What is The Age To Come?

‘The age to come’ is a time-period mentioned only a few times in the N'T, particularly these from the NIV:

Matthew 12:32 (NIV) — Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but
anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.

Luke 18:29-30 (NIV) — “Truly I tell you,” Jesus said to them, “no one who has left home or wife or
brothers or sisters or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God 30 will fail to receive many
times as much in this age, and in the age to come eternal life.”

Luke 20:34-36 (NIV) — Jesus replied, “The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. But
those who are considered worthy of taking part in the age to come and in the resurrection from the dead
will neither marry nor be given in marriage, and they can no longer die; for they are like the angels.
They are God's children, since they are children of the resurrection.”’

The NKIJV (see the 3 references below), as well as the the KJV, show that 'the age to come' is not always in
the original document (manuscript or codex), but it can be an interpreter’s statement instead.

Luke 20:35-36 (NKJV) — ...But those who are counted worthy to attain that age, and the resurrection
from the dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage; nor can they die anymore, for they are equal to
the angels and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.

NOTE: Stating “that age” (ai®vog €keivov) in the above quote, was Jesus’ reply to a question given to him
about family “in the resurrection” time of the future.

Luke 20:35-36 (NKJV) — Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him;
but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to
come.

NOTE: In this case ‘the age to come’ is derived from ai®dvi t® €épyouéve, ‘the age that is coming’.

Matthew 12:32 (NKJV) — ...who shall not receive many times more in this present time, and in the age
to come eternal life.”

NOTE: Here ‘the age to come’ is derived from év t® péAlovty, “in the coming [one]”.

So it appears that ‘the age to come’ is a theological jargon term, ‘coined’ from Koine Greek in the above
passages, and refers to the time following the resurrection of every human being, a time when there are no
mortal humans remaining in the cosmos.

Looking at these verses in the MIRROR translation we can get a better idea of what Jesus was saying in
some of those occasions:

Luke 18:29-30 (MIRROR) — Jesus answered, “The Kingdom of God would never rob anyone of their
home, parents, siblings, wife or children. Every individual who engages with God's kingdom, at the
apparent risk, or expense of their most valued relationships, will discover that houses and family will be
multiplied to you. In fact, their lives will be expanded into the most enriching proportions, not only in
this time-frame but far beyond, into a limitless future of the dimension of the ages.”

(The Aorist Subjunctive is a definite outcome that will happen as a result of another stated action.)

Luke 20:34-36 (MIRROR) — Jesus answered them, “The sons of this age marries and are given in
marriage. Not so in the age of the resurrection..."But the ones who are accounted worthy to be
resurrected and obtain that world..."??

(This was obviously added later by copyists to add a condition to the resurrection. See my

Extended Notes on Luke 20:35 at the end of this chapter.)

For indeed, they cannot die again, for they are like celestial beings [angels]; they are not subject to

1 — Scripture taken from THE MIRROR. Copyright © 2012. Used by permission of The Author. Mirror Bible: www.mirrorword.net
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death. They are the offspring of God and children of the resurrection.

(See 1 Corinthians 15:35 “There might be many skeptics who would say, "How are the dead raised and
what does the resurrected body look like?"” 1 Corinthians 15:36 “Think about it this way, a seed that is
sown has to first die before it lives again.” 1 Corinthians 15:37 “And the plant that grows from the seed
does not even resemble the grain that was sown. If you only know what wheat looks like in its seed
form you might not be able to recognize the plant.” 1 Corinthians 15:50 “Flesh and blood has a sell-by
date; the bodies you live in now will not last forever.” 1 Corinthians 15:51 “Ponder this mystery,® I want
to show you something that you have never seen before: everyone will be awakened* out of sleep; we
will all experience exactly the same change®” (In other words, idou musterion® ‘Look. A
mystery’. And pantes ou koimethesometha,* means ‘no one will be left sleeping’; and
pantes de allangesometha;® ‘everyone will be changed’. Both verbs are in the Future Passive

tense. See 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 in the Mirror.?
*k % See my notes on angels on the back page of this article %% * %

In conclusion, ‘the age to come’ clearly refers to the time after the final resurrection has been completed.
This mass resurrection event was a 1% Century up-coming hope, but as Jesus taught on the subject, we must
consider it to be a future fact as it hasn’t happened yet. The resurrection event should logically fit in at the
completion of The Restoration of All Things because the manifested sons of God are responsible for
restoring the natural realm to its pristine created condition.

A Different Take

Others have a different interpretation of The Age to Come, as they believe that it’s referring to the
Kingdom Age of the New Covenant that we are presently in.” They interpret the NT as pointing to the
“Age of the Resurrection” as having already begun because we’re all included in Jesus’ resurrection.
Therefore, under that interpretation, we don’t need to look for it in the future.

(1) This article highlights the fact that the Bible is not an infallible source of knowledge because it
can be used to produce conflicting beliefs.

(2) What I’ve written in this article is an hypothesis only. Until Father tells us about the Age to
Come, we don’t know what it really is, or when.

Here’s an interesting but short teaching to watch:

@ Mike Parsons “The Future of Humanity: A New Age” LINK

» » My archived teaching articles are HERE, HERE & HERE <« <«

Laurence
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~imi ~EXPLANATION~: ~i~i~

One last point before ending this article, and that’s the use of ‘angel’ in Mark 12 and Luke 20:

Mark 12:25 (MIRROR) — For when they have risen from the dead, men do not marry and women are
not given in marriage, but they are as angels are in Heaven.*

The MIRROR translates ‘angel’ as ‘celestial being’, which the author explains in his commentary below.

~ The Mirror Author’s Note On Angels ~

Fancgois du Toit, the author of the MIRROR Bible, writes:

“In Greek, the word translated angel, &yysiosc aggelos, messenger, has two components, agoo to
lead as a shepherd leads and agele, a herd of cattle or company. From the Hebrew word, 3 17
ay'ghel, a calf The Hebrew word for messenger/angel, »°N7, may also sometimes be used to

describe cattle or livestock. Genesis 33:14.

So, in Hebrew and Greek, this word carries the idea of a messenger both in the shepherd as well as the
prophetic context. In the Mirror Bible, I have chosen to refer to these messengers as "celestial”
messengers to somehow better describe their "angelic” role — since they are not presently alive in
human form on the planet — but certainly part of the cloud of witnesses.”
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