
What are the New Heavens and New Earth
(Put together from: Jonathan Welton’s “The Art of Revelation” p:98-101)

In Revelation we read:

Revelation 21:1 (ISV) – Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, because the first heaven and the
first earth had disappeared.

And we also read these:

Matthew 5:18 (ISV) – because I tell you with certainty that until heaven and earth disappear, not one
letter or one stroke of a letter will disappear from the Law until everything has been accomplished.

Matthew 24:35 (ISV) – Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words will never disappear.

What does 'Heaven and Earth' mean? To answer that we need to understand what it meant to people in the
1st Century.

Before continuing to answer the question, it’s important to see that the statement of Jesus in Matthew 5
puts a burden on us (believers in him) that the Law (Torah) is still in effect because the Earth is still here,
just as it was when it was created. This infers that we need to keep the Jewish Law, but that contradicts
the NT writings.

So, what does 'Heaven and Earth' as an expression mean? 

The Jewish historian, Josephus, writes that the term is descriptive of the Jerusalem temple which was
designed by God to display his creation – Heaven and Earth.

“...for if any one do but consider the fabric of the tabernacle, and take a view of the garments of the
high priest, and of those vessels which we make use of in our sacred ministration, he will find that our
legislator was a divine man, and that we are unjustly reproached by others; for if any one do without
prejudice, and with judgment, look upon these things, he will find they were everyone made in way of
imitation and representation of  the  universe.  When Moses  distinguished the  tabernacle  into three
parts, and allowed two of them to the priests, as a place accessible and common, he denoted the land
and the seas, these being of general access to all; but he set apart the third division for God, because
heaven is inaccessible to men.” 1

This shows that the expression 'Heaven and Earth' was a metaphor for the temple system of Jesus’ day. 

More light on this comes from a writing in the 12th Century:

“The Arabs likewise [as the Hebrew prophets] say of a person who has met with a serious accident,
'His heavens, together with his earth, have been covered'; and when they speak of the approach of a
nation’s prosperity, they say, 'The light of the sun and moon has increased', 'A new heaven and a new
earth has been created', or they use similar phrases.” 2

The  expression  of  the  'passing  away'  of  'Heaven  and  Earth'  according  to  the  commentary  of  John
Lightfoot relates to the “destruction of Jerusalem and the whole Jewish state...as if the whole frame of
this world were to be dissolved”.3

“If we use this idea to interpret Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:18, it suddenly begins to make a lot of
sense. Jesus wasn’t saying that the Law would hold true until the physical earth was destroyed, but

1 – Flavius Josephus, “Antiquities of the Jews”, Book 3, Chapter 7  (a translation)
2 – Moses Maimonides (1904) “The Guide for the Perplexed” p:204  (a translation)
3 – John Lightfoot (1658) “A Commentary on the New Testament from the Talmud and Hebraica”. 
      [Quoted by Jonathan Welton from Gary DeMar (1999) “Last Days Madness” 4th ed. American Vision: Atlanta, GA  p:192]
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until the metaphorical heaven and earth, or the old covenant Temple system was destroyed. It makes
sense that when the old covenant ended, the Temple would need to be destroyed along with it, and that
is exactly what happened in AD 70. This may seem like a huge shift in thinking, but when we make that
shift, we can see that it actually relieves a burden that many Christians have unnecessarily lived under
simply because they did not understand the metaphor Jesus used.” 4

Charles Spurgeon writes about it this way:

“Did you ever regret the absence of the burnt-offering, or the red heifer, or any one of the sacrifices
and rites of the Jews? Did you ever pine for the feast of tabernacles, or the dedication? No, because,
though these were like the old heavens and earth to the Jewish believers, they have passed away, and
we now live under new heavens and a new earth, so far as the dispensation of the divine teaching is
concerned. The substance is come, and the shadow has gone: and we do not remember it.” 5

It should be obvious now that the 'new Heaven and new Earth' refers to the New Covenant replacing the
Old Covenant and it’s temple. The new Heaven and new Earth are not in the end-time future,  but a
present-day  reality  –  part  of  our  experience  of  the  New  Covenant.  Reading  chapters  21  &  22  of
Revelation very closely shows that the text actually proves that the reference to these new structures is
figurative and can’t be about the end of all things. In fact, their context in the text makes it impossible for
the new Heaven and Earth to be the future with its final perfect order following the return of Jesus and the
final Judgement if a literal interpretation is used.

1. In the new Earth there are evil people outside the gates of the city.

Revelation 22:14-15 (ISV) – How blessed are those who wash their robes so that they may have
the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city! Outside are dogs, sorcerers,
immoral people, murderers, idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.

This cannot be the case in eternity as evil cannot be allowed into that sphere of things. They will
have been judged at the Great White Throne Judgement and destroyed in the Lake of Fire (if a
literal interpretation is used).

2. The leaves of the Tree of Life are for the healing of the nations.

Revelation 22:2 (ISV) – Between the city street and the river, the tree of life was visible from each
side. It produced twelve kinds of fruit, each month having its own fruit. The leaves of the tree are
for the healing of the nations.

There is no sickness in eternity because there is no evil and no curse6.

3. The New Jerusalem extends 2,253 km above the planet.

Revelation 21:16 (ISV) – The city was cubic in shape: its length was the same as its width. He
measured the city with his rod, and it measured at 12,000 stadia7: Its length, width, and height
were the same.

The New Jerusalem is the Bride (us),8 so the measurements must be symbolic, not literal.

There should be no doubt that the 'new Heaven and new Earth' are not literal, even in spite of Peter’s
statement of a ‘big bang’ event.

To get further understanding on this, Kenneth Gentry provides the following proofs of the interpretation

4 – Jonathan Welton (2017) “The Art of Revelation” p:100-101
5 – Charles H. Spurgeon (1970) Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, Vol. 37. Banner of Truth Publications p:354
      www.logos.com/product/29131/the-metropolitan-tabernacle-pulpit-sermons-vol-37 
6 – Revelation 22:3
7 – That’s approximately 1400 miles or 2253 kilometres
8 – Revelation 21:2, 9-10
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as being metaphorical, rather than literal:9

1. Revelation 22:1 speaks of the water of life. This not God’s offer of salvation, but the spiritual life
that he lives through us that refreshes our spirit and our being.10 Jesus invited us to drink of it11, and
that’s every day.12

2. Revelation 21:14 speaks of twelve foundations which have the apostles’ names upon them. Paul13

wrote of the Church being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets.14

3. Revelation  21:16 speaks  of  the  city  as  a  cube  measuring  12,000  stadia  (1,400  miles).  If  a
measurement is taken from Rome to Jerusalem (east to west) and from the northern edge of the
Roman Empire to the southern edge,  it  would equate to 1,400 miles x 1,400 miles. The Isle of
Patmos would be exactly at the centre of that construction.

4. Revelation 21:22 states that no Temple exists in the New Jerusalem. That’s because the work of the
cross eliminated the need for temple sacrifices.

5. Revelation 21:24 says that the “nations will walk by its light”. That’s reference to the ekklesia being
the “light of the world”15.

6. Revelation  21:25b says  that  the  gates  of  the  city  will  never  close.  That  illustrates  ongoing
evangelism.

So, whether you accept everything that’s in this article or not, it can’t be denied that the 'new Heaven and
new Earth' are not literal. Therefore, we will  not see them destroyed and rebuilt. Instead they will be
rejuvenated (renovated) through ‘The Restoration of All Things’16.
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9 – Kenneth Gentry (2009) “Navigating the Book of Revelation” p:180-182
        www.amazon.com.au/Navigating-Book-Revelation-Special-Important-ebook/dp/B01G7TAGIS 
10 – “A Never-Ending Fountain of Living Water”
         canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/A-Never-Ending-Fountain-of-Living-Water.pdf
        “Living Water Brings Wisdom, Joy, Peace and the Way Forward” 
         canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Living-Water-Brings-Wisdom-Joy-Peace-and-the-Way-Forward.pdf 
        “A Never-Ending Fountain of Living Water”

 canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/A-Never-Ending-Fountain-of-Living-Water.pdf 
11 – John 4:10-14; 7:37
12 – “Drinking of the Living Water Each Day is Vital” 
          canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Drinking-of-the-Living-Water-Each-Day-is-Vital.pdf 
13 – Ephesians 2:20
14 – SEE INSIDE: “Are Prophets Needed in the 21st Century?” 
        canberraforerunners.org/wp-content/uploads/Are-Prophets-Needed-in-the-21st-Century.pdf 
15 – Matthew 5:14
16 – SEE: canberraforerunners.org/?page_id=8976 
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