
What Happens with Us as We Mature In Our Sonship?

A Use-by Date

IMPORTANT: The biblically cited spiritual gifts are only useful to us while we’re on our spiritual  
journey in sonship. They’ll all be unnecessary for us when we’re fully mature. 

At the point of full maturity, we’ll be like our prototype1 (Jesus, as Jesus of Nazareth). We’ll be full of 
Father’s love and able to operate in genuine power and authority. We’ll also be demonstrating what 
human beings were created to be like.2

NOTE: Paul clearly taught that spiritual gifts are for the immature and they aren’t required when we 
are mature.3 The same goes for the ascension gifts (AKA the ‘5-fold ministries’)4.

Maturation
However, while we’re immature, or are on our long journey towards maturity, the spiritual giftings that 
we have, and those that are available to us, are to be used for our work in the Kingdom. They have been 
given to the immature for that very purpose, so they’re to be embraced, not rejected. They are all useful 
to build us up spiritually and to make us more effective for our Kingdom functionality. 

EXAMPLE: I still speak to Father in tongues on occasions, and I also prophecy. Therefore, I don’t 
teach that all gifts should be rejected by those who are maturing.

For those who are wanting to mature, and who have submitted to Father to take them on the journey of 
transformation, monitoring the use of spiritual gifts is a way to see how they’ve grown. 

We’ve already seen our progress out of religion because we don’t go to standard church services, we  
don’t refer to the Bible as ‘the Word of God’, we don’t join in prayer vigils, etc. Monitoring the changes 
with our spiritual maturity helps encourage us on our journey.

Examples
I’ve seen many changes in maturity within myself over time. Here are just a  few of those to help my 
readers see that progress happens in many areas that they may not easily identify, especially if they don’t 
monitor themselves. 

These days, I:

1. Allow Father to guide my days, resting in him to order them, just as he does with my whole life.

2. Don’t need a catalytic device, like soaking or worshipping, for me to come into Father’s presence. 
I can do it easily and naturally.

3. Don’t need the Spirit to deposit in me what I need before I speak something important to someone.

4. Don’t need to have the ‘unction’ of the Spirit in order to prophesy.

5. Don’t need the Spirit to deposit in me everything I need to include in a prophecy.

6. Speak for the King in the prophetic messages I produce. He allows me to speak for him from my 
knowledge of his heart and what he’s taught me, while he monitors what I produce and prompts  
me what to say during the whole process.5

7. Listen to what Father’s saying to me directly, rather than reading the Bible to get a rhema.

1 – CCOP MESSAGE: “See Me As Your Prototype” (24-3-2015)
      canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/33b-See-Me-As-Your-Prototype.pdf 
2 – i.e. A little lower than our Creator, as his imagers
     (See “Do We Have Deity” (7-1-2023)   canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Do-We-Have-Deity.pdf 
3 – READ 1 Corinthians 13:4-12
4 – READ Ephesians 4:11-13
5 – This is an outcome from Father inviting me to be his mouthpiece, as an Elijah. I accepted his invitation in about 2010.
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Tongues
One of the gifts that changes with maturity is communicating in tongues.

I’ve taught on the importance of speaking in tongues as a spiritual communication tool because it’s a  
vital skill for sons. However, tongues will reduce as we increase in our maturity, and then cease when we 
are fully mature (i.e. perfected, or are complete6). That’s designed to occur here on Earth before we enter 
The Age to Come, where we’ll live in our ‘glorified’ bodies and we don’t need any imparted spiritual  
gifts. That’s what Jesus (as Jesus of Nazareth) demonstrated, and why he has described himself to us in  
recent times as our prototype.7

It’s important to realise that, like the ascension gifts,8 knowledge, prophesy and tongues are only given 
to us for assistance while we are immature in our sonship (and our genuine spirituality). This is not to 
impugn those who see those giftings as a sign of their spiritual maturity. 

In regard to tongues losing their usefulness with maturity, here’s an example of it from someone whose 
experiencing that  decline.  Since Mike Parsons’ early days,9 praying in tongues has changed as he’s 
matured. He made this observation recently in one of his teaching sessions, which is really important:

“I  think once my spirit  was activated,  and particularly when my spirit  and soul  really made the 
connection and became unified,  I think I just didn't really pray in tongues a lot. Because I think I was  
just engaged, and therefore I was more actively engaged without that being a doorway, it was just like 
I engaged in every way. And then I found over the last few years I've actually found myself  speaking 
in tongues a lot, but not because I chose to, just because my spirit started to use that language towards 
me. And I found – and this is only sort of anecdotal, I've got no evidence for it, other than I believe 
this is true for me – is that my spirit that's functioning in Heaven all the time, has encounters that I’m 
not always cognisant of. And when I would wake up in the morning, I would be speaking in tongues.  
It was like my spirit wanted to communicate to me what was going on during the night…and I do 
believe I get revelational insight into some of the spiritual encounters that I'm having, in a way which 
gets unveiled. And I know things, you know, and I just know something.” 10

(Permission to quote Mike Parsons received on 20-7-2020)

Notice the changes within him that he experienced? 

As an aside, the greatest and lasting spiritual gift (ability) that we should be wanting (desiring) is love,  
not anything else. Love exemplifies Father’s character, so that’s the most powerful gift that we can have 
manifesting through us.

Spiritual Perception
We have the ability to train our spiritual sense, so we become competent in using, it just as we do our 
natural senses. This training is essential for us to mature in this ability as it’s a function that sons have as  
a normal tool for daily living. From the time we were born, we never learned to use our spirit to see  
spiritually because no one taught us that it was a normal part of living as a human being. We all have a 
spirit, so spiritual sensing should be normal for all of us, not just for sons. This is why spiritualists11 are 
able  to  work in  the spirit  realm because they practice  spirit-enabling activities  so they can operate  
spiritually. 

6 – www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2013&version=NKJV#en-NKJV-28676  [also MIRROR and AMP]
7 – CCOP MESSAGE: “See Me As Your Prototype” (24-3-2015)
      canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/33b-See-Me-As-Your-Prototype.pdf 
8 – AKA the ‘5-fold ministries’
9 – EXAMPLES: Some of his early teaching back around 2014, re-released recently for the benefit of the immature.
      Mike Parsons “Speaking in Tongues: Ancient Power, Modern Wonder!”    youtube.com/shorts/JpOdz67oDpI 
      Mike Parsons “Want God’s Wisdom? Pray in Tongues”  youtube.com/shorts/SMnoGMmSZIQ 
      Mike Parsons “Tongues: Personal Prayer or Public Gift?”   youtube.com/shorts/vGQnSDjq9Vc 
10 – TRANSCRIPT: Mike Parsons “Speaking in Tongues” (3-7-2025) 
        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MYaC9eY4ag0   [0:44-2:52]
11 –  A philosophy, doctrine, or religion emphasizing the spiritual aspect of being.   www.thefreedictionary.com/spiritualism 
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For sons, as we practice a spiritual activity, such as seeing what’s going on spiritually in a room, we can 
learn to see well. As we mature, we then learn to turn this ability ON and OFF through our intention.  
Mike parsons has shared how this ability changed as he matured in its use.

“So I was perceiving what my spirit, was engaging the object within the room. And I sort of practised  
until that became something I could do whenever I wanted to or whenever I felt I needed to. I did it  
less and less as time went on, because I got more in tune in general. I felt less of a need to do that  
unless, I really felt the Father's heart was there. In the practising stage, God gave me the permission to 
do whatever I wanted to practice. It was like, "Hey, have a go at this." And then when I could do it, I  
only needed to do it when the Father's heart was showing me to do it, really.” 12

(Permission to quote Mike Parsons received on 20-7-2020)

Soulishness
Not only is loving (using Father’s type of love) the spiritual ability that we most urgently need, so is  
operation through our spirit, rather than our soul and mind. Loving like Father and communicating with 
our spirit are both signs of advancing maturity.

It’s our soul (especially emotions) and our mind13 which cause us so much trouble in our lives. They 
direct us in our decision-making, and they cause us to react rather than to respond in situations that we 
find  ourselves  in.  They are  where  our  base  nature14 (AKA “the  Flesh”)  operates,  causing us  much 
consternation and trouble.

Any wonder, then, why many church leaders have gone astray, even though they’ve been functioning as 
spiritual mentors of their congregations and affiliates. It’s the soul that has led them off-track as they’ve 
submitted to that component of their being, rather than their spirit. The same goes for every believer, as 
we’re all not   perfectly   on-track   with Father.

This is why we can’t – definitely should not – belittle the spiritual ‘heavy weights’ and church mystics of 
the past who went astray. (Details of these are recorded in numerous modern books.)15 These people 
didn’t allow their spirit to become the dominant component of their being, so they weren’t able to follow 
the Spirit’s leading of their spirit all of the time.

Reintegration
There are so many pitfalls in our journey to spiritual maturity as sons which are caused by our soul and 
our mind. That’s why we should always prioritise what Father is teaching us. In that regard, what he’s 
been focusing on of late is the reintegration of our triune being – body, soul and spirit.

Once our spirit and soul are unified, our spirituality changes, just like Mike Parsons’ has. This is the 
transition that we all need to go through so our soul ceases to be the dominating force in our daily lives. 

Our King has also been drawing us into this metamorphosis,16 so we just need to agree with him that it 
needs doing and submit ourselves to him so he  can do it. To take full effect and last, however, those 
changes need to come from the inside-out, not as a consequence of our will or effort.

12 – TRANSCRIPT: Mike Parsons (14-9-2025) “Unlocking Spiritual Perception: My Journey of Practising”
        www.youtube.com/watch?v=6nO-hiNTgsE  [5:32-6:20]
13 – Some consider our mind as part of our soul – mind, will and emotions. I like to separate the mind and emotions as they function differently.
14 – “The Flesh: Our Human Base Nature” (2-8-2020) 
         canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Flesh-Our-Human-Base-Nature.pdf 
15 – John Crowder (2013) “Miracle Workers, Reformers, and the New Mystics”
        www.amazon.com.au/Miracle-Workers-Reformers-New-Mystics-ebook/dp/B0051GN2JE 
        Roberts Liardon (2009) “God's Generals: Why They Succeeded and Why Some Failed” 
        www.amazon.com.au/Gods-Generals-They-Succeeded-Some-ebook/dp/B00867VL4S 
16 – KCC MESSAGE: “Integration of Body, Soul and Spirit” (31-7-2024)
        canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/KCC-MESSAGE-Integration-of-body-soul-and-spirit-31-7-2024.pdf 
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Mike Parsons “Speaking in Tongues”  LINK

Mike Parsons “Unlocking Spiritual Perception: My Journey of Practising”  LINK

Laurence
2-9-2025
(www.CanberraForerunners.org)

COPYRIGHT
This document is free to copy, republish and distribute, but only ‘as is’. It is free to quote from at length.

All Canberra Forerunners' documents are licensed under
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0 Unported License

Quotes are the copyright of their authors.

(Readers will need to look up for themselves any scriptures alluded to in this document)
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