“Ungodly’ or ‘Unrighteous’

‘Ungodly’ and ‘godliness’ are Christian jargon terms based on English translations of the Bible. They’re used in
teaching, face-to-face communication, books, seminars, etc. They’re even found in prophetic messages,' which
tends to give them an ‘air’ of authenticity. However, they are only in prophetic messages because Father is
speaking through the knowledge and the lingo of the Christian who received and documented the message.

For myself, I use the terms ‘unrighteous’ and ‘righteousness’ because it’s what Father thinks is right in any
situation that determines whether it’s appropriate or not.” Many things may seem ungodly to a believer because
they aren’t scriptural, but if Father is wanting them to move in that direction, it is right (righteous) for them to
proceed.

Here’s a few examples of what may be ungodly to the Christian mind, but which would be righteous when Father
says so:

» Withholding financial support from a fellow believer in financial difficulty

* Marrying a non-believer

* Reading a secular book

* Receiving a huge profit from the sale of a property

So, what’s the appropriate term, “‘unrighteous’ or ‘ungodly’, ‘righteous’ or ‘godly’?

Taking an unusual tack to answer the question, ‘righteousness’ and ‘godliness’ in the NT are not interchangeable
—i.e. they mean something different. Obviously, the terms vary in their translation, but what do they really mean?

From the NT Koine Greek, ‘godliness’ means ‘reverence for God’, ‘respect of God’ or ‘piety’.® ‘Righteousness’
means ‘the condition acceptable to God’ or ‘doing what God approves’.* These meanings fit in with my logical
choice to use the term ‘unrighteous’ instead of ‘ungodly’ as they are derived from the same root Greek words.

The problem with the standard, religious use of ‘godly’ and ‘ungodly’ is that it puts pressure on believers to follow
rules, regulations, commands and laws, such as those in the OT — i.e. it promotes and supports legalism. It even
pressures them to follow the NT written directives and instructions as rules and commands, rather than the
guidance that they really are.

So, this is a case of choosing appropriate (realistic) terms or sticking with religious dogma.

Ultimately, it all comes down to the fact that we need our speech and terminology changed, just as much as our
knowledge and our thinking. We can’t align with Father’s mind and heart without that transformation. That’s why
it’s absolutely essential that we allow Father to completely reprogram us from everything that’s not in agreement
with his mind.

It’s never too late to allow yourself to begin the reprogramming journey. Just ask him and then release yourself to
him by giving him permission to begin. During the process, be prepared to have what you believe constantly
challenged.
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1 — SEE: Marsha Burns “Small Straws in the Soft Wind” (Aug. 22, 2023) ft111.com/smallstraws.htm [ARCHIVE: ft111.com/straws2023.htm]
2 — “Be Righteous” canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Be-Righteous.pdf

3 — Thayer’s definition www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G2150/eusebeia.htm

4 — Thayer’s definition www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G1343/dikaiosune.htm
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