Preterist.
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END NOTE
This is not a complete study of the topic of Preterist eschatology, just a few points to get the idea of that 
position. Many, many books have been written on this topic in the past, so they can be sourced for more 
information on End Times.

REMEMBER: Eschatology is all theory. What’s fact is what Father is telling us today. That’s what we 
need to take in and run with.

Laurence
21-10-2024
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)
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RESOURCES
• Preterist Archives https://preteristarchives.org (Stacks of literature to read and download here)

• Jonathan Welton “Raptureless” [FREE 1st edition]
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:3af17f51-d223-4944-b089-3f0b026865b5 

• Steve Wolberg “End Time Delusions: The Rapture, the Antichrist, Israel, and the End of the World”
https://www.amazon.com.au/End-Time-Delusions-Rapture-Antichrist/dp/0768429609 

• Kenneth Gentry “Keys to the Book of Revelation” [DVD set]
https://www.kennethgentry.com/keys-to-the-book-of-revelation-4-dvds/ 

• Kenneth Gentry “OUTLINES for KEYS to Revelation DVDs” [free PDF]
https://www.kennethgentry.com/outlines-for-keys-to-revelation-dvds-free/ 

• “What is the “Preterist” view of the book of Revelation?”
https://www.forerunner.com/blog/what-is-the-preterist-view-of-the-book-of-revelation 

• “Rebuttal to Amillennialism”
https://www.forerunner.com/eschatology/X0002_2._Amil_Rebuttal 

• “The origin of Rapture False doctrine: John Darby 1830 AD”
https://www.bible.ca/rapture-origin-john-nelson-darby-1830ad.htm 

• “Rapture, Premillennialism & Dispensationalism Refuted!”
https://www.bible.ca/rapture.htm 

• “50 ways that Rapture & premillennialism contradicts the Bible”
https://www.bible.ca/pre-contrast-truth.htm 
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• “An Evaluation of Rapture Theology” 
(This thesis examines the development and exegesis of modern Rapture theologies. The study reveals 
that advocates of the Rapture often use inconsistent and unsound methods to arrive at their 
eschatological conclusions.)
https://digitalcommons.liberty.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1709&context=masters  
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