
What is the Real Reason Why Africa is so Poor Today?
(The material in this article is the summary of a video from The Why Minutes’1, constituted by NoteGPT 2)

The question many ask today is, “Why is Africa so poor despite its vast natural resources?” The current  
narrative (Marxist narrative) to answer that question is “colonialism”.

However, there are complex reasons behind Africa’s persistent poverty, which challenges the common 
belief that colonialism alone is responsible. While Africa is rich in rare minerals and natural resources,  
many nations remain economically underdeveloped. Some of the predisposing causes are  geographical 
factors,  government  policies,  and  economic  freedom which  have  critically  influenced  Africa’s 
development trajectory. When Africa is compared to other former colonies, like Singapore and Botswana, 
it’s clear that political and economic systems play a more decisive role than colonial history or geography 
alone.

1. The Colonialism Explanation: A Partial Narrative

• The standard explanation for Africa’s poverty points to  colonial exploitation by European powers, 
which pillaged resources and left scars still affecting development. 

• Many Africans and global observers accept this narrative because it’s  compelling and historically 
evident. 

• However, this explanation may be incomplete, as not all former colonies suffered similar economic 
fates. 

2. Comparative Case Study: Singapore3 vs. Africa

• Singapore,  a  former  British  colony with  virtually  no natural  resources,  has 
become one of the world’s richest countries.

• It surpasses even its former colonizer (England) on a per capita income basis. 

• This  example questions  ‘colonial  legacy’ as  a  sufficient  explanation,  and 
encourages looking beyond history to understand economic outcomes. 

3. Geographic Challenges to Africa’s Development

• Economist Thomas Sowell emphasizes geography’s role in Africa’s economic struggles: 

•Africa has fewer natural harbours and coastline than Europe, despite its larger land mass. 

•Most African rivers are not navigable from interior regions to the sea, unlike Europe’s extensive 
river system with easy maritime access. 

•These factors  historically  limited  trade  opportunities allowing nations  to  integrate  into  global 
markets. 

• However,  geography  is  not  deterministic:  other  land-locked  or  resource-limited  countries  have 
prospered. 

4. Botswana4: An African Success Story

• Botswana is  land-locked, located in the Kalahari Desert,  lacking major 
navigable rivers or extensive harbours. 

• Despite limited geographic advantages, Botswana has recorded some of 
the highest economic growth rates in Africa. 

• Botswana’s diamond wealth helped, but its success also owes much to 
strong institutions and sound economic policies. 

• This case shows that  good governance and economic management can 
overcome geographic constraints. 

1 – “Why Africa is so Poor (Hint: It isn’t Colonialism)”     www.youtube.com/watch?v=to0I0kS8FcU
2 – https://notegpt.io
3 – GRAPHIC: commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Singapore_on_the_globe_(Southeast_Asia_centered)_zoom.svg [CCθ copyright free to use]

4 – GRAPHIC: commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Botswana_(centered_orthographic_projection).svg   [CCθ copyright free to use]
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5. The Role of Government Policies and Economic Systems

• Many sub-Saharan African countries embraced Marxist or socialist policies after independence. This 
includes such policies as: 

•Preventing wealth accumulation to maintain a “classless society” (as exemplified by Tanzania’s 
1965 constitution). 

•Centralized control, restriction of private property rights, and limited encouragement for private 
enterprise. 

• In  contrast, countries that  promoted private property rights,  legal stability, and  investment-friendly 
environments have succeeded economically. 

• There is  a  correlation  between  adopting  economic  freedom (along  with  political  freedom)  and 
successful development. 

6. Key Conclusions and Insights

• Colonialism  disrupted  Africa’s  development,  but  it’s  not the  sole  or  permanent  determinant  of 
poverty. 

• Geography poses obstacles, but it doesn’t seal fate;  institutional quality and governance ultimately 
matter more. 

• Economic freedom, including: 

•Recognition of private property, 

•Stable and dependable legal systems, 

•Encouragement of investment, 
all play a vital role for development. 

• Countries that combine democracy with free-market principles have the best chance of overcoming 
poverty. 

• There is hope for struggling African countries, but progress requires political and economic reform, 
not just political independence. 

7. Summary Comparison Table

Factor Africa (General) Botswana Singapore

Colonial History
Colonized by various 
European powers

British colony British colony

Natural Resources Rich in minerals and gems
Diamonds, but geographically 
challenging

Virtually none

Geography
Few natural harbours; non-
navigable rivers

Landlocked, desert environment
Small island with maritime 
access

Post-Colonial 
Economic Policy

Socialist/Marxist 
tendencies in some 
countries

Market-friendly, private 
property rights

Market-friendly, strong 
institutions

Economic Outcome
Generally poor, slow 
growth

Strong economic growth, one of 
Africa's richest

One of the richest 
countries globally

Legal & Political 
System

Varied, many unstable or 
weak states

Stable, dependable legal system
Stable, dependable legal 
system

8. Implications for Future Development

• Economic development in Africa hinges on reforming: 

•Legal institutions to protect property and contracts, 

•Encouraging private sector growth, 

•Maintaining stable and predictable governance, 

•Integration into global trade networks. 
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• Lessons from Botswana and Singapore suggest that  sustainable growth is achievable despite initial 
geographic or historical disadvantages. 

9. Conclusion

In essence, Africa’s poverty is multi-faceted, and while colonialism and geography influenced its path, the 
decisive  factors  lie  in  current  governance  and  economic  policies  that  foster  or  hinder  freedom, 
investment, and growth.

There should be a shift from blaming colonialism alone to focusing on creating economic freedom and 
stable political systems as prerequisites for development.

Now that you’ve read the summary, watch the video to get the full impact of this exposé:

“Why Africa is so Poor (Hint: It isn’t Colonialism)”  LINK

~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~

ADDENDUM

For those who watch/read the news – not just the mainstream media, but others sources as well – are 
acutely aware that tribalism, religious warfare, corruption, cronyism, socialism, communism, coups and 
government mismanagement are the main causes of maintaining the poor standard of living of African 
peoples.
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